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PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS 

delivered  in  Lincoln  on  March  26th  1977 
by  Mr.  P.  J.  Wilson 

THE  CHANGING  STATUS  OF  COMMON  BIRDS  ON  LINCOLNSHIRE 

FARMLAND 

I  have  always  believed  the  Annual  General  Meeting  should  be  a  brief 
affair  and  be  followed  by  the  presidential  address  which  should  not  be 
over-long  either,  being  a  resume  of  one  of  the  president’s  Natural  History 
interests  or  activities.  I  hope  I  will  not  be  over -long  talking  to  you  and  that 
by  the  end  you  will  understand  why  over  the  last  ten  years  the  ornithological 
section  has  been  organising  a  series  of  surveys  and  investigations.  The  aim 
has  been  where  possible  to  census  Lincolnshire  bird  species  and  if  this  is 
not  possible  to  in  some  way  show  a  species  abundance.  We  have  secondarily 
attempted  to  show  how  the  species  live  together  in  communities  in  certain 
defined  habitats  like  woodlands.  This  address  is  but  a  short  reasoning 
why  this  is  so  very  necessary  on  farmland,  the  largest  habitat  available  to 
birds  in  Lincolnshire.  Though  in  passing  I  might  add  other  habitats  have 
not  been  neglected. 

The  bird  community  of  Lincolnshire  farmland  (and  here  I  include  South 
Humberside)  is  in  common  with  the  rest  of  lowland  Britain  derived  mainly 
from  species  which  formerly  inhabited  woodland.  There  are  a  few  species 
which  originated  from  Marsh  or  Steppe  type  habitats  but  depending  on  the 
authority  consulted  70  -  90%  of  our  farmland  bird  species  come  from 
some  form  of  woodland  habitat. 

It  could  be  said  that  from  the  time  of  the  first  Elizabethan  period 
the  formation  and  survival  of  the  farmland  bird  community  as  we  know 
it  depended  primarily  on  Mans  manipulation  of  the  land  and  the  adapt¬ 
abilities  of  the  species  then  present. 

There  are  now  only  8,157  hectares  (44,849  acres)  of  woodland  in 
Lincolnshire,  approximately  3%  of  the  total  land  area.  This  is  probably 
far  more  than  remained  at  the  end  of  the  first  Elizabethan  Era.  In  the 
most  recent  of  prehistoric  times  Lincolnshire  would  have  been  largely 
covered  in  forest.  We  can  conclude  from  this  that  if  a  species  were  to 
survive,  then  it  had  to  adapt  to  the  remaining  habitat  —  farmland. 

Social  pressures  were  on  a  populace  to  find  an  alternative  to  wood  as  a 
domestic  or  commercial  fuel.  In  Britain  the  early  development  of  both 
the  coal-mining  industry  and  the  Railway  system  led  to  an  availability 
of  cheap  fuel  which  did  much  to  save  our  remaining  woodlands.  The 
demands  of  the  charcoal  burner,  the  iron  founder  and  the  householder 
of  the  17th-  and  early  18th-century  changed  amidst  a  new  and  growing 
technology. 

Almost  coincident  with  the  low  point  of  the  woodlands  was  the  spreading 
industrial  revolution  commencing  circa  1700.  The  Enclosure  Acts  coupled 
with  improved  systems  of  crop  rotation,  developing  animal  husbandry 
and  more  resistant  strains  of  cereals  brought  Britain  into  the  Golden  Age 
of  Farming  (1870-1890).  It  was  then  that  the  land  under  plough  (for 
cereals)  reached  a  peak  which  after  1890  decreased  until  the  post-1945  drive 
for  self-sufficiency. 
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In  Lincolnshire  the  Enclosure  Acts  were  largely  completed  by  1840. 
It  was  these  Acts  which  gave  us  the  landscape  as  we  know  it.  A  countryside 
dominated  by  an  irregular  patchwork  system  of  hedgerows  interspersed 
with  numerous  villages  surrounded  by  irregular  sized  fields  where  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  aggregate  into  a  single  unit  a  man’s  holdings 
in  the  old  three  field  strip  system.  In  the  Lincolnshire  Wolds  and  Heath 
there  were  large  open  spaces  of  almost  monotonously  regular  field 
division,  because  then  as  now  animal  husbandry,  particularly  sheep  farming 
is  best  practised  with  a  system  of  fields  of  approximately  equal  size. 

Many  of  these  new  boundaries  were  planted  with  native  scrub  species. 
Thus  at  a  time  when  most  of  our  forest  cover  was  minimal  there  was 
a  linear  expansion  of  scrub  habitat.  The  landscape  as  we  knew  it  10-15 
years  ago  had  been  in  existence  a  mere  200  years.  Before  this  there  was 
much  open  ground  with  any  hedgerows  being  only  along  tracks,  cart 
roads  and  parish  boundaries.  Within  this  short  span  (200  years)  a  number 
of  bird  species  had  adapted  to  the  new  landscape.  They  were  in  fact 
succeeding  much  better  in  the  farmland  than  in  the  ancestral  woodland. 
Nesting  success  was  much  higher,  perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  certain 
predators  such  as  Jay  did  not  adapt.  Table  1  shows  nesting  success  for 
three  species  in  farmland  and  woodland. 


NESTING  SUCCESS 


Table  1 


Farmland 

Woodland 

Blackbird . 

28% 

12% 

Dunnock . 

34% 

21% 

Chaffinch . 

27% 

11% 

[Snow  &  Mayer -Gross,  1967] 


Only  one  marshland  species  -  Lapwing  -  successfully  adapted  though 
partial  success  on  farmland,  off  the  Wold  and  Heath  top,  could  also  be 
claimed  for  the  Waterhen  and  Mallard.  The  Common  Partridge  and 
Skylark  were  originally  birds  of  the  steppe  which  made  the  successful 
transition  to  farmland,  and  certainly  in  the  eastern  counties  the  Corn 
Bunting  has  successfully  adapted.  Of  course  birds  are  adapting  to  new 
and  available  habitats  as  an  on  going  process.  This  can  be  much  more 
rapid  than  was  at  first  thought.  In  recent  years  the  Reed  Bunting  has 
adapted  to  the  monoculture  farms  and  Wrens  are  now  found  in  habitats 
far  away  from  their  once  typical  overgrown  woodland  habitat. 

This  then  was  broadly  the  situation  which  was  with  us  some  10-15  years 
ago  —  A  mosaic  of  open  farmland  habitats  bordered  by  continuous  lines 
of  thick  scrub  and  occasional  trees.  In  this  landscape  we  had  thirty-five 
woodland  species  and  five  or  six  other  species  which  had  made  the  trans¬ 
ition  from  a  natural  habitat  to  one  created  by  man. 

There  have  been  several  farmland  bird  censuses  in  Lincolnshire  and 
from  them  we  may  derive  the  population  spectrum  for  a  typical  square 
kilometer  of  farmland  —  say  a  Lincolnshire  mixed  farm  of  the  1950’s 
in  the  South  Wolds. 
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Table  2. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  FARMLAND 
Pairs  per  100  hectares  with  6  km.  hedges 


(250  acres  with  6670  yds.  hedges) 


Species 

fromWoods 

Max. 

Record 

Best 

in 

Lines. 

Species  from 
Woods  continued 

Max. 

Record 

Best 

in 

Lines. 

Pheasant 

3 

1 

Sedge  Warbler 

4 

0.75 

Stock  Dove 

2 

2 

Black  Cap 

2 

— 

Turtle  Dove 

2 

1 

Whitethroat 

30 

10 

Magpie 

8 

1 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

6 

2 

Great  Tit 

4 

3 

Dunnock 

35 

17 

Blue  Tit 

25 

25 

Greenfinch 

4 

7.9 

Willow  Tit 

1 

1 

Goldfinch 

14 

2.6 

Long-tailed  Tit 

4 

1 

Linnet 

25 

11 

Wren 

31 

6 

Bullfinch 

13 

1.89 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

3 

Chaffinch 

23 

7 

Song  Thrush 

16 

9 

Yellow  Hammer 

30 

6 

Blackbird 

40 

19 

Tree  Sparrow 

25 

5.6 

Robin 

38 

9 

Best 

Best 

Species 

Max. 

in 

Species 

Max. 

in 

from  Marsh 

Record. 

Lines. 

from  Steppe 

Record. 

Lines. 

Mallard 

10 

4 

Common  Partridge 

8 

2 

Lapwing 

6 

3 

Skylark 

37 

40 

Moorhen 

15 

7 

Corn  Bunting 

2 

0.6 

Reed  Bunting 

17 

4 

This  table  also  shows  how  Lincolnshire  farmland  compared  with  the 
best  possible  farmland  habitat  in  the  rest  of  England  for  those  species 
listed.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  Skylark  reached  a  staggering 
97  pairs  per  100  hectares  in  the  specialised  farming  area  of  Bardney  Fen, 
and  as  noted  earlier  the  Reed  Bunting  has  also  been  expanding  at  an 
exceptional  rate  but  the  latest  published  figures  do  not  serve  as  a  useful 
comparison.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  Corn  Bunting  is  an 
East  of  England  species  not  usually  represented  in  samples  from  other  areas. 

However  let  us  now  consider  the  changing  farmland  scene. 


The  Changing  Farm 

By  1968  we  were  already  into  the  chemical  revolution  within  farming. 
Cornwallis  believed  this  as  he  also  believed  that  the  zenith  had  been  reached 
by  farm  mechanisation. 

Farming,  as  everyone  is  aware,  is  an  ongoing  process  but  it  is  the  rate 
of  change  within  it  that  should  concern  us.  The  changes  imposed  by 
man  may  be  so  fast  that  many  of  our  bird  species  cannot  adapt  to  them. 
That  a  change  has  taken  place  is  easily  illustrated,  in  1971  there  were 
alongside  the  10  miles  between  Reepham  and  Sixhills,  near  Market  Rasen, 
some  47  grass  fields.  By  the  winter  of  1976  there  were  only  10  left  and 
these  were  mostly  paddocks  adjacent  to  the  nine  farms. 

I  would  like  to  examine  some  of  the  major  changes  in  agriculture  made 
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in  the  last  decade  and  relate  them  (where  possible)  to  the  bird  community. 
Table  3  shows  the  percentage  of  Lincolnshire  farmland  under  cereals, 
pasture  and  peas  with  the  number  of  hectares  involved.  The  last  line  of 
the  table  shows  the  approximate  amount  of  use  birds  made  of  each  crop, 
the  figures  being  derived  from  those  published  by  Murton  in  “Man 
and  Birds.” 

Table  3. 

LINCOLNSHIRE  FARMLAND 


Percentage  of  land  use 


Cereals 

Pasture 

Peas 

1963 

50% 

22% 

3.5% 

1973 

52% 

18% 

4.5% 

Hectares 

315,975 

127,386 

7,783 

Density  of 
birds  feed- 

2 

20 

32 

ing  in  crop 
(ratio) 

From  these  figures  we  can  conclude  that  most  of  Lincolnshire  supports 
very  few  birds,  and  although  there  has  been  no  great  change  in  cropping 
policy,  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  figures  show  there  has  been  a 
continuing  decline  in  the  number  of  livestock  kept  in  open  fields.  There 
has  also  been  an  increase  in  intensive  animal  rearing  and  a  determined 
effort  to  increase  even  further  the  area  under  cereal.  The  increased  financial 
incentive  to  the  farmer  is  the  main  reason  for  this  increase.  Compared 
with  1967  the  1973  farmer  received  76%  more  cash  for  his  cereal  crop, 
which  if  one  considers  the  meagre  rise  in  price  of  fertilisers  (approx  21%) 
we  can  see  as  a  lucrative  alternative  to  animal  husbandry.  Price  increases 
for  cattle  average  out  to  the  farmer  at  about  56%  with  costs  in  cattle 
increased  by  18%  the  net  profit  is  that  much  smaller.  Even  sheep  offered 
only  24%  margin  for  the  farmer  compared  with  the  55%  gain  on  cereals. 
The  changing  picture  is  hardly  surprising.  The  pattern  of  traditional  mixed 
farming  being  enthusiastically  replaced  by  large-scale  cereal  farming. 

The  pre-1950  scene  was  a  “Manual  Landscape”  —  by  that  I  mean  we 
could  see  everywhere  well-trimmed  hedges,  clean  ditches  and  well-tended 
herds  of  animals.  This  sort  of  farming  obviously  demanded  a  sizeable 
labour  force.  During  the  mid-1950’s  the  changing  landscape  was  under 
way  and  by  the  1970’s  we  had  arrived  at  the  mechanical  zenith  of  farming 
with  chemical  assistance  in  managing  the  vast  fields  of  cereal  crops. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  during  this  period  there  was  a  decline 
of  28%  in  the  number  of  full-time  agricultural  workers,  and  a  compensating 
increase  in  the  number  of  acres  per  farm  worker  and  an  obvious  financial 
saving  for  the  farmer. 

It  is  not  controversial  to  state  that  the  hedgerow  “that  skeleton  of  our 
heritage”  has  all  but  disappeared  and  with  its  destruction  we  have  lost 
much  of  the  diversity  and  density  of  our  birds.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
define  a  typical  old  style  hedge.  It  was  simply  mature  thorns  2-4  metres 
high  and  2-4  metres  wide  at  the  base.  Its  function  was  to  provide  a  stock 
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proof  barrier.  What  is  to  be  seen  now,  with  our  arable  farming  county  ravaged 
by  mechanical  management,  polluted  by  chemicals  and  the  constant  annual 
abuse  by  firing  the  fields?  Perhaps  nothing  more  than  a  convenient  1  metre 
high,  0.5  metre  wide  divider  of  fields  which  is  now  in  danger  of  removal 
in  the  clamour  for  larger  fields. 

I  have  tried  to  quantify  the  disappearance  of  the  hedgerow  from  our 
Lincolnshire  landscape.  Not  expecting  the  hedges  to  be  removed  from  all 
areas  of  the  County  at  the  same  rate  I  have  sampled  four  areas  character¬ 
ised  by  their  different  soil  type  rather  thoroughly  during  the  last  two 
months.  They  are  the  Limestone  Heath,  Wragby  Clays,  The  Wolds  and 
the  Middle  Marsh  Clays.  The  method  was  to  visit  the  localities  with  a 
2Vi "  map  which  has  the  field  boundaries  marked  on  it  and  record  them 
as  either  present  or  absent  and  stock  proof  or  not  stock  proof.  Table  4  is 
a  summary  of  the  findings.  It  will  be  seen  that  already  over  two-thirds 
of  the  old  type  hedges  are  gone,  the  loss  greatest  in  the  Wolds  and 
Middle  Marsh. 


Table  4. 


LOSS  OF  HEDGES 


Limestone 

Wragby 

Clays 

Wolds 

Middle 

Marsh 

Sample  size  in  Km2 

Km.  of  hedges  per  Km2 

17 

21 

28 

21 

(on  map) 

4.4  (5.8)* 

5.6 

3.4 

6.1 

Km/Km2  still  stock  proof 

1.7  (2.7)* 

2.0 

0.5 

1.15 

Km/Km2  not  stock  proof 
TOTAL  PERCENTAGE 

2.7 

0.12 

1.98 

0.75 

LOSS 

79% 

63% 

86% 

81% 

*  Total  in  brackets  includes 
stone  walls. 


By  knowing  the  length  of  hedgerow  needed  per  pair  of  birds,  the  loss 
of  bird  life  from  our  environment  can  be  calculated.  Fortunately  a  good 
set  of  figures  are  available  from  the  farmland  censuses  mentioned  at  the 
beginning.  To  illustrate  the  loss  of  birdlife,  I  have  chosen  just  four  species 
that  moved  into  farmland  from  the  original  ancestral  woodland  habitat. 
Table  5  shows  the  length  in  metres  required  per  pair  of  Blackbird,  Dunnock, 
Wren  and  Chaffinch  and  using  the  information  in  Table  4  we  can  estimate 
the  population  of  these  species  before  and  after  removal  of  hedgerows 
in  the  four  areas.  This  is  shown  in  Table  6.  Subsequently  any  such  loss 
of  birdlife  can  be  calculated  as  a  percentage  for  each  species  and  this  is 
shown  as  Table  7. 


Table  5. 

METRES  OF  HEDGE  REQUIRED  PER  PAIR  OF  BIRDS 


Blackbird 

188 

metres 

Dunnock 

183 

metres 

Wren 

301 

metres 

Chaffinch 

263 

metres 
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Table  6. 


PAIRS  PER  Km2  BEFORE  AND  AFTER  REMOVAL 

OF  HEDGES 


Limestone 

Wragby 

Clays 

Wolds 

Middle 

Marsh 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

Blackbird 

23 

9 

30 

10 

18 

3 

32 

6 

Dunnock 

24 

9 

30 

9 

18 

3 

32 

6 

Wren 

14 

5 

18 

7 

11 

1.6 

20 

4 

Chaffinch 

16 

6 

21 

7 

12 

1.9 

23 

4 

Table  7. 

PERCENTAGE  LOSS  OF  PAIRS 
PER  Km2 


Wragby 

Middle 

Limestone 

Clays 

Wolds 

Marsh 

Blackbird 

61% 

66% 

83% 

81% 

Dunnock 

62% 

70% 

83% 

81% 

Wren 

64% 

61% 

85% 

80% 

Chaffinch 

62% 

66% 

84% 

82% 

I  question  the  ability  of  our  bird  communities  to  survive  and  adapt  to 
our  now  much  thoughtlessly  improved  Lincolnshire  farmland.  In  conclusion 
one  cannot  but  reflect  that  an  enormous  loss  of  bird  life  has  taken  place 
and  that  this  loss  has  gone  largely  unrecorded,  and  is  of  a  far  greater 
magnitude  and  with  little  chance  of  a  short  time  recovery  than  was  ex¬ 
perienced  from  the  natural  catastrophe  of  the  1962-63  winter  or  the  un¬ 
natural  catastrophies  of  the  pesticide  kills  of  the  mid-1950’s  both  of  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  special  studies  and  much  recurrent  publicity. 

The  more  important  References: 

Benson  G.  B.  G.  &  Williamson  K.  Breeding  birds  of  a  mixed  farm  in  Suffolk.  Bird  Study 
Vol.  19  No.  1  March  1972. 

Bull  A.  L.,  Mead  C.  J.,  Williamson  K.  Bird  life  on  a  Norfolk  farm.  Bird  Study  Vol.  23 
No.  3  Sept.  1976. 

Cornwallis  R.  K.  Change  on  the  Farm.  County  Trust  Conference  1968. 

Cornwallis  R.  K.  The  Problems  of  Birds  as  Pests.  Institute  of  Biology  Symposium  no.  17. 

Ed.  Murton  R.  K.  &  Wright  E.  N.  Academic  Press  1968. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  Statistics,  1963-66  and  1973. 

Murton  R.  K.  Man  and  Birds.. Collins  New  Naturalist  No.  51. 

Robson  R.  W.  &  Williamson  K.  The  Breeding  Birds  of  a  Westmorland  Farm.  Bird  Studv 
Vol.  19  No.  4  1972. 

Snow  D.  W.  &  Mayer-Gross  H.  Farmland  as  a  nesting  habitat.  Bird  Study  Vol.  14.  No.  1 
March  1967. 

Tinker  J.  The  end  of  the  English  Landscape.  New  Scientist  Dec.  1974. 

Williamson  K.  The  Bird  Community  of  Farmland.  Bird  Study  Vol.  14  No.  4  Dec.  1967. 
Williamson  K.  The  importance  of  managing  scrub  as  a  breeding  habitat  for  birds.  County 
Trust  Conference  1968. 

Williamson  K.  A  bird  census  study  of  a  Dorset  Dairy  Farm.  Bird  Study  Vol.  18  No.  2 
June  1971. 

Wilson  P.  J.  &  Wilkinson  R.  B.  Manor  Farm,  Low  Toynton.  Trans  LNU  Vol.  18  No.  1 
Part  2  1972. 

Wright  D.  B.  Nine  years  of  BTO  Common  Bird  Census  at  Brattleby.  Trans  LNU  Vol.  18 
No.  1  Part  2  1972. 
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HON.  GENERAL  SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

Once  again  my  Report  is  on  traditional  lines.  Dealing  first  with  public¬ 
ations,  there  has  been  a  continuing  steady  sale  of  the  “Flora  of  Lincolnshire’’ 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  only  88  copies  now  remain  out  of  the 
original  1,000  printed.  Treating  this  work  on  its  own  we  have,  of  course, 
long  since  recovered  all  the  expenses  of  printing  and  distribution  which 
means  that  each  further  sale  represents  entire  profit  to  the  Union. 

As  most  members  will  already  know,  the  second  edition  of  “The  Geology 
of  Lincolnshire’’  was  published  on  4th  December  last  and  I  think  that 
those  better  qualified  to  judge  the  position  than  myself  were  satisfied 
with  the  pre-publication  orders.  The  up-to-date  position  is  that,  again 
out  of  an  original  printing  of  1,000  copies,  we  have  386  copies  left. 
Of  the  others  possibly  a  maximum  of  20  copies  represent  those  used  for 
copyright  purposes  and  other  complimentary  copies  sent  to  various  inter¬ 
ested  bodies.  Your  Treasurer  will  be  able  to  judge  the  position  more 
exactly  but  I  think  that,  judged  on  its  own,  we  still  have  some  little  way 
to  go  before  we  reach  the  “break  even”  point  (but  I  would  emphasise 
that,  taking  into  account  the  satisfactory  position  regarding  “Flora”  and 
the  original  cash  in  hand,  the  publications  position  generally  is  in  a  very 
healthy  state. 

The  various  meetings  in  the  recent  Winter  Programme  produced  satisfactory 
attendances  and  were,  I  feel,  generally  enjoyed. 

The  Executive  Committee  held  6  meetings  during  the  past  year  and, 
once  again,  the  linked  questions  of  publication  and  finance  were  the  major 
subject  discussed.  Referring  to  my  Report  at  last  year’s  A.G.M.,  the  first 
issue  of  “Transactions”  in  its  new  format  has  recently  been  distributed 
to  members  and  I  am  sure  that  Miss  Needham  should  be  congratulated  on 
the  standard  achieved  at  a  most  significant  saving  in  cost. 

In  concluding,  I  should  like  to  introduce  a  personal  note.  I  informed 
your  Executive  Committee  some  considerable  time  ago  of  my  wish  to 
resign  as  General  Secretary  at  the  1978  A.G.M.  My  sole  reason  for  this 
is  that  I  consider  it  would  be  in  the  best  long-term  interests  of  the  Union. 
Whilst  I  should  strongly  resent  any  suggestion  that  I  am  approaching 
the  “bathchair”  stage  I  have  had  a  reasonable  spell  as  Secretary  and  my 
professional  workload  continues  at  a  level  when  I  do  not  honestly  feel 
that  I  have  sometimes  been  able  to  give  as  much  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  as  the  appointment  requires.  I  am  confident  that  the  length 
of  notice  which  I  have  given  will  enable  an  acceptable  successor  to  be  found. 

J.  Rowe. 
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FIELD  SECRETARIES’  REPORT  1976 

Eight  Field  meetings  were  held  in  1976  and  a  deliberate  attempt  was 
made  to  give  as  many  as  possible  a  “theme”.  In  some  cases  this  was  a 
site  survey,  in  others  an  introduction  to  a  possibly  new  branch  of  fieldwork, 
and  in  yet  others,  the  two  combined. 

Unfortunately  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  were  very  dry  and  the 
summer  months  extremely  hot,  and  many  of  the  meetings  suffered  because 
of  this.  One  that  certainly  did  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  year,  the 
Small  Streams  Survey  on  April  24th.  Members  met  at  Luddington  and 
divided  into  three  groups  to  study  the  streams  draining  eastwards  off  the 
Wolds,  but  after  the  hot  summer  of  1975  and  the  following  dry  winter, 
many  of  the  stream  beds  were  dry.  However  the  meeting  was  well-attended 
and  much  enjoyed.  The  results  are  reported  later  in  this  issue. 

In  May  the  Union  met  at  Careby  Wood,  near  Witham  on  the  Hill,  to 
carry  out  a  Site  survey.  The  old  wood  on  the  site  had  been  felled  and 
replanted  with  conifers  in  the  1950’s,  but  many  of  the  plants  previously 
recorded,  including  Yellow  Star  of  Bethlehem,  were  found  to  have  survived. 
Both  Red  and  Fallow  Deer  live  in  the  wood;  tracks,  droppings  and  cast 
antlers  were  found,  and  both  species  glimpsed  by  members.  A  group 
of  ornithologists  carried  out  a  system  of  recording  all  bird  “encounters” 
in  a  set  time,  in  order  to  calculate  the  Relative  Abundance  of  species. 
This  was  a  new  and  interesting  method,  which  will  be  repeated. 

The  mid-week  meeting,  in  Skellingthorpe  Old  Wood  on  June  2nd,  was 
led  by  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons,  giving  members  an  opportunity  to  improve 
their  Botany.  The  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  the  finding  of  good  numbers 
of  Butterfly  Orchids. 

On  12th  June  a  return  visit  was  made  to  Risby  Warren.  Possibly 
because  of  the  heat,  and  the  fact  that  many  members  had  attended  the 
previous  meeting  there  in  1975,  this  meeting  was  less  popular  than  most. 
Several  groups  of  Wood  Tiger  moth  caterpillars,  as  well  as  one  adult 
moth,  were  found. 

The  meeting  at  Messingham  Sand  Quarries  on  June  26th  was  also  badly 
hit  by  the  heat,  many  members  being  unable  to  stay  out  in  the  sun. 
Those  who  did  remain  carried  out  both  routine  site  recording,  and 
recording  of  all  groups  along  a  transect  drawn  through  a  number  of 
habitats.  This  brought  out  very  well,  for  instance,  the  reliance  of  some 
butterfly  species  on  their  food  plants,  and  the  difference  between  the 
bird  communities  of  the  hedgerow  and  open  grassland.  In  the  evening 
two  moth  lights  were  used  very  successfully  along  an  open  track, 
attracting  a  greater  number  of  species  than  ever  previously  recorded  in 
the  area. 

Fieldwork  methods  new  to  many  members  were  used  at  the  mammal 
meeting,  led  by  Mr.  Maurice  Johnson  in  Nocton  Wood  on  10th  July. 
The  wood  was  divided  into  four  areas,  each  allotted  to  a  group  who  were 
instructed  in  how  to  find  and  recognise  snail-shells  opened  by  Bank 
Voles,  honeysuckle  bark  stripped  by  Dormice  and  hazel  nuts  gnawed  by 
Wood  Mice.  Other  groups  were  not  ignored,  a  giant  puff-ball  being 
much  admired  by  the  mycologists,  and  a  possible  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 
tracked  by  the  ornithologists 
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For  the  President’s  meeting  in  August,  the  Union  returned  to  Benington 
Marsh.  Following  as  closely  as  possible  the  transect  used  in  1971,  the 
effect  on  the  saltmarsh  flora  and  fauna  of  the  recent  reclamation  in  the 
area  was  examined.  The  most  unexpected  finding  was  that  the  width  of 
the  marsh  (including  the  reclaimed  area)  had  actually  decreased  since  1971. 

Another  southern  woodland,  Ponton  Park  Wood,  was  visited  in  September. 
This  has  areas  of  new  plantings,  but  unlike  Careby  Wood  much  of  the 
woodland  remains  deciduous,  being  mainly  Oak  and  Ash  with  an  under¬ 
story  containing  Gean,  Field  Maple,  Buckthorn,  Dogwood  and  Guelder 
Rose.  The  bird  spectrum  was  correspondingly  different,  with  Nuthatch 
as  an  added  bonus. 

The  final  meeting  was  the  Fungus  Foray,  held  at  Hoplands  Wood  on 
October  9th,  and  led  as  usual  by  Miss  Grace  Waterhouse  from  Kew. 
The  long  dry  spell  having  ended  at  last,  this  was  far  more  successful  than 
could  have  been  hoped  for  earlier  in  the  year,  and  a  very  good  turn-out 
of  members  helped  to  contribute  to  the  record  “bag”. 

Anne  Goodall,  P.  Gooseman. 
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SECTION  OFFICERS  REPORTS 

GEOLOGY 


D.  N.  Robinson,  m.sc. 

Notes  on  two  sections  supplied  by  M.  J.  Czajkowski 

1.  Ditch  section  exposure  of  Rhaetic/White  Lias  at  eastern  end  of  new 
Gainsborough  bypass  (SK  843905),  seen  early  1 

Top  soil  and  rubble 

Fragments  of  fine  limestone  1cm  thick 

White  crumbly  marl 

Persistent  limestone  with  Modiolus  sp. 
shells  on  underside 

Alternating  paper  limestones  (1mm)  and 
crumbly  marl  with  small  calcite  (?) 
concretions  often  hollow 

The  crumbly  marl  with  concretions  seems  to  match  the  description 
of  the  Cotham  Marls  as  seen  at  the  Barnstone  railway  cutting  by 
J.  H.  Sykes.  The  impressions  of  Modiolus  sp.  on  the  underside  of 
the  persistent  limestone  (identified  by  Sykes)  were  also  seen  on  some 
of  the  paper  limestones  in  the  marl  below.  It  is  suggested  that  these 
are  the  Pre-Planorbis  beds  of  the  Jurassic. 

2.  Section  in  re-opened  gravel  pit  at  Donington  on  Bain  (TF  231837). 

Dull  grey  /brown  boulder  clay  with  large  \ 
tabular  flints  up  to  25cm  across  j 

Brown/grey,  generally  stoneless  clay 

Coarse  gravel  with  flints  up  to  1 

800mm  diam.  j 

Well  cemented  coarse  sand  with  \ 

sandstone  blocks  j 

Greenish/yellow  soft  sandstone  with  ) 

impressions  of  belemnites  and  [ 

Entolium  orbicular e  ' 

The  gravels  overlying  the  Spilsby  Sandstone  contain  mammalian  frag¬ 
ments,  rounded  chalk  pebbles  partially  hollow  and  with  an  iron 
concretion  inside,  and  much  manganese  oxide  throughout  the  deposit. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  upper  boulder  clay  is  the  Belmont  Till. 


1 .2m 
0.5m 

0.8m 

10.20cm 

seen  to  1.5m 


976. 


\ 


30cm 

lcm 

1.2m 


Pebbles  on  the  beach. 

Beachcombing  for  interesting  pebbles,  to  tumble-polish  or  to  paint, 
has  increased  considerably  in  recent  years.  While  the  Lincolnshire  coast 
may  not  produce  a  quantity  of  semi-precious  stones,  the  fact  of  the 
boulder  clay  being  just  below  the  cover  of  beach  sands  and  exposed  in 
places  ensures  a  ready  supply  of  erratic  pebbles.  These  originate  from 
Scotland,  Northern  England  and  Scandinavia. 
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Apart  from  the  relationship  of  shape  to  rock  type,  there  are  two  other 
main  areas  of  study:  a  comprehensive  collection  of  pebble  types  and 
quantitative  studies  across  a  range  of  types.  Little  serious  work  has  been 
done  on  the  latter,  but  fifteen  years  of  collecting  have  shown  that  the 
range  of  rock  types  to  be  found  is  very  considerable.  In  1976  a  superb 
banded  agate  with  a  long  axis  of  5cm  was  found  and  in  1977  a  dinosaur 
vertebrae  was  recovered,  and  at  least  one  example  of  the  Scandinavian 
rhomb  porphory  turns  up  each  year. 

A  reference  collection  is  being  compiled  and  I  should  be  grateful  to 
receive  any  unusual  pebble  specimens  from  the  Lincolnshire  coast  for 
identification  and  recording. 


Additions  to  the  Bibliography  since  publication  of  the  2nd  edition  of 
‘The  Geology  of  Lincolnshire’,  1976. 


Burley  S. 


Robinson  D.  N. 
Straw  A. 

Straw  A. 


The  Sedimentology  of  the  Lias  Clays  Exposed  at  Waddington  Brickyard 
South  of  Lincoln.  Journ.  of  Harker  Geol.  Soc.  (Univ.  of  Hull)  11,  1, 
1976,  19-32. 

Gibraltar  Point  Lincolnshire  and  the  Northern  Fen  Edge  (excursion  report), 
Mercian  Geologist,  6,  2,  1977,  133-135. 

The  Shaping  of  Lincolnshire:  The  Role  of  Seas  and  Lakes.  Pres.  Add. 
Lincoln  Branch,  Geographical  Assoc.,  1975  (pamphl.) 

The  Shaping  of  Lincolnshire:  The  Role  of  Ice  and  Snow.  Pres.  Add. 
Lincoln  Branch,  Geographical  Assoc.,  1976  (pamphl.) 

Tattershall  Castle  pit  series,  Lincolnshire,  Radiocarbon,  15  (3),  1973,  453. 


BOTANY 

Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons;  f.l.s. 

Two  years  of  drought  and  heat  affected  plants  and  trees,  the  grass 
became  brown  and  until  September  when  rain  came  plenteously,  there 
was  little  surviving. 

Careby  Wood,  though  felled  and  replanted,  produced  some  woodland 
plants  of  the  original  flora.  Spindle  ( Euonymus ),  Mountain  Ash  and  Wild 
Service  tree  ( Sorbus  aucuparia  and  5.  torminalis)  survive.  Small  Teasel 
(Dipsacus  pilosus)  and  Cotton  Thistle  (Onopordum  acanthium)  were  seen. 

Skellingthorpe  Wood,  a  mid-week  meeting,  was  very  pleasant.  This  is 
another  ancient  wood  with  Small-leaved  Lime  (Tilia  cordata)  Lilies  of  the 
Valley  (Convollaria  majalis)  and  a  few  Butterfly  Orchids. 

Risby  Warren  was  very  dry,  the  chief  glory  was  Yellow  Stonecrop 
(Sedum  acre)  in  masses.  Purple  Milk-vetch  (Astragalus  danicus)  was  not 
producing  many  flowers  due  to  the  drought.  Trailing  St.  John’s  Wort 
(Hypericum  humifusum)y  Buckshorn  Plantain  (P.  coronopus)  and  Plough¬ 
man’s  Spikenard  (Inula  conyza)  were  surviving. 

Messingham  Sand  Pits,  a  large  area  of  sand  and  water,  produced  a 
list  of  84  plants  and  trees  in  spite  of  the  blistering  heat. 

Nocton  Wood  is  one  of  several  woods  on  gravel  adjoining  the  Car 
Dyke.  A  few  calcifuge  plants  were  present.  Besides  woodland  plants,  a 
claypit  with  water  plants  contributed  to  the  variety  of  habitats.  Musk 
Mallow  (M.  moschata),  Blue  Fleabane  (Erigeron  acre),  Wood  Sage  (Teucrium 
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scorodonia);  Brookweed  (Samolus  valerandi),  Heath  Speedwell  (Veronica 
officinalis)  and  Hedge  Bedstraw  ( Galium  mollugo)  were  seen. 


New  Records  1976 

Puccinellia  rupestris 
Ruppia  maritima 
Ruppia  spiralis 
Angelica  archangelica 
Hypericum  elodes 
Centunculus  (Anagallis)  minimus 
Limonium  humile 
Mercurial  is  perennis 
Sa/icornia  perenne 
Dactylorrhyza  praetermissa 


Division 

17  &  18 

A.  Gray 

(1974) 

New  County  Record 

18 

A.  G. 

(1974) 

New  V.  C.  Record 

17 

A.  G. 

(1974) 

New  V.  C.  Record 

6 

E.  J.  Gibbons 

6 

E.  J.  G. 

10 

B.  Redman 

17 

P.  Adam 

(1973) 

17 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

18 

P.  A. 

(1973) 

18 

A.  G. 

MYCOLOGY 


H.  J.  Houghton 


After  a  very  dry  year  in  1975,  the  first  nine  months  in  1976  were  again 
exceptionally  dry,  leading  to  very  parched  conditions  indeed,  and  the 
specimens  found  earlier  in  the  year  consequently  were  from  either  lignicolous 
or  coprophilous  species.  Even  these  were  few  in  number.  However,  late 
September  gave  us  rain  in  quantity,  causing  a  glut  both  of  specimens  and 
species,  some  of  the  specimens  being  exceptionally  large  in  size.  The 
writer  collected  enough  specimens  of  Boletus  edulis  at  Woodhall  on  the 
4th  October  to  feed  a  class  of  20  for  breakfast  on  the  following  morning. 
Fruiting  bodies  from  Agaricus  species  appeared  in  quantity,  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  mycophagists  among  us.  Included  were  A.  campestris , 
A.  silvaticus,  A.  silvicola,  A.  arvensis  and  the  poisonous  A.  xanthodermus. 
One  specimen  of  A.  arvensis  (the  Horse  Mushroom)  collected  by  Mr. 
Eric  Clipson  in  Newball  Wood  measured  some  12  inches  across  the  cap 
and  weighed  1  lb.  10  oz. 

At  the  general  meetings  of  the  Union,  results  of  identifications  were 
as  follows: 


Small  streams  survey  24.4.76 

CarebyWood.  '  22.5.76 

Skellingthorpe  Wood.  2.6.76 

Nocton  Wood.  10.7.76 

Grimsthorpe  Wood.  5.6.76 


4  species.  2  records  for  Div.  8. 
29  species.  8  records  for  Div.  16. 

9  species.  1  record  for  Div.  13. 

5  species.  2  records  for  Div.  13. 
19  species.  12  records  for  Div.  14 


The  annual  Fungus  Foray,  led  by  Miss  G.  M.  Waterhouse,  was  held 
at  Hoplands  Wood  Nature  Reserve  on  the  9th  October,  by  courtesy  of 
the  Lincolnshire  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation.  It  took  place  during  a 
rainy  period,  with  the  very  pleasing  result  that  specimens  were  collected 
from  102  species.  One  only,  Marasmius  cohaerens,  was  a  new  record  for 
Lincolnshire,  and  the  35  others  listed  below  were  new  records  for  the 
very  well  worked  Division  11.  Many  thanks  are  due  to  Miss  Waterhouse 
and  her  colleagues  at  Kew  for  identification  of  specimens. 

Many  specimens  were  sent  in  this  year  by  Mr.  Vic  Knight,  Mr.  F.  Brasier, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Chandler,  Mrs.  Parrish,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Houghton,  Mrs.  I.  Weston 
and  Mr.  E.  Clipson.  The  accolade,  however,  must  be  awarded  to  our 
Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Rowe,  who  during  the  year  has  brought  over  to  the 
writer  over  250  specimens  for  identification.  He  tells  me  his  wife  is  mainly 
responsible  for  finding  them  in  the  woods.  Some  34  Divisional  records 
have  resulted,  thus  filling  a  number  of  gaps  in  our  records.  A  total  of  77 
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new  Divisional  records  other  than  those  from  the  Foray  have  been  logged 
during  the  year  as  detailed  below. 

Fungus  Foray,  Hoplands  Wood,  9th  October,  1976  (Division  11) 

New  County  Record  Marasmius  cohaerens 

New  Records  for  Division  11 

Boletus  chrysenteron 
Boletus  scaber 
Clitocybe  geotropa 
Clitocybe  odor  a 
Coprinus  comat  us 
Coprinus  haemerobius 
Cortinarius  glandicolor 
Entoloma  prunuloides 
Entoloma  rhodopolium 
Galerina  mutabilis 
Galerina  unicolor 
Hebeloma  sacchariolens 
Inocybe  asterospora 
Inocybe  geophylla 
(var.  lilacina ) 

Laccaria  laccata 
Lacrymaria  velutina 
Lactarius  torminosus 
Lepiota  procera 

65  other  identifications  of  specimens  from  species  already  recorded  for  Division  11  were  made. 

Other  Records  for  1976. 

New  County  Record. 

Ptychogaster  alba  Division  7) 

New  Divisional  Records. 

Total  77  (Details  can  be  obtained  from  the  mycology  secretary,  Mr.  H.  J.  Houghton, 
if  required.) 


Mycena  acicula 
Mycena  fibula 
Mycena  galopus 
Pholiota  carbonaria 
Auriscalpium  vulgare 
Calocera  cornea 
Cristella  farinacea 
Hapalopilus  nidulans 
Merulius  corium 
Merulius  tremellosus 
Schizoporia  versipora 
Typhula  phacorhiza 
Tyromyces  caesius 
Hypocrea  gelatinosa 
Pyronema  omphalodes 
Physarum  nutans 
Trichia  affinis 
Tubifera  ferruginosa 


BRYOLOGY 

M.  R.  D.  Seaward,  m.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  f.l.s. 

A  Bryophyte  Check-List  for  Lincolnshire 

The  following  are  corrections  and  additions  to  the  county  check-list 
(Seaward,  1969,  1971).  The  data  are  based  on  published  sources  (Nichols, 
1975;  Seaward,  1972,  1974,  1977;  Adam,  1976),  a  taxonomic  revision  of 
Bryum  capillar e  and  related  species  (Syed,  1973),  and  field  records  made 
during  the  last  three  years. 

Mosses 

1/1  Sphagnum  palustre  L.  -  add  div.  17 

1/8  S.  squarrosum  Pers.  ex  Crome  -  add  div.  17 

1/19  S.  fimbriatum  Wils.  -  add  div.  17 

1/27  S.  plumulosum  Rdl.  -  add  div.  17 

5/7  Polytrichum  juniperinum  Hedw.  -  add  div.  9 

5/9  P.  aurantiacum  Sw.  -  add  divs.  12  and  16 

5/10  P.  formosum  Hedw.  -  add  divs.  12,  15  and  16;  delete  parentheses  from  div.  13 

8/17  Fissidens  adianthoides  Hedw.  -  substitute  ‘1795,  Pulteney  in  Nichols’  for  ‘1877,  Lees’ 

22/2  Dicranella  schreberana  (Hedw.)  Dix.  -  add  div.  10 

22/4A  D.  staphylina  Whitehouse  (337)  1967,  Crundwell.  17  (=  new  county  record) 

27/1  Dicrano weisia  cirrata  (Hedw.)  Lindb.  -  add  divs.  9  and  17 
29/13  Dicranum  scoparium  Hedw.  -  add  div.  9 

31/11  Campylopus  introflexus  (Hedw.)  Brid.  (490)  1975,  Walker.  9(=  new  county  record) 
36/3  Aloina  ambigua  (B.  &  S.)  Limpr.  -  add  div.  3 
40/3  Pottia  heimii  (Hedw.)  Fiirnr.  add  div.  18 
44/4  Barbula  hornschuchiana  Schultz  -  add  div.  16 
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44/6  B.  acuta  (Brid.)  Brid.  -  add  div.  13 
44/18  B.  vinealis  Brid.  -  add  div.  16 

51/3  Trichostomum  sinuosum  (Mitt.)  Lindb.  ex  Herzog  -  add  div.  16 

55/2  Grimmia  apocarpa  Hedw.  -  add  div.  9 

73/15  Pohlia  delicatula  (Hedw.)  Grout  -  add  divs.  9  and  17 

77/27  Bryum  radiculosum  Brid.  -  substitute  ‘1913,  Marshall’ for  ‘1923,  Holderness’;  add  div.  4 
77/37E  Substitute  ‘ B .  torquescens  Bruch’  for  ‘var.  torquescens  (Bruch  ex  De  Not.)  Husn.’; 
add  divs.  2,  10  and  1 1 

77/38  B.  obconicum  Hornsch  -  delete;  all  records  proved  to  be  B.  torquescens 
79/9  Mnium  longirostrum  Brid.  -  add  div.  9 
79/14  M.  punctatum  Hedw.  -  add  div.  17 

81/3  Aulacornnium  androgynum  (Hedw.)  Schwaegr.  -  add  divs.  9  and  17 

98/2  Orthotrichum  anomalurn  Hedw.  -  add  div.  10 

100/1  Fontinalis  antipyretica  Hedw.  -  add  div.  1 

126/2  Campylium  protensum  (Brid.)  Kindb.  -  add  divs.  5  and  16 

128/1  Hygroamblystegium  tenax  (Hedw.)  Jenn.  -  add  div.  16 

129/2  Amblystegium  juratzkanum  Schimp.  -  add  div.  17 

141/5  Eurhynchium  swartzii  (Turn.)  Curn.  -  add  div.  5 

146/1  Pseudoscleropodium  purum  (Hedw.)Fleisch.  -  add  div.  9 

148/4  Isopterygium  elegans  (Hook.)  Lindb.  -  add  div.  16 

149/4  Plagiothecium  denticulatum  (Hedw.)  B.,  S.  &  G.  -  add  divs.  16  and  17 

149/10  P.  succulentum  (Wils.)  Lindb.  -  add  div.  16 

Hepatics 

10/10  Riccia  fluitans  L.  -  add  div.  16 
12/3  Riccardia  sinuata  (Dicks.)  Trev.  -  add  div.  17 
15/1  Metzgeria  furcata  (L.)  Dum.  -  add  divs.  10  and  17 
33/4  Calypogeia  fissa  (L.)  Raddi  -  add  divs.  1  and  17 

57/1  Lophocolea  bidentata  (L.)  Dum.  -  add  divs.  9  and  17 
57/2  L.  cuspidata  (Nees)  Limpr.  -  add  div.  17 


Published  Maps  including  Lincolnshire  Data 

Maps  (based  on  10  km  x  10  km  squares  of  the  national  grid)  of  the 
British  distribution  of  the  following  species,  which  incorporate  Lincolnshire 
records,  have  been  published  to  date: 

Bryum  donianum  Grev.  J.  Bryol.  7:  457  (1973) 

B.  knowltonii  Barnes.  J.  Bryol.  7:  452  (1973) 

B.  mamillatum  Lindb.  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  6:  153  (1969) 

B.  marratii  Wils.  J.  Bryol.  7:  450  (1973) 

B.  warneum  (Rohl.)  Bland  ex  Brid.  J.  Bryol.  7:  451  (1973) 

Camptothecium  nitens  (Hedw.)  Schimp.  (sub-fossil  record)  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  4: 
527  (1963) 

Dicranum  montanum  Hedw.  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  4:  516  (1963) 

D.  polysetum  Michx.  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  4:  884  (1965) 

D.  spurium  Hedw.  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  4:  885  (1965) 

Fissidens  crassipes  Wils.  ex  B.,  S.  &  G.  J.  Bryol.  7:  90  (1972) 

F.  viridulus  Wahlenb.  Trans.  Br.  bryol  Soc.  6:  65  (1969) 

Leucodon  sciuroides  (Hedw.)  Schwaegr.  J.  Bryol.  8:  502  (1975) 

Mnium  undulatum  Hedw.  (c.  fr.)  Trans.  Br.  bryol.  Soc.  6:  239  (1970) 

Plagiothecium  latebricola  B.,  S.  &  G.  J.  Bryol.  9:  123  (1976) 

Ricciocarpus  natans  (L.)  Corda  J.  Bryol.  8:  383  (1975) 

Scleropodiwn  tourretii  (Brid.)  L.  F.  Koch  J.  Bryol.  7:  95  (1972)  -  record  for  53/03  is  an  error 
Tortula  vahliana  (Schultz)  Wils.  J.  Bryol.  8:  125  (1974) 
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M.  R.  D.  SEAWARD;  M.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  F.L.S. 


The  programme  of  10  km  x  10  km  grid  square  mapping  of  lichens 
in  the  county  continues  to  thrive:  the  cartographical  summary  of  the 
post- 1960  records  which  accompanies  this  report  shows  to  good  effect 
the  advances  made  since  the  last  analysis  prepared  for  this  journal  (Trans. 
Lines.  Nat.  Un.  18:  85).  There  are  now,  on  average,  approximately  25 

records  per  grid  square,  and  35  grid  squares  have  less  than  20  records. 

These  data  show  a  55%  increase  in  mapping  records  over  the  past  four 

years  (cf.  Trans.  Lines.  Nat.  Un.  18:  84).  This  wealth  of  mapping  data 

includes  a  further  6  county,  7  vice-county  and  114  divisional  records. 

The  following  list  of  divisional  records  has  been  derived,  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  from  1976  fieldwork  by  myself,  on  one  occasion  in  the  company 
of  Mr.  F.  H.  Brightman  and  on  another  with  Mr.  E.  J.  Redshaw;  critical 
material  has  been  confirmed  or  identified  by  Mr.  B.  J.  Coppins,  and 
county  and  vice-county  records  are  indicated  by  double  and  single  asterisks 
respectively: 


Acarospora  fuscata  (Nyl.)  Arnold  6,  8, 
10,  17 

Anaptychia  ciliaris  (L.)  Korb.  *11 
Arthonia  spadicea  Leight.  **8 
Bacidia  chlorococca  (Stiz.)  Lett.  2,  *16 
B.  nitschkeana  (Lahm  ex  Rabenh.)  Zahlbr.  2 
B.  umbrina  (Ach.)  Bausch  8 
Buellia  alboatra  (Hoffm.)  Deichm.  Br.  & 
Rostr.  8 

B.  punctata  (Hoffm.)  Massal.  2,  6 
Ca/oplaca  aurantia  (Pers.)  Hellb.  6 

C.  aurantiaca  (Lightf.)  Th.  Fr.  *8,  11 
C.  citrina  (Hoffm.)  Th.  Fr.  18 

C.  heppiana  (Mull.  Arg.)  Zahlbr.  8 
C.  holocarpa  (Hoffm.)  Wade  17,  18 
C.  murorum  (Ach.)  Th.  Fr.  6 
C.  teicholyta  (Ach.)  Steiner  11 
Candelariella  aurella  (Hoffm.)  Zahlbr.  8, 
14,  17,  18 

C.  medians  (Nyl.)  A.  L.  Sm.  6,  17,  18 
Cladonia  coniocraea  (Florke)  Spreng.  11 
C.  pocillum  (Ach.)  O.  J.  Rich.  18 
Dirina  stenhammari  (Fr.)  Poelt  &  Follm. 

*8,  11,  13,  **14,  15,  16,  18 
Haematornma  ochroleucum  (Neck.)  Laund. 

var .  ochroleucum  *  *  1 1 
Lecania  cyrtella  (Ach.)  Th.  Fr.  8 
L.  erysibe  (Ach.)  Mudd.  18 
Lecanora  atra  (Huds.)  Ach.  8 
L.  calcarea  (L)  Sommerf.  18 
L.  campestris  (Schaer.)  Hue.  8,  18 
L.  contorta  (Hoffm.)  Steiner.  *6 
L.  crenulata  (Dicks.)  Hook.  6,  8 
L.  expallens  Ach.  6,  8,  17,  18 
L.  intricata  (Ach.)  Ach.  var.  soralifera 
Suza.  10,  11,  17 


L.  polytropa  (Hoffm.)  Rabenh.  8,  10,  11,  17 

Lecidea  coarctata  (Sm.)  Nyl.  15,17 

L.  crustulata  (Ach.)  Spreng.  6 

L.  granulosa  Hoffm.)  Ach.  8,  11 

L.  lucida  (Ach.)  Ach.  10 

L.  sea  bra  T.  Tayl.  2,11,14,17 

L .  scalar  is  (Ach . )  Ach .  1 1 

L.  stigmatea  Ach.  8,  14,  18 

L.  tumida  Massal.  8,  10.  11,  17 

Opegrapha  saxatilis  DC .  *  *  i  1 

Parmelia  glabratula  (Lamy)  Nyl.  subsp. 

fuliginosa  (Fr.  ex  Duby)  Laund.  8 
Physcia  adscendens  (Th.  Fr.)  Oliv.  em.  Bitt. 

8,  18 

P.  caesia  (Hoffm.)  Hampe.  8 
P.  enteroxantha  Nyl.  **8 
P.  farrea  (Ach.)  Vain.  **11 
P.  grisea  (Lam.)  Zahlbr.  8 
P.  nigricans  (Florke)  Stiz.  8,  11,  14 
P.  orbicularis  (Neck.)  Poetsch.  8 
P.  pulverulenta  (Schreb.)  Hampe.  1 1 
P.  tenella  (Scop.)  DC.  em.  Bitt.  8 
Placynthium  nigrum  (Huds.)  Gray.  6,  17 
Protoblastenia  rupestris  (Scop.)  Steiner. 

11,  17 

Rinodina  exigua  (Ach.)  Gray.  *17 

R.  subexigua  (Nyl.)  Oliv.  17,  18 

Sarcogyne  regularis  Korb.  18 

Toninia  aromatica  (Sm.)  Massal.  *11,  17,  18 

Verrucaria  hochstetteri  Fr.  6 

V.  mural  is  Ach.  17,  18 

V.  nigrescens  Pers.  8,  18 

V.  sphinctrina  Ach.  17,18 

V.  viridula  (Schrad.)Ach.  16,  17,  18 

Xanthoria  aureola  (Ach.)  Erichs.  8 

X.  polycarpa  (Hoffm.)  Oliv.  16 


The  Lincolnshire  lichen  flora  can  now  be  summarised  as  follows 
(cf.  Trans.  Lines.  Nat.  Un.  18:  17):  193  taxa  have  been  reported  from 
the  county,  of  which  one  has  proved  to  be  erroneous  and  five  are  doubtful 
in  the  absence  of  supporting  herbarium  material;  of  the  remaining  taxa, 
172  have  been  recorded  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  one  has  not 
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been  seen  since  1930,  and  14  have  not  been  seen  for  at  least  sixty  years 
(of  which  six  are  almost  certainly  extinct). 


VERTEBRATE  ZOOLOGY 

M.  Johnson,  f.z.s. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  highlight  of  1976  has  been  the  launching 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Animal  Survey,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  Miss  Anne 
Needham  (now  Mrs.  Anne  Goodall)  for  her  help  with  this.  The  idea  of 
following  the  successful  BTO  Bird  Survey  with  an  animal  survey  has  been 
talked  about  for  some  time,  but  I  am  sure  that  without  Anne’s  valuable 
help  this  survey  would  never  have  got  off  the  ground. 

Like  the  Bird  Survey,  the  Animal  Survey  is  being  organised  on  the  tetrad 
system  and  full  instructions  are  available  for  anyone  willing  to  help.  So  far 
the  response  to  the  appeal  for  survey  helpers  has  been  very  successful 
and  we  have  observers  covering  sixty-six  different  10  km  squares.  However, 
there  is  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done,  and  every  record  helps. 

Road  casualties  and  dead  animals  on  Keepers  gibbets  provide  many  useful 
records,  and  many  small  animals  are  also  discovered  dead  after  being 
trapped  in  cans  or  bottles.  Certainly  the  best  method  of  obtaining  records 
on  small  animals  though  is  from  Owl  pellets,  and  all  pellets  are  gratefully 
received  by  me  at  the  Lincoln  City  Museum.  Many  thanks  to  those  LNU 
members  who  keep  sending  me  specimens  in  the  form  of  dead  animals, 
Owl  pellets  and  nut  samples  —  please  keep  up  the  good  work  and  send 
in  more  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

The  present  Animal  Survey  is  already  bringing  in  much  new  information 
on  the  up-to-date  status  of  all  Mammals,  Amphibians  and  Reptiles  in 
the  county,  and  we  look  forward  very  much  to  the  eventual  production 
of  the  Animal  Atlas. 


LEPIDOPTERA 

J.  H.  Duddington 

After  a  cool  spring,  the  summer  of  1976  was  very  warm  and  dry,  many 
days  had  temperatures  into  the  eighties.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  ‘Butterfly 
year’,  and  some  species  were  very  prolific  and  produced  three  broods. 

Temperatures  dropped  rapidly  after  the  warm  days,  and  several  Lepi- 
dopterists  reported  that  the  numbers  of  some  species  of  moths  coming  to 
the  Mercury  Vapour  lamps  were  down.  The  highlight  of  the  year  was 
the  large  number  of  migrants  that  visited  the  counties  of  Lincolnshire  and 
South  Humberside  —  it  certainly  the  best  year  for  migrants  that  I  can 
remember. 

Butterflies 

The  large  handsome  butterfly  the  Camberwell  Beauty  (Nymphalis 
antiopa)  was  very  widespread  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  country.  They 
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cross  the  North  Sea  from  Central  and  Northern  Europe.  A  thousand 
N.  antiopa  have  been  recorded  from  the  British  Isles  in  the  past  100  years. 
The  largest  number  in  one  year  was  436  in  1872,  with  over  200  sightings 
this  year.  The  last  record  for  Lines,  was  1896. 

Three  Camberwell  Beauties  were  seen  in  the  Scunthorpe  area  this  year, 
one  in  the  Brumby  Nature  Reserve  by  Mr.  B.  Walker  on  September  30th, 
and  two  more  west  of  Scunthorpe.  One  of  these,  taken  by  Mrs.  Rees  from 
her  garden  in  October,  hibernated  in  a  small  cage  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  was  still  alive.  Other  records  were  from  Lincoln  (Sept.  4th, 
G.  Posnett),  Cherry  Willingham  (Sept.  4th,  G.  P.),  Gibraltar  Point  (August 
23rd,  R.  Pilcher)  and  Sutton-on-Sea  (Aug.  24th,  R.  P.). 

Nearly  all  lepidopterists  consider  1976  the  best  year  for  the  common 
butterflies  that  they  can  remember,  in  Bardney  Forest  numbers  were  almost 
unbelievable.  The  Orange-tip  (Anthocaris  cardamines)  was  again  plentiful 
and  the  Brimstone  (Gonepteryx  rhamni)  widespread.  Large  White  (Pieris 
brassicae)  and  Small  White  (Pieris  rapae)  were  numerous,  numbers  being 
increased  by  immigrants.  The  Green -veined  White  (Pieris  napi)  managed 
three  broods. 

Common  Browns  had  a  very  good  year  and  the  Common  Blue  (Poly- 
ommatus  icarus)  was  very  plentiful  on  road  verges. However  the  Holly 
Blue  (Celastrina  argiolus)  had  a  poor  year  and  was  only  observed  in 
South  Lines. 

I  visited  Risby  Warren  and  only  observed  one  worn  Grayling  (Eumenis 
sernele). 

One  record  only  of  the  Comma  (Polygonia  c-album),  found  in  a  wood 
near  Billingborough  by  Miss  M.  Goom  on  Feb.  10th,  it  was  taken  into 
care  and  accepted  honey  solution.  It  was  returned  to  the  wood  on  April  2nd. 

The  White  Admiral  (Limenitis  camilia)  has  returned  to  the  county  and 
was  observed  in  the  Bardney  woodlands  by  A.  E.  Smith,  but  Fritillaries 
are  still  absent. 

This  was  a  year  for  the  Vanessids,  large  numbers  of  Red  Admirals 
(Vanessa  atalanta)  were  on  the  wing,  and  continued  into  November.  The 
Painted  Lady  (Vanessa  cardui)  was  widespread  and  very  common  in 
coastal  areas. 

Other  records: 

Brown  Hairstreak  (Thecla  betulae)  Bardney  Forest  (AES) 

Purple  Hairstreak  (T.  quercus)  Bardney  Forest  (AES) 

White-letter  Hairstreak  (Strymonidia  w-album)  Burton  Pits  (MT) 

Grizzled  Skipper  (Pyrgus  malvae)  Bardney  Forest  (EM) 

Dingy  Skipper  (Erynnis  tages)  Bardney  Forest  (EM) 

Moths 

Four  Clifden  Nonpareil  (Catacola  fraxini)  were  recorded.  We  only  have 
a  single  previous  record  of  this  fine  moth,  from  Hogsthorpe,  September 
1875  (R.  Garfit).  Mr.  T.  Jeffs  found  one  this  year  in  long  grass  at  Great 
Coates  on  September  2nd,  two  more  came  from  Mr.  R.  Pilcher  and  another 
from  Gibraltar  Point  (M.  Townsend). 

The  Convolvulus  Hawk  (Herse  convolvuli),  another  migrant  and  one 
of  the  largest  moths  to  visit  us,  was  both  numerous  and  widespread.  The 
moths  appear  to  have  followed  the  line  of  the  Humber  and  Trent  and 
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were  found  in  the  Humberside  villages  and  on  the  western  side  of  Scun¬ 
thorpe.  Ten  were  taken  to  Scunthorpe  Museum  by  members  of  the  public 
between  August  and  October.  Eleven  were  recorded  by  R.E.M.P.  from 
South  Lines,  with  another  from  Boston  on  Sept.  16th  (A.E.S.).  Two  more 
were  observed  by  Mr.  G.  Posnett  feeding  on  Buddleia  in  his  Lincoln 
garden  on  Sept.  18th  and  22nd,  and  a  single  one  by  M.  P.  Gooseman 
on  July  12th  in  his  garden  at  Alkborough. 

%  ■ 

The  very  rare  Bedstraw  Hawk  (Celerio  galii)  again  visited  us.  P.G. 
reported  one  feeding  on  honeysuckle,  Aug.  20th,  another  came  to  petunia 
Sept.  15th,  and  there  were  two  more  in  a  Scotton  garden  in  June  and 
August. 

Five  larvae  of  the  Death’s  Head  Hawk  (Acherantia  atropos),  the  largest 
moth  found  in  the  British  Isles,  were  taken  in  a  potato  field  near  Epworth. 
Another  visitor  from  Europe,  the  Humming-bird  Hawk  (Macroglossum 
stellatarum)  has  fascinated  many  people.  They  have  been  quite  common 
in  parks  and  gardens  this  year. 

We  have  three  new  County  Records,  from  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher: 

Peacock  Moth  (Semiothisa  notata).  South  Thoresby,  August  22nd. 

Dotted  Rustic  (Rhyacia  simulans),  Muckton,  August  6th.  This  species  occurs  in  various 
places  on  the  west  coast. 

Large  Thorn  (Ennomos  autumnaria).  This  fine  migrant  came  to  light  in  Tothill  Wood, 
and  a  second  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  (MT) 

The  Kent  Black  Arches  (Nola  albula)  is  a  very  scarce  species  first  observed 
in  England  1859  in  a  NE  Kent  locality.  Two  moths  were  found  at  Gibraltar 
Point  on  July  3rd  this  year,  where  the  larval-food  plant  Dewberry  (Rubus 
caesius)  is  plentiful.  Our  only  other  record  occurred  at  Grimsby,  on 
August  19th,  1906. 

The  Varied  Coronet  (Hadena  compta)  was  plentiful  on  26th  June  in  a 
Boston  garden  (AES).  This  attractive  species  is  rapidly  spreading  north¬ 
wards.  Another  large  moth  extending  its  range  is  the  Red  Underwing 
(Catacola  nupta),  now  widespread  in  South  Humberside. 

Other  interesting  species  recorded  this  year: 

Pine  Hawk,  (Hyloccus  pinastri)  South  Thoresby,  REMP 
Marbled  White  Spot  (Jaspidia  pyrgarga)  Boston,  (AES) 

Blackneck  (Lygephila  pastinum)  Boston,  (AES) 

Leopard  Moth  (Zeuzera  pyrina)  Boston  (AES) 

Silver  Hood  (Eustrotia  uncula)  Scawby,  (JHD) 

Pearly  Underwing  (Peridroma  saucia )  Tetney  Blow  Wells,  (KW) 

Saltern  Pug  (Eupithecia  extensaria)  Gibraltar  Point,  (MT) 

Deep  Brown  Dart  (Aporophila  lutulenta)  Messingham  Sand  Quarries  (JHD) 

\ngle-barred  Pug  (Eupithecia  innotata)  Gibraltar  Point,  (MT) 

Mere  Wainscot  (Arenostola  fluxa)  South  Thoresby,  (REMP) 

Great  Brocade  (Eurois  occulta)  South  Thoresby  &  Lincoln,  (REMP,  PW,  TJ) 

Obscure  Wainscot  ( Leucania  obsoleta)  Whitton,  (JHD) 

Crescent  (Celaena  leucostigma)  Whitton,  (JHD) 

Brown  Wainscot  (Nonagria  dissoluta)  Tetney  Blow  Wells  (SB) 

Double-lobed  (Apamea  ophiogramma)  North  Kelsey,  (SB) 

Alder  Moth  (Apatele  alni)  Holbeck,  (TJ) 

Crescent  Striped  (Apamea  oblonga)  East  Halton,  (SB) 

Dogs  Tooth  (Hadena  suasa)  East  Halton,  (SB) 

Scarce  Vapourer  (Orgyia  recens)  Messingham  Sand  Quarries,  (JHD) 

Portland  Moth  (Actebia  praecox)  Manton  Common,  (JHD) 

White  Satin  (Leucoma  salicis)  Scotter  Common,  (JHD) 
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White  Satin  (Leucoma  sal  ids)  Laughton,  (JHD) 

Pine  Carpet  (Thera  firmata)  Scotton  Common,  (JHD) 

Dingy  Footman  (Eilema  griseola)  Scotton  Common,  (JHD) 

Wood  Tiger  (Parasemia  plantaginis)  Risby  Warren,  (JHD) 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  following  members  who  so 
kindly  sent  me  their  list  of  records  for  the  year:  Messrs.  S.  Bos,  M.  P. 
Gooseman,  T.  Jeffs,  E.  Mason,  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher,  G.  Posnett,  A.  E.  Smith, 
M.  Townsend,  K.  Wilson,  P.  Wilson,  Misses  N.  Goom,  A.  L.  Needham. 


CONCHOLOGY  (NON— MARINE) 

E.  J.  Redshaw,  f.l.s. 

In  November  1976  the  Conchological  Society  published  the  Atlas  of 
the  Non-Marine  Mollusca  of  the  British  Isles  to  mark  the  Society’s 
Centenary  Year.  In  1876  the  first  Secretary,  W.  D.  Roebuck  (also  a  Founder 
of  the  L.N.U.  and  first  Conchological  Section  Officer)  started  acquiring 
records  on  a  systematic  basis  using  the  vice-county  recording  units. 
Mrs.  V.  Wilkin  and  the  writer  represented  the  Union  at  the  Society’s 
Centenary  Symposium,  held  at  Northampton  in  October. 

Following  the  example  set  by  the  B.S.B.I.,  the  Conchological  Society 
decided  in  1961  to  adopt  the  10km  square  as  the  basic  recording  unit. 
From  1961  to  1969  Lincolnshire  was  largely  neglected,  and  only  received 
intermittent  visits  by  recorders  from  further  south  or  from  Yorkshire. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  survey  R.  B.  Walker  was  the  only  contributor 
from  the  area.  The  writer  has  recorded  since  1969  and  was  regularly  sup¬ 
ported  by  P.  J.  Wilson  up  to  1972,  and  by  Mrs.  V.  Wilkin  from  1973. 
Valuable  contributions  from  the  north  were  received  from  J.  Bratton 
of  Wmteringham  during  1973,  and  more  recently  several  important  records 
have  been  received  from  Miss  A.  L.  Needham.  To  these  contributors, 
and  any  I  have  failed  to  mention,  I  am  most  grateful,  and  hope  to 
receive  their  continued  interest  and  support. 

The  Atlas  will  now  form  the  basis  for  future  recording  in  the  county. 
The  10km  map  indicates  the  number  of  species  recorded  per  square  up 
to  31st  December,  1976;  also  it  shows  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
remains  to  be  done  to  bring  several  squares,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
coastal  ones,  up  to  the  base-line  of  40  species  per  square. 


Records  of  note  during  1976  were  as  follows: 

Pomatias  elegans  (Mull.)  An  empty  shell  found  at  Careby  Wood  (53/01)  in  May 
by  ALN.  Live  specimens  would  confirm  this  as  a  new  record  for  VC  53. 

Azeca  goodalli  (Ferussac).  Found  at  Eleanor  Wood  (53/18)  near  Market  Rasen, 
in  June  by  ALN.  A  new  site  for  this  species  which  has  a  very  local  distribution 
in  the  east  midlands  and  East  Anglia. 

Vertigo  antivertigo  (Drap.)  Recorded  from  Town  Hill  and  Milking  Hill,  Broughton 
(44/90)  by  V.W.  One  other  county  record  since  1950,  and  only  three  other 
previous  records. 

Helicigona  lapidda  (L)  A  specimen  of  the  white  form,  var  albina  found  at  Careby 
Wood  (53/01)  by  ALN.  The  Careby  area  is  the  only  Lines,  locale  for  this 
variety,  first  found  there  in  1904  by  Thomas  Stow. 
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BOTANICAL  NOTES 

1.  Orobanche  purpurea  Jacq. 

The  blue  broomrape  Orobanche  purpurea  Jacq.  flourished  in  1976  at 
its  site  at  the  Eastfield  Road  pit,  Killingholme,  South  Humberside. 
A  count  in  June  produced  102+  flowering  spikes.  Much  later  after  heavy 
rainfall  had  flattened  the  yarrow  and  grasses,  the  dead  brown  spikes  of 
the  parasite  were  very  apparent  and  200+  were  counted.  Unfortunately 
the  colony  was  seen  to  be  ‘at  risk’  as  the  rubbish  in  the  pit  had  reached 
the  marker  posts  and  the  water  table  was  very  high.  Consequently  the 
offer  made  by  Conoco  Ltd  to  the  Lincolnshire  Trust  to  provide  an  alt¬ 
ernative  site  near  the  edge  of  the  pit,  within  their  perimeter  fence  was 
gratefully  accepted.  Plans  are  being  made  to  ensure  that  some  of  the 
spikes  in  large  clumps  of  yarrow  are  transplanted  in  the  early  spring  of 
1977.  The  transplants  will  be  fully  documented,  with  a  photographic  record. 
There  is  only  a  slight  chance  that  any  of  the  existing  specimens  will  survive 
in  the  pit  but  some  will  be  purposely  left  and  marked.  The  Barton  LTNC 
group  are  also  endeavouring  to  find  a  few  other  sites  with  suitable  flora 
to  transplant  a  few  more  as  stock  plants. 

Other  species  -  yellowwort,  bee  and  spotted  orchids  -  on  the  extreme 
far  edge  of  the  pit  looked  very  healthy  and  will  probably  survive  on  the 
far  slopes,  but  the  sickle  medick,  adderstongue  and  green  winged  orchids 
in  the  central  region  have  been  submerged. 


2.  Vaccinium  oxy coccus  L. 

1976  was  a  momentous  year  in  that  the  Cranberry  -  Vaccinium 
oxy  coccus  L.  -  has  been  recorded  in  a  new  site  in  Division  2.  The  site 
of  the  last  record  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Gibbons  reported  in  LNU  Transactions 
by  Rev.  A.  E.  Woodruffe-Peacock  in  1917  from  Santon  Warren,  Div.  2 
was  later  destroyed.  The  1976  record  by  Mr.  G.  Espin  is  an  invaluable 
one.  The  plant  is  flourishing  over  a  large  area  under  Myrica  gale  scrub, 
with  Sphagnum,  Ericas  and  Calluna. 

The  history  of  Cranberry  in  Lincolnshire  is  a  fascinating  one.  Arthur 
Young  visited  Sir  Joseph  Banks  in  1792  and  in  1799  described  about  300 
acres  of  land  in  the  East  Fen  where  cranberries  grew  in  “such  abundance 
as  to  furnish  a  supply  for  several  counties”.  They  were  so  plentiful  that 
“one  man  has  got  nine  score  pecks  in  a  season ’’.They  were  sold  in  the 
London  market  for  a  very  high  price  as  a  luxury  item. 

Edmund  Oldfield  in  The  History  of  Wainfleet  (1829)  has  also  mentioned 
cranberry  on  the  East  Fen  “growing  in  its  wild  uncultivated  state”  at 
an  earlier  date.  Sir  Charles  Anderson  in  1847  also  reported  the  fen  cran¬ 
berries  but  stated  that  they  were  sold  in  the  Lincoln  market. 

Despite  extensive  searching  no  sign  of  cranberry  or  a  suitable  habitat 
can  be  found  on  the  fenland  today.  The  other  sites,  on  Linwood  Warren, 
Horncastle  Moor  and  the  Isle  of  Axholme  only  provide  old  records  and 
no  longer  support  the  species  which  therefore  up  until  this  last  year  had 
been  presumed  extinct  in  the  old  Lincolnshire.  The  new  record  in  South 
Humberside  is  most  exciting. 


Irene  Weston,  B;Sc. 


FOSSIL  DEPOSITS  IN  TUFACEOUS  MARL, 
BROUGHTON,  HIBALDSTOW 
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At  a  Conchological  Society  meeting  held  at  the  British  Museum  (Natural 
History),  I  was  asked  to  help  with  some  research  on  the  Holocene  Fossil 
deposits  of  the  Broughton  area.  There  is  no  information  available  at 
Scunthorpe  Museum;  the  only  reference  to  be  found  being  in  the  LNU 
Transactions  for  1932-40  when  reported  by  Mr.  Shillito  who  first  dis¬ 
covered  them  while  pipe-line  excavations  were  in  progress. 

However  during  the  summer  of  1976,  after  a  new  sewage  plant  had 
been  installed  at  Hibaldstow  I  found  similar  shell  deposits  spread  over  a 
field.  After  washing  samples,  I  found  over  50  species  of  non-marine  molluscs. 

These  fossils  are  deposited  in  a  tufaceous  marl  about  six  feet  below 
the  surface.  The  depth  of  the  Tufa  varies  from  a  few  inches  to  about  two 
feet  and  extends  from  the  Humber  through  Broughton,  Scawby,  Hibaldstow 
and  Waddingham  on  the  western  side  of  the  Ancholme. 

Mr.  Shillito’s  lists  of  species  are  quite  meaningless  as  they  stand  and 
research  is  now  in  progress  on  the  stratigraphy  of  these  deposits. 

A  weekend  field  meeting  took  place  in  November  with  Mr.  Richard 
Preece  from  the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Technology  and  Mr. 
Adrian  Norris  from  Leeds  City  Museum.  Samples  were  taken  from  the 
stream  banks  at  Broughton  and  Hibaldstow.  A  sequence  showed  that 
the  lower  sample  was  dominated  by  Succinea  sp.,  those  immediately  above 
by  Limnea  sp.,  whereas  the  soil  complex,  as  one  might  expect  has  yielded 
a  more  terrestrial  fauna,  including  Vallonia  and  Pupilla  sp.  Vertigo  genesii 
is  consistently  present.  This  species  is  now  extinct  in  this  country.  We 
also  found  Goniodiscus  ruderatus,  which  is  unknown  living  in  Britain 
but  has  previously  been  found  as  a  fossil  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Many  of  the  species  found  in  abundance  are  now  extremely  rare  or  extinct 
in  Lincolnshire  and  South  Humberside.  The  environment  must  have  been 
extremely  favourable  for  the  Mollusca,  with  a  far  heavier  rainfall  than 
we  have  now.  The  water  must  have  been  supersaturated  with  lime,  which 
was  deposited  in  the  form  of  Tufaceous  Marl. 

The  stream  deposits  look  like  a  very  early  fauna,  almost  certainly  a 
late  Glacial  assemblage.  Musham’s  lists  from  Broughton  however  include 
several  characteristic  Post-Glacial  (Flandrian)  shells,  e.g.  Pomatias  elegans, 
Acicula  fusca.  We  are  very  keen  to  locate  this  horizon  to  find  a  sequence 
through  the  Post-Glacial  deposits.  We  hope  during  the  next  year,  when 
the  road  works  start,  that  excavations  will  expose  a  suitable  horizon  of 
Tufaceous  material. 

V.  Wilkin. 


THE  HARVEST  MOUSE 

(Micromys  minutus) 

Current  Distribution  and  Nesting  Habits  in  Lincolnshire 

Since  my  report  on  the  distribution  of  the  Harvest  Mouse  in  Lincolnshire 
appeared  in  the  Transactions  of  1969  a  multitude  of  new  records  have 
been  gathered.  The  original  record  of  thirty  skulls  found  in  Owl  pellets 
had  increased  to  53  before  the  end  of  1969  and  by  the  end  of  1970  summer 
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nests  and  actual  mouse  specimens  had  enabled  me  to  confirm  the  presence 
of  Harvest  mice  in  26  10  km  squares  in  the  county.  Over  the  last  few 
years  I  have  managed  to  find  and  examine  Harvest  Mouse  nests  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  county,  and  the  up  to  date  picture  is  very  satisfying 
for  the  Harvest  Mouse  has  now  been  found  in  66  10  km  squares.  This 
is  in  fact  almost  every  square  in  which  it  has  been  actively  searched  for 
and  it  seems  likely  that  this  attractive  and  interesting  little  mammal  may 
now  be  observed  by  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble  in  almost  any  suitable 
habitat  in  the  county. 

Summer  Nests 

Most  published  records  and  Field  Guides  refer  to  the  Harvest  Mouse 
nesting  in  cereal  fields,  tall  grass  and  reed-beds.  In  Lincolnshire  all  these 
sites  are  used,  but  I  have  also  found  these  mice  living  in  a  variety  of  other 
habitats.  For  example,  summer  nests  have  now  been  discovered  in  a 
number  of  forestry  plantations.  They  are  situated  along  ride  sides  and 
amongst  young  trees,  particularly  in  small  Spruce  trees. 

Phragmites  reed-beds  are  certainly  frequently  favoured  by  harvest  mice 
and  are  used  both  in  summer  and  winter.  However  I  have  also  found 
nests  in  scrub  Hawthorn  and  Blackthorn  bushes  up  to  5  feet  above  the 
ground,  and  here  the  mice  sometimes  place  their  own  reed-  or  grass-built 
nests  inside  the  old  nests  of  Reed  Bunting,  Linnet  and  Hedge  Sparrow. 

Harvest  mouse  nests  have  also  now  been  discovered  on  heathland,  areas 
of  rough  grassland,  and  along  the  coast  where  the  preferred  site  seems 
to  be  in  Buckthorn  bushes.  One  harvest  mouse  nest  containing  young 
was  discovered  in  a  Blackcurrant  bush  in  a  large  country  garden  and 
another  brave  harvest  mouse  even  built  a  nest  on  the  roadside  verge  of 
a  Lincoln  city  Estate. 

Winter  Nests 

During  the  last  few  years  I  have  been  making  a  special  study  of  the 
habits  of  harvest  mice  over-wintering  in  Phragmites  reed-beds  and  in 
straw  bale  stacks.  Reed-beds.  It  is  usually  reported  that  whilst  the  summer 
nests  of  harvest  mice  may  be  two  or  three  feet  above  ground  level,  new 
nests  are  built  in  winter  and  these  are  on  or  under  the  ground.  However, 
during  my  investigation  of  sites  in  Phragmites  reed-beds  I  discovered 
that  some  of  the  old  summer  nests,  known  to  have  been  used  that  year, 
but  which  had  remained  in  good  condition  amongst  the  layered  reeds 
were  being  visited  frequently  by  harvest  mice  and  adapted  for  use  as 
winter  nests. Many  of  these  were  up  to  a  foot  above  the  ground. 

The  majority  of  nests  were  adapted  by  being  slightly  enlarged  and 
were  used  by  a  single  adult  mouse,  but  one  in  four  were  greatly  enlarged 
until  they  took  on  the  appearance  of  a  reed  built  Long-tailed  Tit  nest. 
These  elongated  winter  nests  reached  a  total  length  of  from  four  to  five 
inches  and  were  used  by  from  two  to  four  mice.  Harvest  mice  using  the 
elongated  nests  were  still  in  immature  pelage  and  it  would  seem  that  the 
new  seasons  young  will  sometimes  overwinter  together  in  the  same  nest. 

During  the  winter  of  1973/74  I  established  a  number  of  feeding  stations 
in  and  around  reed-beds  in  the  hope  of  attracting  and  observing  harvest 
mice.  Plastic  boxes  containing  food  (a  commercial  bird-seed  mixture) 
were  placed  at  intervals  along  a  fence  (approx.  3  feet  above  ground  level) 
and  on  the  ground  in  reed  beds.  Harvest  mice  were  observed  feeding  at 
three  different  sites.  At  one  site  mice  were  seen  emerging  from  tiny 
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burrows  in  the  grass  at  the  fringe  of  the  reed-bed  and  in  this  area  they 
appeared  to  be  over-wintering  in  underground  nests  for  no  surface  nests 
could  be  located  in  the  reeds. 

However,  close  to  another  feeding  site  nests  above  ground  reached  a 
very  high  density,  with  some  20-30  in  two  square  yards.  This  is  most 
unusual,  since  these  mice  are  considered  to  be  territorial,  but  the  number 
may  well  have  been  artificially  increased  by  the  feeding. 

Summer  nests  are  not  used  in  this  way  in  all  areas  or  in  all  years, 
even  where  they  are  available.  Harvest  mice  make  several  nests  in  one 
winter  and  may  move  to  nests  above  ground,  or  even  adapt  birds  nests 
(as  mentioned  above)  when  ground  level  nests  are  flooded  in  wet  winters. 

Straw  bales. 

I  selected  for  investigation  a  number  of  straw  bale  stacks  where  the 
rough  grass  and  bramble  habitat  came  right  up  to  the  base  of  the  stacks. 
The  stacks  were  situated  in  an  area  where  summer  nests  had  already 
been  discovered  (so  the  mice  were  known  to  be  present)  and  were  dis¬ 
membered  with  the  permission  and  help  of  the  farmer  owner. 

Winter  nests  were  discovered  in  six  different  bale  stacks.  The  maximum 
density  was  30  in  a  stack,  though  not  all  the  stacks  investigated  held 
nests.  Most  nests  were  situated  near  the  stack  base  in  loose  straw,  however 
a  number  were  also  found  inside  the  stack,  wedged  between  bales,  and 
at  all  heights  up  to  the  stack  top  (some  12-13  bales  high). 

The  majority  of  the  winter  nests  found  were  similar  to  summer  type, 
being  round  but  constructed  of  straw.  Some  of  the  nests  found  near  the 
stack  base  were  unusual  in  being  lined  with  thistledown.  Harvest  mouse 
nests  are  normally  unlined.  In  addition  a  number  of  elongated  straw 
nests  similar  to  those  already  described  in  reed-beds  were  also  found, 
though  these  were  specially  made,  rather  than  being  enlarged  summer 
nests.  From  one  of  these  four  young  mice  were  seen  to  leave  as  the 
bales  were  removed. 

M.  Johnson. 


THE  TREE  SURVEY  OF  LINCOLNSHIRE 

Aims:  1.  To  record  and  map  the  distribution  of  all  species  of  tree 
in  Lincolnshire  (the  historic  county).  The  mapping  will  be  done  on  the 
tetrad  scale.  (One  twenty-fifth  of  a  ten-km  square).  “Tree”  is  defined 
as  a  woody  plant  that  commonly  achieves  a  height  of  5m  on  a  single  stem. 
In  addition  some  of  the  larger  woodland  shrubs  such  as  Spindle  (Euonymus 
europaeus).  Blackthorn  (Prunus  spinosa)  and  Dogwood  (Swida  sanguinea) 
are  being  recorded. 

2.  To  divide  the  habitats  or  situations  in  which  trees  occur 
into  a  number  of  categories  in  an  attempt  to  identify  any  particular 
niches  which  may  be  of  special  interest  and  importance  to  the  dendrology 
of  the  county. 

3.  At  a  later  stage  (as  the  actual  mapping  becomes  more 
advanced)  to  try  and  devise  a  means  of  calculating  and  recording  the 
“commonness”  or  frequency  of  particular  tree  species  within  woodland 
areas. 
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Categories  used  for  recording  trees. 

1.  Mature  trees,  generally  in  older  woodlands  and  copses,  often 
showing  signs  of  natural  regeneration.  Further  sub-divided  to  separately 
record  a)  woodlands,  and  b)  copses  and  small  woods;  recording  within 
each  category  trees  growing  as  standards,  those  trees  growing  in  the  shrub 
layer,  and  also  where  trees  may  be  coppiced. 

2.  Established  trees  planted  for  economic  reasons  and  actively  forested. 
This  category  will  include  both  Forestry  Commission  and  the  fewer  areas 
of  privately  forested  woodland.  Again  standard  trees  and  those  in  the 
shrub  layer  will  be  recorded  separately. 

3.  Hedgerows  —  tree  species  which  form  part  of  hedgerows  or  field 
boundaries.  Those  species  forming  part  of  an  actively  maintained  or  grown 
out  hedge  are  being  recorded  separately  from  standards  within  a  hedgerow. 

4.  Trees  planted  for  landscape  purposes,  being  recorded  within  the 
following  divisions: 

a)  Parks  and  parkland  (including  large  public  collections). 

b)  Churchyards. 

c)  Gardens  —  both  private  and  the  smaller  public  ones. 

d)  Road  verges  (urban  and  rural)  and  village  greens. 

e)  Other  categories  for  trees  which  do  not  fit  into  the  above. 

J.  D.  W.  Owen,  B.Sc. 


REPORT  ON  THE  SMALL  STREAMS  SURVEY  1976 

In  May  1975  the  head-waters  of  three  river  systems  draining  the  Lime¬ 
stone  edge  were  surveyed.  (See  Trans.  LNU  Vol.  XIX  No.  1.)  For  comparison 
the  April  1976  meeting  looked  at  streams  draining  the  Wolds.  Three  of 
these,  the  New  Dyke  system,  Utterby  Beck  and  Black  Dyke  run  eastward 
off  the  dip  slope  and  are  collected  by  the  Louth  Navigation.  The  fourth, 
Waithe  beck,  runs  north  from  its  source  at  Kirmond-le-Mire  to  Barnoldby- 
le-Beck  before  turning  east  to  join  the  Navigation  at  Tetney,  while 
finally  the  Louth  Navigation  itself  was  sampled  just  below  Louth. 

Method 

The  method  of  the  1975  survey  was  followed  with  only  minor  modi¬ 
fications.  In  the  ‘Vegetation’  section  observers  were  specifically  asked  to 
record  the  presence  or  absence  of  Callitriche  (Water  Starwort)  an  inhabitant 
of  still  or  slow  running  waters,  and  of  the  moss  Fontinalis  normally  an 
indicator  of  faster  streams.  The  “Invertebrates”  section  asked  members 
to  count  and  record  all  invertebrates  found  in  a  timed  10-minute  search, 
arranged  to  cover  all  habitats  within  the  stream  —  among  weeds,  under 
stones  and  so  on. 

Sites 

1.  Waithe  Beck  1.  TF  204947 

2.  TF  202947 

3.  TF  189925 

4.  TF  189923 
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2.  New  Dyke  System  1.  TF  293967 

2.  TF  284991 

3.  TF  315987 

4.  TF  335997 

3.  Utterby  Beck  and  Black  Dyke  1.  TF  320931 

2.  TF  346944 

3.  TF  337926 

4.  Louth  Navigation  TF347887 


Results 

All  of  the  streams  sampled  had  45-60°  dredged  banks  and  on  most 
of  these  the  vegetation  was  regularly  cut  so  that  woody  growth  was  rare. 
Willow-herbs  (Epilobium  sp)  and  Creeping  Thistle  (Cirsium  arvense)  were 
commonly  present.  All  streams  had  a  sandy  or  muddy  bed  at  the  sites 
sampled  and  most  of  those  east  of  the  Wolds  were  reported  to  be  silty. 
Only  the  Waithe  beck  had  scattered  stones  and  pebbles. 

1.  Waithe  (Hatcliffe)  Beck. 

Stream  width  of  the  4  sample  sites  varied  from  4  to  7'.  At  all  sites 
the  stream  was  shallow  (max.  depths  6-9")  and  flow  moderate  (2. 5-4. 5 
m/lOs).  Fontinalis  was  not  recorded  and  Callitriche  only  at  the  fourth 
site.  Stream  vegetation  included  Water  Mint  (Mentha  aquatica)  at  one 
site,  Water  Figwort  (Scrophularia  auriculata)  2  sites,  Water  Forget-me-not 
(Myosotis  scorpioides)  2  sites,  Glyceria  fluitans  2  sites,  G.  maxima  2  sites, 
Juncus  sp  2  sites,  and  Brook  Lime  (Veronica  beccabunga)  3  sites. 

The  first  two  sites  both  had  Bullheads  (4  and  2/25m)  and  3-spined 
Sticklebacks  (4  and  2/25m).  No  fish  were  recorded  in  the  other  sites. 
Similarly  Gammerus  was  only  recorded  at  the  first  two  sites,  being  parti¬ 
cularly  abundant  at  the  second,  (average  13  and  116/20  cm2  respectively). 
Other  invertebrates  noted  included  leeches,  planarians,  simulids,  mayfly 
and  caddis  larvae  and  corixids.  Again  the  first  two  sites  were  richer  in 
both  species  and  numbers  than  the  others,  except  for  molluscs  (4,  5,  11  and 
35/10  min.  search)  where  site  4  produced  the  highest  numbers. 

Physical  pollution  in  the  form  of  tins,  paper,  bricks,  planks,  pipes  and 
old  paint  cans  was  noted  at  all  sites. 

2.  New  Dyke  system. 

The  first  two  sites  sampled  in  this  system  were  relatively  far  upstream 
where  the  streams  were  less  than  3'  wide  and  6"  deep.  However  both 
had  negligible  flow,  with  Callitriche  present  at  site  1.  This  site  also  had 
Water  Cress  (Nasturtium  officinale)  but  the  only  other  vegetation  at 
either  site  was  algae  on  the  stones.  Site  3  was  4-5'  wide  with  slight  flow  - 
1  m/10  secs.  There  was  only  4"  of  water,  but  beneath  this  8"  of  thick 
mud  and  no  vegetation.  The  final  site  was  close  to  the  Navigation,  15' 
wide  and  4'  deep.  Again  the  bed  was  muddy  and  the  only  vegetation  was 
Myriophyllum. 

This  stream  system  proved  much  poorer  in  animal  life  than  the  last. 
The  only  fish  was  an  eel  at  site  4,  the  only  site  with  Gammerus .  Site  1 
had  Asellus  and  several  species  of  planarians  but  other  invertebrates  were 
only  present  in  small  numbers. 
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Again  all  sites  showed  pollution  —  a  TV  set,  bottles,  bricks,  paper 
and  polythene  sacks  were  recorded. 

3.  Utterby  Beck  and  Black  Dyke 

Sample  sites  on  these  streams  varied  in  width  from  2-6'.  All  had  a  deep 
silty  bed,  1  and  3  being  shallow  with  negligible  flow,  but  no  Callitriche. 
Site  2  was  sampled  twice,  above  and  below  a  weir.  Above,  the  flow  was 
negligible  and  the  depth  some  20",  while  below  the  flow  was  5m/ 10  secs, 
and  Fontinalis  moss  was  growing  on  the  weir.  Other  plants  included 
Watercress,  Brooklime,  Elodea  and  Marsh  marigolds  (Calla  palustris). 

Only  site  2  had  fish,  3-  and  10-spined  sticklebacks  both  above  and 
below  the  weir  (1  and  2/25m  and  2  and  12/25m),  but  stone  loach  (l/25m) 
above  only. 

No  site  had  Gammerus,  planarians  or  simulids  though  all  had  numerous 
water-beetles  and  corixids.  Site  2  had  Asellus  above  the  weir  together 
with  a  very  high  density  of  molluscs  —  153  were  collected  in  10  minutes. 
Site  1  produced  2  caddis  larvae  and  numerous  chironomidae.  This  site 
had  the  most  physical  pollution  with  tins,  bricks,  pipes,  paper,  a  milk 
churn  and  a  car  wheel.  The  other  two  sites  both  had  evidence  of  sewage 
and  farmyard  run-off  pollution. 

4.  Louth  Navigation. 

At  the  site  sampled  the  canal  had  obviously  been  very  recently  dredged. 
Piles  of  dried  mud  and  vegetation  were  heaped  up  on  the  banks  and  there 
was  no  vegetation  left  in  the  stream.  The  only  invertebrates  found  were 
Asellus ,  leeches  and  43  molluscs,  mostly  empty  shells.  There  were  several 
shoals  of  3-spined  sticklebacks  in  the  stretch  but  it  was  too  wide  (9-10') 
and  deep  (18")  to  catch  and  count  them  all.  The  water  was  muddy 
and  the  bed  had  a  thick  layer  of  silt.  There  was  evidence  of  sewage 
pollution,  presumably  worsened  by  the  dredging  and  removal  of  oxy¬ 
genating  plants. 

Anne  Goodall,  M.i.Biol. 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  MOLLUSCS  FOUND  AT  THE 
1975  AND  1976  STREAM  SURVEYS 

Molluscs  were  collected  at  9  of  the  sample  sites  on  the  1975  survey, 
and  at  4  in  1976.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  tables,  Hackthorn,  Saxby  and 
Spridlington  had  a  poor  molluscan  fauna.  This  is  due  to  their  being 
fast  cold  streams.  The  Pisidiums  at  Hackthorn  are  puzzling.  P.  casertanum 
is  widely  tolerant,  both  of  mild  pollution  and  acid/alkaline  waters. 
However  P.  personatum  prefers  stagnant  conditions  and  P.  subtruncatum 
prefers  running  conditions. 

Streams  supporting  Anodonta  anatina  and  Unio  tumidus  were  well 
oxygenated  with  minimum  pollution  -  if  any  -  as  both  species  require 
cleaner  conditions  than  the  other  two  large  mussels. 

Fast,  gravelly  streams  with  sizeable  stones  (or  bricks)  usually  support 
limpets  and  Ancylus  fluviatilis  was  duly  found  at  Rand! 


Bennington  Marsh  1976 
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Table  1.  Molluscs  found  at  sites  sampled  in  1975 


1.  Fast  stream  on  cemented  limestone, 

6. 

Snelland  TF  075805  VW 

Hackthorn  Bridge.  TF  008827  EJR 

Valvata  cristata 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Potamopyrgus  jenkinsi 

Planorbis  con  tortus 

Pisidium  casertanum 

Succinea  putris 

P.  personatum 

Anodonta  anatina 

P.  subtruncatum 

7. 

White  Bridge  TF  079777  VW 

2.  Gravel  stream,  silty  patches. 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Buslingthorpe.  TF  082849  EJR 

Planorbis  planorbis 

Valvata  crist  at  a 

Ancylus  fluviatilis 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Anodonta  anatina 

Planorbis  vortex 

i  Sphaerium  corneum 

Planorbis  contort  us 

Pisidium  sp. 

Succinea  pfeifferi 

Pisidium  personatum 

8. 

Stainton  TF  065774  VW 

P.  subtruncatum 

Valvata  cristata 

3.  Fast  stream  on  gravel  and  stones. 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Planorbis  con  tort  us 

Rand.  TF  101792  EJR 

Anodonta  anatina 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Sphaerium  corneum 

Ancylus  fluviatilis 

S.  lacustre 

Unio  tumidus 

Pisidium  sp. 

Sphaerium  corneum 

9. 

Pitford  Bridge  TF  036886  VW 

4.  Spridlington  TF  008852  VW 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Lymnaea  peregra 

L.  stagnalis 

5.  Saxby  TF  008862  VW 

Planobarius  corneus 

Planorbis  planorbis 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Bithynia  tentaculata 

Table  2.  Molluscs  found  at  sites  sampled  in  1976 

1 .  Covenham  St  Mary  TF  346944  VW 

3. 

Louth  Navigation,  Keddington. 

Valvata  piscinalis 

TF  347886  VW 

Bithynia  tentaculata 

Potamopyrgus  jenkinsi 

Potamopyrgus  jenkinsi 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Lymnaea  stagnalis 

Physa  fontinalis 

Planorbis  carinatus 

Planorbis  planorbis 

Planorbis  planorbis 

Sphaerium  corneum 

Sphaerium  corneum 

S.  lacustre 

Pisidium  amnicum 

Pisidium  amnicum 

4. 

gravel  stream,  watercress,  silty  edge. 

2.  Little  Grimsby  Grange 

Kirmoncf-Ie-Mire  TF  189926  EJR 

TF  337926  VW 

Lymnaea  peregra 

Potamopyrgus  jenkinsi 

Physa  fontinalis 

Planorbis  leucostoma  (many) 

Succinea  pfeifferi 

Sphaerium  corneum 

Sphaerium  corneum 

Pisidium  casertanum 

P.  subtruncatum 

E.  J.  Redshaw. 


SURVEY  OF  BENNINGTON  MARSH,  1976 

On  the  14th  July  1976  members  assembled  at  the  sea  bank  near 
Bennington  to  re-survey  the  saltmarsh  at  the  Butterwick-Frampton  parish 
boundary.  The  previous  survey,  the  subject  of  a  field  meeting  held  on 
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10th  August  1970  was  reported  in  Trans  LNU,  Vol  XVII  No.  4  Part  1 
(1971).  Since  that  time  the  marsh  had  been  reclaimed  and  a  large  part 
of  the  previous  line  transect  was  now  enclosed  and  down  to  a  temporary 
grass  ley  being  grazed  by  sheep. 

It  was  expected  that  the  reclamation  some  five  years  earlier  would  have 
further  truncated  the  saltmarsh  plant  succession  and  the  object  of  this 
present  survey  was  to  define  the  short-term  changes  and  if  possible  to 
assess  the  rate  of  recovery.  The  method  used  was  essentially  the  same  as 
the  previous  survey  in  that  a  line  transect  was  measured  from  the  new 
sea  bank  and  the  plant  and  animal  communities  described  at  150ft.  intervals. 

The  new  sea  bank  and  the  start  of  the  present  saltmarsh  was  measured 
as  being  1300  ft.  seawards  of  the  1970  survey  starting  point.  Next  to  the 
new  sea  bank  was  a  flat  muddy  area  and  a  wide  borrow  pit.  The  saltmarsh 
vegetation  started  some  300  ft.  seawards  of  the  bank  top.  At  each  150  ft. 
interval  along  the  transect  the  percentage  cover  of  the  various  plant 
species  and  of  bare  mud  was  assessed  visually.  The  shore  crabs  were 
recorded  as  common,  frequent  and  present,  other  species  of  animal  were 
also  noted.  Fig.  1  shows  the  presence  and  percentage  abundance  of  six 
plants  and  bare  mud  at  the  first  fourteen  sites.  Thereafter  since  there 
were  no  plants  after  the  last  clump  of  Spartina  at  2100  ft.,  only  the 
physical  features  were  recorded. 

The  1970  survey  showed  the  marsh  to  be  approximately  4200  ft.  wide 
from  the  bank  top  to  the  last  clump  of  Spartina.  In  the  present  survey 
the  marsh  was  only  2100  ft.  wide,  so  since  the  reclaimed  area  was  1300  ft. 
wide  some  800  ft.  of  saltmarsh  vegetation  had  been  lost.  This  loss  was 
probably  due  to  silt  being  deposited  on  the  former  saltmarsh  extremities, 
initially  in  such  quantities  as  to  preclude  its  rapid  recolonisation.  This 
view  is  supported  by  the  findings  illustrated  in  Fig  1,  which  shows  that 
bare  mud  is  present  throughout  the  length  of  the  marsh.  Also  although 
Fig.  1  shows  that  the  vegetation  was  a  fair  representation  of  a  lower 
saltmarsh  succession  there  was  present  at  all  sampling  points  a  significant 
quantity  of  the  saltmarsh  annuals  Salicornia  sp.  and  Suaeda  maritima. 
Normally  a  well-developed  saltmarsh  shows  distinct  zones,  has  few  plant 
species  and  a  comparatively  perennial  plant  community.  The  few  annuals 
are  usually  found  on  the  developing  saltmarsh  fringe  or  on  the  similar 
slipped  edges  of  creeks.  However  on  this  occasion  these  two  common 
annuals  were  present  throughout  the  marsh  though  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  be  displayed  in  the  Figure.  There  was  a  marked  absence  of 
the  plant  species  usually  associated  with  the  middle  and  upper  saltmarsh 
succession;  Sea  Wormwood,  Sea  Lavender,  Festuca  rubra ,  etc. 

Animal  life  was  relatively  rich  and  varied  but  the  only  vertebrate 
was  the  Common  Blenny.  This  small  fish  was  found  in  the  new  borrow 
pit  at  the  beginning  and  in  small  shallow  pools  down  to  1400ft. 


Insects  were  unusually  common,  a  pond  skater  -  Gerris  sp.  was  present 
on  a  small  pool  600  ft.  down  the  marsh.  A  Small  White  butterfly  was 
seen  associated  with  Sea  Aster  at  650  ft.  Two  species  of  bees  were  also 
associated  with  this  flowering  plant,  Bombus  lapidarius  after  900  ft. 
and  B.  Agrorum  at  1050  ft.  and  again  at  1500  ft.  Ladybirds,  both  7-  and 
11-spot  were  noted,  together  with  aphids,  again  on  Sea  Aster  down  to  900  ft. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 


SAMPLE  POINTS 
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Fig.  1.  Percentage  abundance  of  salt-marsh  plants. 
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MESSINGHAM  SAND  QUARRY,  1976 

The  meeting  of  26th  June,  1976  at  Messingham  Sand  Quarry  (G.R. 
SE  912035)  was  held  on  what  proved  to  be  one  of  the  hottest  days  of 
an  exceptionally  hot  dry  summer.  Many  of  the  members  retired  after 
lunch  to  the  shade  of  Twigmoor  woods,  a  few  however  stayed  on  at  the 
quarry  to  survey  the  old  workings.  The  Messingham  Sand  Quarries 
which  are  still  being  worked  by  British  Industrial  Sand  Ltd.  are  situated 
in  an  area  that  was  once  considered  of  outstanding  interest  to  all  groups 
of  naturalists.  Now  almost  all  the  sandy  heathland  and  bogs  in  the 
surrounding  countryside  have  been  brought  into  cultivation  or  planted 
up  by  the  Forestry  Commission.  It  was  thought  that  some  of  the  flora 
and  fauna  of  the  area  might  have  become  established  in  older  parts  of 
the  sand  quarry.  The  moth  meeting  held  the  same  evening  gave  additional 
support  for  this  view. 

The  older  areas  are  receiving  some  management  to  improve  the  habitat. 
There  has  been  some  birch  planting  and  removal  of  sallow  scrub  by 
the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  Scunthorpe  Museum  Society.  They 
have  also  entered  into  an  informal  arrangement  with  the  owners  to 
manage  the  area  as  a  nature  reserve.  One  of  the  aims  of  this  meeting 
was  to  assess  the  plant  and  animal  life  and  if  possible  make  some 
recommendation  for  its  future  management.  At  the  time  of  the  meeting 
there  was  also  the  possible  threat  of  the  quarry  being  acquired  by  the 
district  council  for  domestic  rubbish  disposal. 

Although  this  was  a  general  meeting  with  the  various  specialist  groups 
choosing  their  own  routes  and  recording  areas,  a  small  team  was  formed 
to  record  on  a  line  transect  chosen  to  cross  as  many  of  the  open  available 
habitats  as  possible.  However  due  to  the  heat  and  lack  of  time  the 
young  conifer  plantation  and  some  mature  pools  near  the  western  edge 
were  not  sampled.  Fig.  1  is  a  drawing  (not  to  scale)  recording  the  main 
features  of  the  line  transect.  This  was  300  ft.  from  the  entrance,  on 
the  minor  road  from  Messingham  to  Scawby,  and  ran  roughly  parallel 
to  the  road.  The  transect  commenced  at  the  hedge  at  the  top  of  the 
quarry  bank  and  finished  at  the  water’s  edge,  approximately  1180  ft. 
due  east  of  the  starting  point.  The  whole  meadow  and  marsh  area  crossed 
by  the  transect  is  approximately  1000  ft.  wide.  Due  to  the  small  number 
of  people  taking  part  only  the  plants,  birds  and  larger  insects  were 
recorded.  However  sufficient  information  was  obtained  to  establish  the 
dominant  species  and  their  locations  along  the  transect.  Fourteen  areas 
had  separately  distinguishable  floral  communities  and  associated  animals 
and  insects.  These  areas  are  listed  below  with  their  main  characteristics 
and  keyed  by  letter  to  Fig.  1.  All  plants,  together  with  those  not 
mentioned  in  the  text  are  listed  at  the  end  in  the  appendix,  with  a 
letter  denoting  the  area  where  found  and  numbered  1,  2  or  3,  denoting 
abundant,  frequent  or  rare. 

The  first  100  feet  of  the  transect  had  the  greatest  variety  of  habitats 
and  hence  a  greater  variety  of  animals  and  insects.  Here  were  located 
the  colonies  of  Common  Blue,  Meadow  Brown  and  Small  Skipper 
butterflies.  Six  damsel  flies  were  noted  in  the  adjacent  meadow  area  (i) 
and  probably  came  from  the  two  ditches  (c  and  g)  flanking  the  main 
track  (e). 

Areas  i,  j  and  k,  a  600  ft.  wide  meadow  area,  were  as  one  would 
expect,  areas  with  a  mosaic  of  locally  dominant  herbs  and  grasses. 


Messingham  Sand  Quarry 
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Fig.  1.  Messingham  Sand  Quarries:  Line  transect. 


Table  1. 


Site 

letter 

Features 

width 

(feet) 

Dom-  Co-dom  plants 

Associated  Animals 
and  Insects 

a 

Flat  bank  top  with 

29 

Hawthorn,  bracken, 

Meadow  Brown,  Small 

outgrown  hedge 

White  Campion 

Skipper,  Common  Blue 

b 

Vertical  bank  and  sand 

10 

Rosebay-Willow  Herb, 

Common  Blue 

slip  on  quarry  floor 

Hairy  Willow  Herb, 
Horsetail,  Cocksfoot 

c 

Shallow  ditch  with 

8 

Lesser  Spearwort,  Toad 

Pond  Skater 

running  water 

Rush,  Jointed  Rush 

d 

Verge  with  ditch 

14 

Greater  Birds-foot  Trefoil 

Common  Blue 

spoil 

Soft  Rush,  Coltsfoot, 
Yorkshire  Fog  grass 

Small  Skippper 

e 

Sandy  track 

20 

Silverweed,  Coltsfoot 

f 

Bank  (ditch-spoil) 

12 

Greater  Birds-foot  Trefoil 

Hare,  Dunnock,  Linnet 

Horsetail,  Hairy  Willow 
Herb,  Yorkshire  Fog 

Field  Grasshopper 

g 

Open  ditch  3'  deep 

5 

Soft  Rush,  Creeping  butter¬ 
cup,  Hairy  Willow  Herb 

h 

Bank  and  track 

20 

Greater  Birds-foot  Trefoil 

Hairy  Willow  Herb 

Yorkshire  Fog 

i 

Flat  meadow  area 

45 

Silverweed,  Black  Medick 

Partridge,  Skylark 

Yorkshire  Fog 

Meadow  Pipit,  Damselfly 

j 

Flat  meadow  area 

300 

Couch  grass,  Yorkshire  Fog 

Meadow  Pipit 

Greater  Birds-foot  Trefoil 

Small  Heath 

k 

Meadow  with  encroaching 

260 

Yorkshire  Fog,  Sallow 

Skylark,  Mayfly 

scrub,  becoming  more 

Soft  Rush,  Hairy  Willow 

Meadow  Pipit 

open,  with  a  4'  drop  to  ‘1’ 

Herb 

1 

4'  below  ‘k’,  damp 

150 

Sallow,  Soft  Rush,  Hard 

Redshank,  Lapwing, 

flat  area  with  pools 

Rush,  Jointed  Rush 

Skylark,  Meadow  Pipit 

Bulrush 

Damselfly,  Corixids, 

10-sp  Stickleback 

m 

Stream-canalised 

10 

Soft  Rush,  Toad  Rush 
Starwort 

Damselfly 

n 

Stream  to  waters  edge 

175 

Hard  Rush,  Soft  Rush 

Stoat,  Black-headed 

undulating  slightly 

Gull  colony,  Moorhen 

but  damp,  with  water 
between  rush  clumps 
-  bare  sand  at  waters 
edge. 

Damselfly 
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Messingham  Sand  Quarry 


The  plant  species  are  those  generally  recognised  as  being  the  first  colonists 
of  bare  and  disturbed  ground.  Thus  the  hard  packed  sandy  earth  of 
the  main  track  (e)  had  Silverweed  with  Coltsfoot  at  the  edges  and  these 
two  plants  could  be  found  right  across  this  “meadow”  area  which  was 
dominated  by  the  two  pioneering  grasses,  Couch  and  Yorkshire  Fog. 
However  the  presence  of  Centuary  showed  evidence  of  the  more  perm¬ 
anent  members  of  a  calcicole  grassland  flora. 

The  transect  across  the  meadow  passed  through  the  territories  of  3  pairs 
of  Skylark,  3  pairs  of  Meadow  Pipit  and  one  pair  of  Common  Partridge. 
There  was  also  one  small  colony  of  Small  Heath  butterflies. 

At  the  eastern  edge  of  the  flat  meadow  area  the  quarrying  operations 
had  left  a  four  foot  drop  to  another  wide  level  area,  (1,  m,  n,)  which  was 
much  wetter  and  dominated  by  Soft  Rush  and  in  parts  by  Sallow  scrub. 
The  transect  crossed  a  pool  15  x  50  ft.,  and  no  more  than  6-inches  deep. 
Here  seven  male  damselflies  were  holding  territory  around  the  margins. 
Sample  counts  of  the  Corixidae  nymphs  on  the  muddy  bottom  gave  an 
average  of  15  per  square  yard.  There  was  much  algae  in  the  pools  and 
the  only  fish  noted  were  10-spined  Sticklebacks.  From  the  pool  there  was 
a  transition  to  more  open  ground  towards  the  canalised  stream(m)  but 
from  there  to  the  open  water  of  the  later  workings  there  was  a  Rush- 
dominated  community,  though  the  uneven  ground  enabled  such  plants  as 
White  Clover,  Square  St.  John’s  Wort  and  Yorkshire  Fog  grass  to  survive. 
There  was  a  Black-headed  Gull  colony  in  the  rushes  and  some  young  gulls 
were  seen  -  there  were  some  60  adults  on  the  open  water.  A  stoat  was  seen 
here,  presumably  preying  on  the  young  birds.  A  Redshank  and  Lapwing 
were  also  disturbed  from  this  area.  At  the  water’s  edge  was  a  broad  sandy 
area  that  was  obviously  used  as  a  loafing  area  for  gulls  and  waders. 

Sallow  in  all  its  stages  can  be  seen  at  the  Twigmoor  and  Laughton  ponds 
where  gulls  no  longer  nest  and  no  other  plants  survive  beneath  it.  Sallow 
however  should  be  retained  as  discreet  clumps  for  it  is  the  food  plant  of 
a  large  variety  of  insects  and  such  clumps  form  good  habitat  for  Sedge 
Warblers  and  if  on  drier  sites,  for  Grasshopper  Warblers. 

Here  there  is  ample  opportunity  to  manage  the  area  to  form  an  abundance 
of  micro-habitats  without  the  financial  constringents  of  other  forms  of 
land  use.  The  plant  list  from  the  line  transect  was  interesting  but  not  ex¬ 
ceptional.  However  the  list  from  the  rest  of  the  site  contains  species  that 
are  rare  or  locally  distributed  and  on  that  list  alone  the  area  would  merit 
consideration  for  a  nature  reserve. 

Discussion. 

The  distribution  of  butterflies  was  most  interesting.  The  Common  Blues 
were  only  found  on  the  short  herbs  on  or  adjacent  to  the  track.  Here  also 
were  the  Meadow  Browns  and  Small  Skipper  colonies  while  the  only  Small 
Heath  colony  was  located  in  a  more  open  area  of  the  rough  meadow. 
Members  of  the  general  meeting  found  two  colonies  of  Ringlet  -  both 
located  in  dry  scrubby  areas  which  seem  necessary  for  this  species.  One 
was  just  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  and  the  other  at  the  south-east  corner 
of  the  rough  meadow,  on  a  raised  scrubby  area.  Obviously  to  improve 
the  habitat  for  these  butterflies  some  form  of  grazing  management  could 
be  undertaken  that  would  leave  grazed  and  ungrazed  strips  in  the  rough 
meadow  and  with  some  planted  native  thorn  species  to  encourage  the 
Ringlet  to  spread.  This  form  of  management  would  also  incidentally  benefit 
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the  grasshoppers  and  give  a  greater  variety  of  birds.  In  the  wetter  areas 
sallow  scrub  must  continue  to  be  discouraged  from  spreading  especially 
round  the  water’s  edge  where  it  would  shade  out  other  plants  and  leave  no 
loafing/bathing  area  for  birds. 
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APPENDIX 

TRANSECT  PLANT  LIST 


Species. 


Area  (Frequency  1  -  occasional 

2  -  frequent 

3  -  abundant 


Birchtree  (dead) 

Blackthorn 

Bracken 

Bulrush  (Reedmace) 

,,  Greater 
,,  Lesser 

Buttercup  -  Creeping 
Campion  -  White 
Catsear 
Centaury 

Chickweed  -  Small 
Clover  -  Red 
„  White 

Coltsfoot 

Cranesbill  -  Cut  leaf 
Daisy  -  Common 
Dandelion 
Dock  -  Curled 
Forgetmenot  -  Water 
Corse 

Grass  -  Cocksfoot 
,,  Couch 
,,  Knot 

,,  Meadow  (annual) 
,,  Rye 
,,  Tufted  Hair 
,,  White  Bent 
,,  Yorkshire  Fog 

Groundsel  -  Heath 

Hawthorn 

Heartsease 

Hogsweed 

Horsetail 


a  (1) 
a  (1) 
a  (2) 
b  (1) 
b  (1) 

1(2) 

b  (2);  f  (2);  g  (2);  j  (2);  m(l) 
a  (2) 

b  (2);  j  (1); 1 (1) 
j  (1) 
f  (1) 

j  (l);  k  (i) 

d  (2);  i  (2);  j  (1);  m  (1) 
d  (2);  e  (2);  f  (2);  h  (2);  1  (2);  j  (2) 
k  (1) 

d  (l);  j  (l) 

k  (1) 

b  (1);  i  (1);  j  (1);  j  (1);  1  (1) 
e  (2);  1 (1) 
k  (1) 

b  (2);  f  (2) 
i  (2);  j  (3) 
d  (1) 
c  (1) 
c  (1) 

j  (1);  j  (2);  Jc  (3) 

j  (1) 

d  (2);  f  (2);  h  (3);  c  (3);  j  (3); 

K  (2);  1  (2);  m  (2) 
a  (1) 
a  (2) 
d  (1) 
b  (1) 

b  (2);  f  (2);  k  (1) 
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Species. 

Area  (Frequency  1  -  occasional 

2  -  frequent 

3  -  abundant 

Mallow  -  Common 
Mayweed  -  scentless 
Medick  -  Black 

Mouse-ear 

Mugwort 

Oak  (scrub) 

Pearlwort  -  annual 
Plantain  -  Broadleaf 
,,  Ribwort 

,,  Water 

Pimpernel  -  Scarlet 
Ragwort  -  (common) 
Redleg  -  (Persicaria) 

Reed  Common 

Rose  (wild) 

Rush  -  Compact 
„  Hard 

,,  Jointed 
,,  Soft 
,,  Toad 

Sallow  -  as  seedlings 
as  scrub 

Sedge  -  deer 

Silverweed 

Sorrell  -  Sheep 

Spearwort  -  lesser 
Starwort  -  water 

St.  John’s  Wort  -  square 
Thistle  -  Corn  Sow 
„  Creeping 

,,  spear 

Trefoil  -  Common 
,,  Greater  birds- 

foot 

Vetch  -  bush 
,,  common 

Watercress 

Weld 

Willowherb  -  Hairy 

-  pale 

-  Rosebay 

Yarrow 

b  (1) 
e  (1) 

d  (2);  f  (1);  i  (2);  j  (1);  k  (2) 
d  (1) 
k  (1) 
a  (1) 

1  (1);  m  (1) 
e  (1);  j  (1);  m  (1) 
jc  (1) 

KD 
f  (1) 

n  (1);  k  (1);  1  (1);  m  (1) 
jb  (1) 
d  (2) 
a  (1) 
m  (2) 

k  (1);  1  (2);  m  (3) 
c  (3);  g  (1);  1  (2);  m  (2) 
d  (3);  g  (3);  j  (1);  j  (2);  k  (2);  1  (2);  m  (3) 
c  (3) 

1  (2);  m  (2) 
f  (1);  k  (2) 
d  (2) 

1  (2);  i  (2);  j  (2);  k  (2) 

j  (1) 
c  (3) 

KD 

i  (1);  k  (1);  m  (1) 
k  (1) 

d  (2);  f  (2);  h  (2);  i  (2);  j  (2);  k  (2);  m  (2) 
k  (1);  1  (1);  m  (1) 
k  (1) 

d  (3);  f  (3);  h  (3);  j  (3);  j  (2);  k  (2) 

j  (1);  h  (1) 

id) 

KD 
k  (1) 

b  (2);  f  (2);  g  (2);  h  (3);  k  (2) 
d  (1);  jb  (1);  1  (1);  m  (1) 
b  (2) 
k  (1) 
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BIRD  REPORT 

INTRODUCTION 

P.  J.  Wilson 

The  Ornithological  Secretary’s  report  contains  a  list  of  meetings  and 
surveys.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Section  continues  to  increase  its  activities, 
not  only  recording  for  the  general  bird  report  and  national  surveys,  but 
also  for  surveys  initiated  by  the  Section  to  suit  the  local  situation.  These 
are  reported  as  short  papers  here. 

This  year  saw  the  end  of  the  two-year  Bunting  Survey.  There  was  also 
a  summer  census  of  breeding  Swifts.  Over  75  people  took  part,  covering 
more  than  80%  of  the  county  and  recording  some  7,400  pairs  of  Swifts. 
The  rural  Swift  population  was  lowest  in  the  clay  areas  with  2.6  pairs 
per  tetrad  (a  tetrad  is  4  square  kilometres),  and  highest  in  the  chalk  areas 
with  3.45  pairs  per  tetrad.  The  Swift  however  must  be  considered  as  an 
urban  bird  and  75-80%  of  the  Lincolnshire  population  was  found  in  the 
City  of  Lincoln  and  in  the  large  and  small  towns.  Even  here  there  was  an 
uneven  distribution  with  fewest  Swifts  per  house  in  the  predominantly 
slate  roofed  houses  of  the  mid-19th  century  town  of  Woodhall  Spa,  and 
most  in  the  pantiled  small  towns  in  the  rest  of  Lincolnshire.  One  colony 
was  found  in  a  thatched  roof  -  this  must  have  been  a  much  more  common 
site  in  the  past. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Ringing  Report  now  contains  95%  of 
birds  ringed  in  the  county.  The  list  speaks  for  itself  of  the  effort  involved 
and  the  interesting  species  ringed.  The  more  complete  records  this  year, 
brought  about  by  the  greater  co-operation  of  ringers,  make  it  difficult 
to  compare  trends.  However,  it  would  appear  that  birds  which  have  suffered 
a  sharp  decline  in  recent  years,  Sand  Martin  and  Whitethroat,  are  making 
some  recovery. 

The  General  Bird  Report  lists  records  from  the  whole  of  Lincolnshire 
and  South  Humberside,  but  especially  from  our  now  well  watched  coast. 
Some  interesting  trends  can  be  seen  if  the  records  are  compared  with 
previous  years.  Although  there  were  fewer  divers  recorded  they  contained 
the  first  county  record  of  the  White-billed  Diver.  There  seems,  however, 
to  have  been  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  wintering  Great  Crested  and 
Little  Grebe.  Sooty  and  Manx  Shearwaters  were  in  unusual  numbers  at 
the  end  of  August  and  their  numbers  were  paralleled  by  the  quantity  of 
Gannets  at  this  time.  Of  the  duck,  Mallard  numbers  were  generally  up, 
especially  at  Trent  Falls,  where  the  numbers  of  Teal  and  Wigeon  were 
down.  Here  too  Pinkfoot  Goose  was  unrecorded  but  was  in  normal  numbers 
in  the  Wash.  The  county  Brent  Goose  numbers  seem  to  have  steadied 
at  about  6,500.  Raptors  seem  to  be  increasing  for  while  there  are  fewer 
records  of  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  there  were  good  numbers  of  Common 
Buzzard,  Honey  Buzzard  and  Sparrowhawk.  Hen  Harrier  is  now  the  most 
frequently  recorded  harrier  but  both  Marsh  and  Montague’s  Harrier  records 
are  up. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  compare  the  reported  yearly  figures  for  the 
commoner  waders  but  Oystercatcher,  Grey  Plover,  Curlew  and  Knot  all 
show  lower  than  usual  numbers  this  year.  The  other  species  numbers  are 
about  normal  except  for  Bar -tailed  Godwit  of  which  there  is  usually  an 
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annual  maximum  of  2-3,000.  This  year  there  was  a  maximum  of  5,000. 
There  were  also  more  Avocets  recorded  especially  in  the  north  of  the  county. 
Off-shore  birds  like  Kittiwake  and  the  auks  were  also  less  frequently 
recorded  than  in  previous  years.  Even  so  there  was  an  interesting  recovery 
of  a  Razorbill  ringed  in  Finland. 

As  usual  the  passerine  migration  provided  some  of  the  rarest  recorded 
species.  In  1976  we  had  the  fourth  county  record  of  Savi’s  Warbler  and 
the  second  Subalpine  Warbler.  There  had  only  been  three  previous  records 
of  Greenish  Warbler  but  this  autumn  there  were  three  records.  Two  other 
rare  warblers  were  recorded  -  the  second  Arctic  Warbler  and  the  sixth 
Pallas  Warbler.  There  was  also  the  second  record  of  Arctic  Redpoll.  Other 
scarce  passerines  recorded  in  unusually  good  numbers  were  Icterine  Warbler, 
Wood  Warbler  and  Lapland  Bunting. 


SECRETARY’S  REPORT,  1976 

In  the  intervals  of  surveying  Tortoiseshell  Wood  for  the  Lincolnshire 
Trust  for  Nature  Conservation,  LNU  members  were  engaged  on  two  other 
surveys  of  their  own.  The  Bunting  walks,  initiated  in  the  previous  year, 
were  carried  on  into  1976  with  a  field  meeting  in  the  fens  as  well  as  counts 
by  individuals  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  More  difficult  but  extremely 
interesting  counts  were  made  of  Swifts  screaming  through  the  villages  in 
the  evenings. 

The  Section  again  gave  support  to  two  surveys  organised  by  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology:  in  the  spring,  members  were  combing  all  the  likely 
wooded  areas  in  the  county  for  Nightingales,  while  the  end  of  the  year 
saw  them  counting  Golden  Plover  in  their  traditional  wintering  grounds. 

The  Ornithologists  also  made  a  contribution  to  Union  funds  by  organising 
a  Sponsored  Bird  Count  on  the  week-end  of  1-2  May. 

All  the  14  field  meetings  were  successful  in  producing  bird  records, 
though  one  was  badly  supported  owing  to  an  unfortunate  programme 
clash,  a  possibility  which  we  hope  has  been  eliminated  for  the  future. 
A  visit  to  Brickyard  Wood  and  Crowland  Washes  could  have  foundered 
for  a  rather  similar  reason,  as  it  was  found  to  have  been  scheduled  for 
the  day  of  the  Spalding  Tulip  Parade,  but  those  members  who  struggled 
through  found  an  oasis  for  warblers  in  the  middle  of  the  fens  despite  the 
roar  of  traffic.  Snipe  were  drumming  in  May  at  Nettleton  Top  where  the 
party  saw  Wheatears  and  a  Little  Ringed  Plover  as  well  as  a  Sand  Martin 
colony  flourishing  in  the  midst  of  excavation  work.  Grimsthorpe  Park 
showed  an  interesting  variety  of  habitats  within  the  old  parkland,  with 
its  associated  birds  such  as  Nuthatch  and  Green  Woodpecker,  and  also  a 
range  of  woodland  birds  and  warblers,  and  Great  Crested  Grebe  and 
Shoveler  on  the  lake  for  good  measure.  A  very  rainy  visit  to  Holbeach 
Marsh  in  February  showed  it  to  be  an  attractive  and  interesting  area  and 
sparked  off  a  return  visit  later  in  the  year.  The  September  visit  showed 
not  only  thousands  of  waders  flying  up  from  the  roosts  but  also  passage 
birds  such  as  Marsh  Harrier  and  a  Dark-breasted  Barn  Owl.  Other  areas 
visited  during  the  year  included  Aswarby  Thorns,  a  walk  along  the  Trent 
from  Dunham  to  Torksey,  one  along  the  Slea  from  Haverholm  Park, 
and  two  visits  just  outside  Lincolnshire  to  Empingham  Reservoir  and 
Blacktoft  Sands.  The  success  of  field  meetings  owes  much  to  the  generous 
help  given  by  landowners  and  party  leaders.  Norah  Goom. 
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NATIONAL  NIGHTINGALE  CENSUS  1976 


Method 

Observers  were  asked  to  make  several  visits  to  their  allotted  area  during 
the  hours  of  darkness  from  mid-April  to  mid-May,  and  to  count  the  number 
of  Nightingales  singing  on  each  visit.  They  were  also  asked  to  estimate 
from  their  counts  the  number  of  pairs  of  Nightingales  in  their  area.  (This 
could  be  more  or  less  than  the  maximum  singing  birds,  since  a)  not  all 
the  birds  would  necessarily  be  singing  at  each  visit,  or  b)  some  may  have 
stopped  to  sing  on  passage,  and  not  stayed  to  breed.) 

Coverage  was  on  an  ‘as  much  as  possible’  basis  nationally,  and  an  ex¬ 
haustive  census  was  not  required.  Observers  were  therefore  directed,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  areas  known  to  have  held  Nightingales  in  the  past. 

Results 

These  are  shown  in  Table  1.  Figures  for  estimated  pairs  are  given  in 
brackets  when  only  one  visit  was  made.  However  this  gives  a  total  of  54 
probable  pairs,  and  another  25  possibles.  The  1970  LNU  census  found 
57  pairs  in  the  county,  so  though  not  common  this  species  would  appear 
to  be  holding  its  own  and  may  even  have  increased  slightly. 


Table  1. 


Grid  Ref. 

Area 

Visits 

Max.  singing 
males 

Est. 

pairs 

SE  755155 

Crowle  Waste 

3 

0 

0 

SE  940061 

Twigmoor  Woods 

4 

6 

3 

SK  845921 

Wharton  Wood 

5 

0 

0 

SK  950185 

Morkery  Wood 

1 

0 

0 

SK  985150 

Holywell  Wood 

3 

0 

0 

SK  950230 

Twyford  Forest 

2 

0 

0 

SK  968348 

Ropsley  Rise  Wood 

6 

0 

0 

SK  987413 

Wiisford  Warren 

4 

0 

0 

SK  905724 

SK  925814 

Skellingthorpe  Old  Wood 

Brattleby  Thorns 

1 

1 

2 

(2) 

SK  936813 

Horse  Wood,  Brattleby 

1 

0 

0 

TA  145050 

Caen  Valley  Wood 

2 

2 

2 

TA  160115 

Roxton  Wood 

4 

0 

0 

TF  067138 

Braceborough  Wood 

1 

0 

0 

TF  005143 

Newell  Wood 

3 

1 

1 

TF  055285 

Temple  Wood 

2 

1 

1 

TF  085258 

Dunsby  Wood 

1 

0 

0 

TF  080420 

Aswarby  Thorns 

2 

2 

2 

TF  074613 

Metheringham  Manor 

6 

0 

0 

TF  088764 

Newball  Wood 

3 

2 

3 

TF  148703 

Bardney  N.  R. 

5 

5 

5 

TF  148701 

North  Spring  Wood 

3 

2 

2 

TF  151708 

New  Park  Wood 

2 

3 

3 

TF  123755 

College  Wood 

3 

1 

1 

TF  118721 

Stainfield  Wood 

1 

2 

(2) 

TF  138885 

Willingham  Forest 

3 

0 

0 

TF  135872 

North  Wood 

2 

2 

2 

TF  254592 

Troy  Wood/St.  Helen’s  Wood 

4 

22 

23 

TF  220635 

Kirkby  Moor/Moor  Farm 

2 

4 

4 

TF  225624 

Kirkby  Moor  N.  R. 

1 

4 

(4) 

TF  200645 

Bracken  Wood 

1 

4 

(4) 

TF  208643 

Woodhall  Spa  Golf  Course 

1 

13 

(13) 

TF  462701 

Welton/Willoughby  Woods 

3 

2 

2 
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The  following  people  took  part  in  this  survey: 

C.  R.  Brumpton,  K.  Charman,  R.  Charman,  E.  Clipson,  P.  Corringham, 
J.  East,  M.  Giles,  R.  N.  Goodall,  N.  Goom,  K.  Green,  R.  Jackson, 
J.  Mighell,  A.  L.  Needham,  M.  T.  Simpson,  A.  E.  Smith,  C.  Smith, 
J.  H.  H.  Waite,  T.  Walker,  D.  Wright. 

A.  L.  Goodall,  M.I.  Biol.,  P.  J.  Wilson. 


BRICKYARD  WOOD  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SURVEY,  8th  MAY,  1976 

The  wood  was  chosen  for  a  population  survey  because  the  Breeding  Bird 
Survey  had  shown  that  it  was  an  important  site  for  woodland  birds  in  an 
area  otherwise  devoid  of  mature  trees  and  scrub  woodland.  The  nearest 
similar  habitat  is  several  miles  away  and  on  a  different  geological  form¬ 
ation.  It  was  hoped  to  demonstrate, the  importance  of  the  site  and  assess 
the  breeding  bird  population. 

Physical  features  and  Location. 

As  its  name  suggests  Brickyard  wood  is  a  disused  and  overgrown  shallow 
19th  century  brickpit.  It  i-s  situated  in  the  fens,  at  St.  James  Bridge,  near 
Crowland  -  Nat.  G.R.  TF  263117.  The  total  area  is  some  8.5  acres,  com¬ 
prising  the  actual  pit  (6.5  acres),  broad  flat  edges  on  the  eastern  and  western 
sides  and  a 'grassy  track  on  the  north  side.  This  roughly  rectangular  wooded 
area  is  located  in  intensively  cultivated  and  highly  productive  farmland, 
the  ditch-bounded  fields  coming  right  up  to  the  woodland  or  pit  edge  on 
three  sides.  On  the  western  side  Brickyard  Wood  is  bounded  by  the  well- 
used  A1073  Crowland  to  Spalding  Road.  There  are  no  hedges  in  the  area 
and  trees  are  infrequent,  being  found  only  around  farm  houses  or  in  villages. 
It  is  some  9  miles  to  the  nearest  woodland. 

The  pit  bottom  showed  regular  rows  of  ridges  from  the  backfill  of  peat 
and  silt  overburden.  There  was  no  standing  water,  but  the  hollows  between 
the  ridges  were  very  damp.  (Apart  from  a  few  small  pools  in  winter  there 
had  been  no  standing  water  or  flooding  in  the  pit  since  the  late  1950’s,  the 
area  drying  out  more  rapidly  in  the  last  five  years  due  to  the  much  im¬ 
proved  local  drainage  system.)  At  the  south-western  corner  there  is  a  house 
and  small  garden  which  merges  into  the  woodland  -  this  is  included  in  the 
survey. 

Vegetation.  The  eastern  boundary  is  dominated  by  planted  oak  (Quercus 
robur),  poplar  (Populus  canescens)  and  ash  (Fraxinus  excelsior),  with  some 
very  old  alder  (Alnus  glutinosa )  and  hairy  birch  (Betula  pubescens),  thought 
to  be  remnants  of  the  old  fen  scrub.  The  western  boundary,  between  the 
road  and  the  pit  was  planted  with  grey  poplar  and  elm  (Ulmus  glabra  and 
possibly  U.  carpinifolia),  probably  in  the  1920’s  though  many  of  the  trees 
appear  older.  There  is  in  parts  an  understory  of  hawthorn  (Crataegus 
monogyna),  elder  (Sambucus  niger),  and  smaller  trees  of  the  other  species 
mentioned. 

Between  these  two  edges  the  north  side  was  open,  the  grass  track  giving 
straight  onto  the  remains  of  the  reed  swamp  which  formerly  occupied  the 
whole  of  the  centre  of  the  pit.  However  this  is  fast  losing  ground  to  a  scrub 
of  Salix  spp.  which  in  turn  merges  into  a  mature  woodland  of  crack  willow 
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(S.  fragilis),  white  willow  (S.  alba),  and  some  sycamore  (Acer  pseudo- 
platanus)  in  the  dryer  area  of  the  southern  half  of  the  pit.  The  southern 
edge  gives  onto  arable  land  which  at  the  time  of  the  survey  was  sown  with 
peas. 

The  ground  layer  of  the  pit,  on  deep  litter,  was  dominated  in  parts  by 
stinging  nettle  (Urtica  dioica),  umbellifers,  and  remnants  of  the  former 
reed-beds  (Phragmites  communis ).  Meadowsweet,  (Filipendula  ulmaria). 
Bittersweet  (Solanum  dulcemara),  Fen  comfrey  (Symphytum  officinale), 
Hemp  agrimony  (Eupatorium  cannabinum)  and  Yellow  iris  (Iris  pseudacorus), 
were  also  noted  as  abundant. 

Method. 

A  mapping  technique  based  on  the  BTO  Common  Bird  Census  method 
was  used  to  establish  the  number  and  approximate  extent  of  bird  territories 
held  on  the  day  of  the  count.  Briefly  this  involves  plotting  the  position  of 
all  birds  seen,  and  especially  singing  males,  on  the  large  scale  (1  :  2500) 
maps  provided.  Nine  observers  took  part,  but  since  some  worked  in  pairs, 
only  six  maps  were  completed,  each  covering  about  two-thirds  of  the  wood. 

Observers  were  directed  into  the  wood  from  different  directions  and  asked 
to  move  slowly  and  quietly  through  the  wood.  No  two  maps  recorded 
exactly  the  same  species,  since  some  species  stopped  singing  immediately 
observers  entered  the  wood.  (e.g.  Stock  Dove).  However  there  was  the 
necessary  considerable  overlap,  all  areas  being  covered  by  at  least  two 
maps,  and  most  by  more. 

Four  species  were  recorded  once  only,  on  separate  maps.  Of  these  Linnet 
was  believed  not  to  be  holding  territory,  Pied  Wagtail  was  associated  with 
the  old  wood  pile  in  the  cottage  garden,  which,  though  included  in  the 
survey  was  the  area  most  lightly  covered,  Mistle  Thrush  was  thought  to 
have  bred  earlier  (old  nest),  and  Treecreeper  was  recorded  only  from  one 
corner.  Although  the  party  did  not  return  to  check  the  nocturnal  species, 
no  evidence  was  found  of  Owls. 

Using  the  six  master  maps,  individual  species  maps  were  plotted,  and 
the  territories  delineated  using  the  criteria  for  analysing  the  C.B.C.  maps. 
The  results  are  listed  (see  Table). 

Results. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  table,  some  form  of  breeding  activety  was  re¬ 
corded  for  about  eighty  pairs  of  birds  of  thirty  species.  (This  total  includes 
the  Skylark,  one  of  two  over  the  wood,  which  was  probably  breeding  on 
the  wide  grassy  track  along  the  northern  edge  of  the  wood.)  Fifteen  of  the 
thirty  species  are  represented  in  the  wood  by  only  one  pair.  It  is  possible 
that  as  the  season  progressed  more  of  the  commoner  summer  visitors  would 
have  moved  in.  Also,  though  only  one  pair  of  Robins  were  demonstrating 
it  is  almost  certain  that  another  one  or  more  pairs  of  this  early  nesting 
species  were  missed  as  there  was  suitable  habitat  apparently  unoccupied. 
Dunnock  too,  with  4  pairs  only,  seems  at  a  low  density  for  this  site.  Con¬ 
versely  11-14  pairs  of  House  Sparrows  seems  a  lot,  but  reflects  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  the  road  and  lay-by  and  the  house.  The  only  species  or  species 
groups  missing  were  Woodpeckers,  Owls,  Marsh/Willow  tit,  Game  birds 
and  Moorhen. 

There  have  been  two  recent  woodland  birds  surveys  in  Lines,  (though 
both  along  more  conventional  CBC  lines)  and  the  results  of  these  are  listed 
below  for  comparison. 
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)T  JAMES’ 
BRIDGE 


house.  &  garden 
roadside  plantation 
reedsu)amp  &  young  Sallx  carr 
intermediate  Salix  carr 
maiatc  Salix  toood land 
oak^ash  plantation  coith  alder 
and  birch 
grass  track 


MAIN  HABITATS 


Scale  l  i  i  i  i 


too 


met  r«.  s 


I--2500 
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Brickyard  Wood 
Dole  Wood  (19  acres) 
Tortoiseshell  Wood  (23  acres) 


Area 


No.  of  species 
30 
36 
35 


Pairs/acre 

9 

8.7 

8.4 


As  might  be  expected  from  the  vegetation  characteristics  and  distribution, 
the  number  of  territories  and  bird  species  varied  considerably  in  different 
parts  of  the  area.  These  are  discussed  below. 

House  and  Garden:  Eight  pairs  of  eight  species.  Collared  Dove,  Robin, 
Pied  Wagtail  and  Greenfinch  were  found  only  here. 

Roadside  Plantation:  Fifteen  -  eighteen  pairs  of  seven  species.  All  but  one 
of  the  11  pairs  of  House  Sparrows  were  breeding  in  the  old  elms,  with 
possibly  two  others  holding  territory. 

Reed  Swamp:  Only  three  pairs  of  three  species  were  recorded  here,  but 
this  included  the  only  pair  of  Whitethroat. 

Salix  Carr:  Eighteen  pairs  of  eight  species.  The  only  species  found  here 
and  nowhere  else  was  the  Blackcap,  though  most  of  the  Willow  Warbler 
registrations  were  in  this  habitat. 

Mature  Salix:  Seventeen  pairs  of  eleven  species.  Stock  Dove,  Spotted 
Flycatcher  and  Garden  Warbler  were  recorded  only  from  this  habitat, 
though  most  of  the  Wood  Pigeon  registrations  were  also  from  this  area. 

Mature  Alder,  Birch,  Oak:  Twenty-five  territories  and  fourteen  species 
are  ascribed  to  this  habitat.  Only  Lesser  Whitethroat  and  Cuckoo  were  ex¬ 
clusive  to  it,  but  it  also  held  almost  all  of  the  Tree  Sparrows. 

As  can  be  seen,  the  last  category  was  easily  the  most  densely  populated 
area  (it  was  approximately  the  same  size  as  the  Plantation,  Salix  Carr  and 
Mature  Salix  areas).  A  striking  contrast  can  be  seen  between  the  species 
spectrum  of  this  mature  woodland,  with,  for  example,  most  of  the  Tree 
Sparrows,  and  that  of  the  Plantation,  with  almost  all  the  House  Sparrows. 

Discussion 

This  isolated  woodland  population  has  been  known  since  the  1968-72 
breeding  bird  survey,  and  it  is  interesting  to  compare  that  list  of  birds 
with  those  found  on  this  occasion.  Twenty-eight  species  were  recorded 
breeding  during  the  68-72  survey,  with  a  further  twelve  recorded  as  present 
during  the  breeding  season. 

The  four  most  significant  species  found  breeding  in  the  past  but  missing 
from  the  present  list  are  Moorhen,  Reed  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler  and  Reed 
Bunting  -  all  species  which  would  have  bred  in  the  wet,  overgrown  pit.  The 
absence  of  these  species  attests  to  the  lowered  water  table  and  consequent 
growth  of  scrub.  Other  species  present  in  the  past  but  not  recorded  on  this 
visit  are:  Red-legged  Partridge,  Pheasant  (breeding),  Little  Owl,  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker,  Swallow,  Rook,  Jackdaw,  Grasshopper  Warbler 
(breeding),  Chiff-chaff  and  Bullfinch.  Rooks  last  bred  in  the  wood  in 
about  1950.  It  seems  probable  that  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  also  bred 
successfully  in  the  wood  at  some  time  prior  to  1968,  since  woodpecker  holes 
can  still  be  seen  in  some  of  the  old  trees. 

Three  species  were  found  during  the  present  survey  but  not  in  the  past  - 
Skylark  (not  really  a  woodland  bird,  but  see  previous  remarks),  Pied  Wagtail 
and  Mistle  Thrush.  In  all  then,  43  species  have  used  the  wood  during  the 
breeding  season  in  the  last  ten  years  -  a  remarkable  number,  considering 
its  size  and  isolated  position. 
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Summary 

From  evidence  of  a  previous  distribution  survey  it  was  clear  that  Brick¬ 
yard  wood  was  an  important  fenland  breeding  site  for  woodland  birds. 
This  survey  confirms  that  the  area  is  of  outstanding  importance,  with  some 
80-85  pairs  cf  birds,  of  30  species,  in  only  8.5  acres  of  maturing  fen  scrub, 
tall  herb  and  mature  trees.  The  dynamic  situation  of  the  developing  veg¬ 
etation  is  noted  and  previously  recorded  species  compared  with  those 
found  on  this  survey,  showing  the  effects  of  lowering  the  water-table. 
Limitations  of  the  method,  especially  towards  nocturnal  birds  and  late 
summer  migrants  are  noted. 
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Table  1  Birds  recorded,  8th  May,  1976 


Stock  Dove 
Wood  Pigeon 
Turtle  Dove 
Collared  Dove 
Cuckoo 
Skylark 
Great  Tit 
Blue  Tit 
Treecreeper 
Wren 

Mistle  Thrush 

Song  Thrush 

Blackbird 

Robin 

Blackcap 

Garden  Warbler 

Whitethroat 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Willow  Warbler 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Dunnock 

Pied  Wagtail 

Starling 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch 

Linnet 

Redpoll 

Chaffinch 

House  Sparrow 

Tree  Sparrow 


1  pair  (occupied  nest  found) 

At  least  4  pairs,  possibly  up  to  7 

2  pairs 
1  pair 

(part  of)  1  territory 

(2  males  singing  immediately  north  and  south  of  the  wood) 
1  pair 

2,  possibly  3  pairs 
1  pair 

8  pairs 

Probably  1  pair  (seen  only  -  song  period  long  over) 

3,  possibly  4  pairs 
7  pairs 

1  pair 
1  pair 
1  pair 
1  pair 
1  pair 

At  least  3  pairs,  possibly  4  or  5 
1  pair 

4  pairs 

Possibly  1  pair  (sight  record  only) 

3,  possibly  4  pairs 

1  pair 

3  pairs  (may  not  all  have  bred) 

Possibly  1  pair  (sight  record  only) 

2  pairs 
2  pairs 

1 1  tree  nests  (occupied)  found:  possibly  up  to  3  more  pairs 

5  pairs 


Note.  For  summer  visitors  it  would  be  more  accurate  to  read  “territory”  or  “singing  male” 
for  pair,  since  breeding  had  probably  not  started  by  this  date. 
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County  Totals 

Information  was  received  from  Gibralter  Point  B.O.,  four  ringing  groups 
and  thirteen  ringers.  The  final  total  probably  represents  at  least  95 %  of 
what  was  actually  ringed  in  the  county. 

The  Wash  Wader  Ringing  Group  was  again  very  active  in  Lincolnshire 
and  accounted  for  almost  7,000  waders. 

Sand  Martin  colonies  showed  a  marked  increase  in  both  size  and  number. 
Several  ringers  took  advantage  of  the  situation  and  achieved  a  total  of 
719  birds  which  is  much  better  than  the  last  two  years. 

Several  periods  of  easterly  winds  in  the  autumn  brought  migrants  from 
the  mainland  of  Europe  to  the  east  coast.  Coastal  ringers  caught  the  usual 
Garden  Warblers,  Redstarts,  Pied  Flycatchers,  Wheatears  and  Whinchats. 
Of  the  rarer  species,  a  Subalpine  and  a  Greenish  Warbler  must  take  pride 
of  place.  Palla’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rock  Pipit,  Red-necked 
Phalarope  and  Sparrowhawk  were  ringed. 

Elsewhere  in  the  county  a  Serin,  an  Arctic  Redpoll  and  a  Hawfinch  were 
caught.  These  unusual  species  contributed  to  a  final  total  of  130  species. 

G.  P.  Shaw. 


Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Heron 

29 

Ruff 

7 

Mallard 

670 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 

Teal 

46 

Herring  Gull 

1 

Gadwall 

2 

Common  Gull 

21 

Widgeon 

6 

Black-headed  Gull 

233 

Pintail 

2 

Common  Tern 

18 

Shoveler 

8 

Little  Tern 

1 

1 

Tufted  Duck 

59 

Stock  Dove 

1 

3 

Pochard 

2 

Woodpigeon 

4 

16 

Shelduck 

1 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

19 

Sparrow  Hawk 

1 

Collared  Dove 

20 

Kestrel 

1 

15 

Cuckoo 

3 

5 

Partridge 

2 

Little  Owl 

3 

Red  Legged  Partridge 

5 

5 

Tawny  Owl 

2 

Moorhen 

34 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

Coot 

189 

Short -eared  Owl 

1 

1 

Oystercatcher 

1,323 

Swift 

4 

Lapwing 

29 

Kingfisher 

15 

Ringed  Plover 

14 

21 

Green  Woodpecker 

2 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

3 

Green  Spotted  Woodpecker 

3 

Grey  Plover 

71 

Wryneck 

10 

10 

Golden  Plover 

1 

Skylark 

11 

32 

Turnstone 

92 

Swallow 

33 

361 

Snipe 

15 

House  Martin 

2 

19 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

3 

Sand  Martin 

1 

719 

Woodcock 

2 

Carrion  Crow 

5 

Curlew 

8 

Rook 

27 

Whimbrel 

1 

Jackdaw 

23 

Bar -tailed  Godwit 

525 

Magpie 

11 

Common  Sandpiper 

14 

Jay 

2 

Redshank 

388 

Great  Tit 

18 

303 

Knot 

1,338 

Blue  Tit 

105 

1,029 

Little  Stint 

7 

9 

Coal  Tit 

58 

Dunlin 

94 

3,440 

Marsh  Tit 

7 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

2 

Willow  Tit 

70 

Sanderling 

116 

Long-tailed  Tit 

38 

181 
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Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Treecreeper 

20 

Pied  Flycatcher 

45 

79 

Wren 

91 

366 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

8 

Dunnock 

419 

1,320 

Fieldfare 

26 

Meadow  Pipit 

15 

21 

Song  Thrush 

96 

580 

Tree  Pipit 

1 

3 

Redwing 

27 

133 

Rock  Pipit 

1 

1 

Blackbird 

211 

1,646 

Pied  Wagtail 

28 

Wheatear 

12 

19 

Grey  Wagtail 

1 

Stonechat 

6 

7 

Yellow  Wagtail 

7 

Whinchat 

34 

44 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

1 

Redstart 

60 

106 

Starling 

52 

1,979 

Black  Redstart 

1 

1 

Hawfinch 

1 

Robin 

203 

769 

Greenfinch 

44 

1,081 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

2 

2 

Goldfinch 

85 

288 

Reed  Warbler 

75 

297 

Siskin 

36 

Sedge  Warbler 

111 

204 

Linnet 

127 

850 

Icterine  Warbler 

3 

Twite 

38 

Blackcap 

83 

224 

Redpoll 

133 

775 

Barred  Warbler 

3 

6 

Arctic  Redpoll 

1 

Garden  Warbler 

53 

172 

Serin 

1 

Whitethroat 

182 

303 

Bullfinch 

22 

316 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

43 

127 

Chaffinch 

49 

251 

Subalpine  Warbler 

1 

Brambling 

50 

161 

Willow  Warbler 

125 

352 

Yellowhammer 

1 

184 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

1 

Reed  Bunting 

142 

392 

Greenish  Warbler 

1 

House  Sparrow 

237 

399 

Chiffchaff 

6 

20 

Tree  Sparrow 

129 

766 

Wood  Warbler 

1 

Goldcrest 

149 

414 

Totals 

3,489 

26,598 

Firecrest 

1 

of  60 

of  130 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

12 

57 

species 

species 

GENERAL  BIRD  REPORT 

The  conventions  followed  are  those  of  the  B.T.O.  publication:  “A  Species 
List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds”  (1971).  The  systematic  list  contains  all 
species  which  occurred  in  the  county  in  1976. 

All  records  are  to  be  taken  as  referring  to  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise 
stated.  The  following  categories  and  abbreviations  have  been  adopted: 

***Rarities  requiring  a  full  description  for  assessment  by  the  Rare  Birds 
Committee  of  British  Birds. 

**  Scarce  migrants  requiring  some  supporting  details. 

*  Other  species  for  which  all  records  received  have  been  published. 

Initials  of  observers  are  shown  for  rare  and  scarce  migrants. 

Abbreviations:  S.F. — Sewage  Farm;  G.P. — Gravel  Pit;  N.R. — Nature  Reserve; 
Res. — Reservoir;  Imm. — Immature;  Juv. — Juvenile;  (B) — Breeding  proved 
or  presumed  in  1976. 

Black-throated  Diver.* *  Gibralter  Point,  Mar.  5th — 6th. 

Great  Northern  Diver.*  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  10th. 

White-billed  Diver.***  Friskney  Marsh,  found  dead,  Mar.  26th  (MRP). 
The  first  County  record  of  this  Northern  Holarctic  species. 

Red-throated  Diver.*  Present  to  May  6th  and  from  Sept.  7th  (both  Donna 
Nook).  North  Coates,  Feb.  15th.  Grainthorpe,  Jan.  17th.  Donna  Nook, 
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singles,  Feb.  24th  to  May  6th;  Sept.  7th;  Nov.  13th  and  20th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Nov.  27th.  Chapel  Pit,  Mar.  20th — 27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,  Oct. 
17th;  Nov.  20th.Wainfleet,  oiled,  in  farmyard,  Feb.  9th.  Hobhole/River 
Witham,  Mar.  6th.  Witham  Mouth,  Feb.  15th  and  Mar.  6th;  2,  Dec.  24th. 
Goxhill,  Feb.  15th. 

Great  Crested  Grebe.  (B).  Max.:  Tallington,  45,  Dec.  13th. 

Red-necked  Grebe.*  Barrow  Haven,  Feb.  18th — 27th.  Goxhill,  dead,  Feb. 
6th.  Covenham  Res.,  Dec.  29th.  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  27th.  Chapel  Pit,  Feb. 
4th — 15th.  Friskney,  dead,  Feb.  20th. 

Slavonian  Grebe.*  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  17th. 

Black-necked  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  25th.  Witham  Mouth,  Oct.  30th. 
Little  Grebe.  (B).  Barton-on-Humber,  20,  Feb.  2nd. 

Fulmar.  Donna  Nook,  5  dead,  Feb.  17th.  Gibralter  Point,  dead,  Feb.  18th. 
Fairly  regular  on  coast  between  Humber  and  Welland  mouths  from  Apr. 
to  Sept.,  Max:  Donna  Nook,  36  south,  Sept.  2nd.  Inland:  New  Holland, 
Aug.  21st  with  3  on  28th.  Trent  Falls,  one  west,  May  27th,  and  8  present 
on  28th. 

Manx  Shearwater.*  Donna  Nook,  2,  Aug.  27th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  3,  Aug. 
29th;  Sept.  2nd  with  3  on  12th.  Theddlethorpe,  50,  Aug.  28th.  Huttoft,  6, 
July  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  mainly  northerly  passage;  Apr.  2nd;  6,  June  12th; 
6,  July  30th;  6,  Aug.  28th;  Sept.  9th  with  2  on  10th  and  one  on  15th.  Balearic 
Shearwater:  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  15th,  showing  characters  of  P.p.  maur- 
etanicus. 

Sooty  Shearwater.**  An  unprecedented  passage  with  about  50  recorded. 
Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Aug.  23rd,  with  6  south  on  27th  and  one  north 
on  29th;  8  south,  Sept.  2nd  with  singles  north  on  10th  and  13th  (RL,  CM) 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept.  4th  (GC).  Theddlethorpe,  15,  Aug.  28th  (PNC). 
Huttoft,  Aug.  30th  (GC).  Chapel  Point,  5  north,  Aug.  28th  and  one  on 
30th  (PH,  MM,  HB  et  al).  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Aug.  28th — 29th  and 
Oct.  17th  (FE,  GHE).  Benington,  6  north,  Aug.  28th  (AGP). 

Gannet.  Coastal  max:  Donna  Nook,  71,  Sept.  3rd  with  78  on  10th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  30  south,  Sept.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  27  north,  Aug.  29th.  Benington, 
60  north,  Aug.  28th.  Inland:  River  Humber,  up  to  16  in  Aug.  Trent  Falls, 
2,  Sept  12th.  Burton  G.P.,  Sept.  13th — 14th. 

Cormorant.  Coastal  max:  Donna  Nook,  4  north  and  47  south,  Sept.  13th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  27,  Sept.  13th;  30,  Oct.  30th.  Freiston,  85,  Dec.  18th. 
Witham  Mouth,  50,  Jan.  4th  and  Feb.  1st.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  1 — 4,  most 
of  the  year,  with  8  west,  Apr.  19th.  Burton  G.P.,  Sept.  5th.  Covenham  Res., 
present  most  of  the  year,  max:  80,  early  Feb. 

Shag.*  Unusual  numbers  recorded  with  a  notable  influx  in  early  Feb. 
Tetney,  dead,  Jan.  21st.  Donna  Nook,  8  south,  Feb.  3rd  and  one  dead  on 
18th.  Covenham  Res.,  25,  Feb.  2nd  with  2 — 3  remaining  to  Mar.  31st;  up 
to  4,  Sept.  14th  to  Oct.  9th.  Mablethorpe,  dead,  Nov.  14th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  15th  and  Oct.  16th.  Gosberton  Church,  up  to  5,  Feb.  1st — 2nd. 

Grey  Heron.  (B).  Breeding  pairs:  Deeping  Mere,  70.  Willoughby,  26.  Troy, 
79.  Muckton,  40.  Doddington,  no  count.  Newball/Gatecliffe,  17.  Stainton, 
12.  Evedon,  7.  Thornton  Curtis,  11.  Howsham/Brigg,  10.  Laughton  Forest, 
8.  Nocton,  1.  Total  =  281 +  . 
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Purple  Heron.***  Chapel  Pit,  May  30th  (TAG,  GS,  AS  et  al). 

Bittern.  (B).  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  17th.  Burton  G.P.,  Feb.  1st  and  22nd. 

Spoonbill.**  Grainthorpe,  May  16th  (MLRG).  Baston  Fen,  June  24th  (KH). 

Glossy  Ibis.***  Gibraltar  Point,  May  16th  (GHE,  KFW).  Wisbech  S.F., 
May  1 6th — 18th  (CBC,  KN,  TT).  Probably  only  one  bird. 

Mallard.  (B).  Max.  Trent  Falls,  1,400,  Sept.  1st.  Gibraltar  Point,  600,  Sept. 
7th.  Covenham  Res.,  700,  Dec.  4th. 

Teal.  (B).  Max:  Trent  Falls,  220,  Sept.  22nd. Donna  Nook,  220  north, 
Dec. 19th.  Gibraltar  Point,  400,  Oct. 2nd.  Terrington,  830,  Dec.  24th.  South 
Ferriby,  500,  Jan.  18th. 

Garganey.*  Trent  Falls,  June  26th.  Goxhill,  a  pair,  May  17th.  Covenham 
Res.,  singles,  May  23rd,  Aug.  11th  and  Sept.  8th.  Gibraltar  Point, 2,  Apr. 
8th  and  Oct.  30th.  Bardney  Ponds,  1 — 2,  Aug.  22nd — 31st. 

Gadwall.*  Trent  Falls,  a  pair,  Mar.  5th;  singles,  Aug.  6th  and  25th. 
Covenham  Res.,  1 — 2,  Mar.  21st — 31st;  May  4th.  Huttoft  Pit,  a  pair, 
Mar.  11th  and  May  16th;  1 — 4,  Oct.  24th  to  Nov.  23rd.  Wolla  Bank, 
Anderby,  a  pair,  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  5th.  Chapel  Pit,  1 — 2,  Mar.  2nd — 19th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Mar.  8th  and  Apr.  26th,  with  one  on  28th.  Burton  G.P., 
up  to  8,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Twigmoor,  2,  Apr.  20th.  Barton-on-Humber,  2, 
Sept.  23rd. 

Wigeon.  Summer:  Huttoft  Pit,  1 — 2,  July.  Max:  Trent  Falls,  570,  Mar. 
22nd.  Covenham  Res.,  500,  Feb.  5th.  Donna  Nook,  1,000  north,  Dec.  19th. 
Freiston,  500,  Jan.  31st.  Frampton,  500,  Dec.  24th.  Holbeach,  2,300,  Dec. 
24th.  Gedney,  640,  Dec.  24th.  Terrington,  8,000,  Dec.  24th.  Alkborough, 
1,100,  Jan.  4th. 

Pintail.  Present  all  year  and  widespread  in  small  numbers.  Summer:  Gib¬ 
raltar  Point,  up  to  3,  early  June.  Trent  Falls,  2,  June  15th;  up  to  3,  July. 
Max:  Trent  Falls,  42,  Sept.  26th.  Frampton,  46,  Feb.  1st.  Terrington,  89, 
Feb.  1st. 

Shoveler.  (B). 

Red-crested  Pochard.**  Burton  G.P.,  a  female,  July  10th  (JC). 

Scaup.*  Coastal:  Tetney,  16,  Feb.  3rd,  then  up  to  4  to  15th.  Donna  Nook, 
Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  9th;  7,  Nov.  13th.  Huttoft,  2,  Feb.  15th.  Anderby, 
Nov.  6th.  Chapel  Pit,  Feb.  15th;  Oct.  24th  to  Nov.  4th.  Butterwick,  Oct. 
25th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  12,  Feb.  1st;  Mar.  15th;  2,  Dec.  3rd.  Goxhill, 
Jan.  18th  to  Mar.  3rd.  Killingholme,  2,  Feb.  7th  and  Mar.  3rd— 15th. 
Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  29th  and  Feb.  13th;  1 — 2,  Sept.  15th  to  Nov.  26th. 
Fulstow,  Mar.  22nd — 26th.  Bardney  Ponds,  Oct.  6th  and  Nov.  2nd. 
Raithby,  Nov.  1st. 

Tufted  Duck.  (B).  Max:  Fulstow,  150,  Mar.  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  125, 
Feb.  2nd.  Burton  G.P.,  160,  Feb.  14th. 

Pochard.  (B).  Breeding  recorded  at  Scunthorpe  and  Burton  G.P. 

Ferruginous  Duck.**  Chapel  Pit,  a  male,  July  11th  (GC). 

Goldeneye.  Present  on  the  coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to  May  and  Oct.  to 
Dec.  Max:  Covenham  Res.,  40,  Feb.  20th  and  Mar.  21st.  Trent  Falls,  23, 
Dec.  3rd.  Witham  Mouth,  100,  Mar.  24th.  Holbeach,  68,  Feb.  1st.  Framp¬ 
ton,  260,  Dec.  24th. 
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Long-tailed  Duck.*  Donna  Nook,  4,  Jan.  4th;  singles,  Oct.  30th  and  Nov. 
7th.  Tetney,  Oct.  30th.  Saltfleet  Haven,  Nov.  7th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2, 
Nov.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  30th.  Hobhole/River  Witham,  Dec.  18th. 
Inland:  Fulstow,  one  shot,  Nov.  9th.  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Mar.  21st;  up 
to  3,  Oct.  31st  to  Dec.  31st. 

Velvet  Scoter.*  An  unusual  number  of  records  with  an  impressive  influx 
in  Nov.  Tetney,  Mar.  21st;  3,  Apr.  10th.  Donna  Nook,  11,  Nov.  20th,  with 
up  to  5  occasionally  to  the  end  of  Dec.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  3,  Nov.  17th. 
Theddlethorpe,  large  numbers  from  Nov.  13th  to  Dec.  11th,  max:  100, 
Nov.  21st  and  up  to  60  to  the  end  of  the  month.  Gibraltar  Point,  1 — 2, 
Apr. 13th — 15th;  5,  Aug.  18th  and  6  on  21st;  Sept.  15th. 

Common  Scoter.  An  exceptionally  large  influx  in  Nov.  Donna  Nook,  regular 
northerly  passage  from  July  to  Dec.,  max :  150,  Dec.  19th.  Theddlethorpe, 
a  flock  off  1,500,  Nov.  13th — 21st,  with  1,000  to  the  end  of  the  month  and 
smaller  numbers  to  Dec.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  max:  165  north,  July  26th. 
Inland:  Goxhill,  2,  May  15th.  Covenham  Res.,  11,  Mar.  24th;  1 — 2,  Nov. 

Eider.  Present  most  of  the  year.  Tetney,  up  to  7,  Feb.  2nd — 15th.  Donna 
Nook,  10,  Dec.  19th  and  2  on  23rd. Saltfleetby  N.R.,  18,  Nov.  13th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  20  fairly  regularly,  Apr.  13th  to  June  2nd;  up  to  10, 
Aug.  to  Dec.  Butterwick,  12,  Oct.  25th.  Benington,  Feb.  1st.  Witham 
Mouth,  fairly  regular  with  40,  June  28th  and  110,  Dec.  24th.  Immingham, 
Dec.  19th. 

Ruddy  Duck.**  Bardney  Ponds,  an  immature  female,  Oct.  12th — 16th 
(KA,  PH,  ACS). 

Red-breasted  Merganser.  Fairly  widespread  on  coast  from  Jan.  to  May. 
and  Sept,  to  Dec.,  max:  Tetney,  8,  Nov  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  8,  Apr.  19th. 
Witham  Mouth,  11,  Oct.  24th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Feb.  1st;  one  west, 
Mar.  5th.  Killingholme,  4,  Feb.  7th. 

Goosander.*  Trent  Falls,  7,  Feb.  1st;  6  west,  Oct.  31st.  Killingholme,  Mar. 
10th.  Tetney,  Oct.  30th.  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  3rd.  Theddlethorpe,  Nov.  25th. 
Fulstow,  Mar.  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  1 — 3  occasionally  from  Jan.  to  Mar. 
and  Nov.  to  Dec.  Huttoft  Pit,  Mar.  13th  and  Nov.  23rd.  Chapel  Pit,  Nov. 
3rd  and  23rd.  Gibralter  Point,  Sept.  26th.  Burton  G.P.,  Jan.  29th  and 
Feb.  14th.  Baston  Fen,  Mar.  20th  with  6  on  22nd.  Langtoft  G.P.,  Feb.  1st. 
Tallington  G.P.,  28,  Jan.  18th.  Goxhill,  2,  Jan.  18th. 

Smew.*  A  small  influx  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  all  females  or  imm- 
atures.  Barton-on-Humber,  Feb.  2nd — 24th  with  3  on  18th.  Scunthorpe, 
Feb.  1st — 12th.  Tetney,  Feb.  8th.  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  31st.  Langtoft 
G.P.,  Mar.  25th — 29th. 

Shelduck.  (B).  Max:  The  Wash,  Gibraltar  Point  to  Nene-mouth,  5,250, 
Jan.  4th;  7,200,  Feb.  1st;  6,650,  Dec. 24th. 

Egyptian  Goose.*  Witham  Mouth,  5,  Oct.  30th. 

Greylag  Goose.  (B).  Deeping  Mere,  several  pairs  bred.  Trent  Falls,  5, 
Feb.  2nd;  2,  July  7th;  2,  Dec.  16th  with  4  on  27th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  14, 
Dec.  16th.  South  Cockerington,  7,  Apr.  19th.  Huttoft  Pit,  50,  Feb.  2nd; 
up  to  3,  Mar.  2nd — 24th;  2,  May  1st.  Chapel  Pit,  50,  Feb.  9th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Feb.  11th — 19th  with  28  on  18th;  Apr.  14th;  up  to  4,  May  1st — 9th; 
4,  Aug.  27th.  Burton  G.P.,  Feb.  28th;  Mar.  27th. 

White-fronted  Goose.*  Trent  Falls,  2,  Dec.  25th.  Tetney,  13,  Oct.  30th 
Grainthorpe,  6,  Feb.  15th. 
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Bean  Goose.**  An  unusual  influx  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Trent  Falls,  15,  Dec. 
25th(AG).  Donna  Nook,  up  to  4,  Nov.  2nd — 28th  (RLoSL).  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  3  south,  Dec.  5th  (KA,  DAR  et  al). 

Pink-footed  Goose.  Max:  South  Wash,  Welland  to  Nene,  3,000,  Jan.  4th. 
Holbeach,  1,000,  Dec.  24th — 31st.  Pinchbeck  Fen,  1,000,  late  Jan. 

Brent  Goose.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  600,  Dec.  18th.  The  Wash,  Gibraltar 
Point  to  Nene-mouth,  5,800,  Jan.  4th;  6,100,  Feb.  1st;  5,100,  Dec.  24th. 
Inland :  Trent  Falls,  26,  Feb.  13th.  Goxhill,  8,  Jan.  14th  with  23  on  29th. 

Barnacle  Goose.*  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  14th — 17th;  18  north,  Nov.  13th. 
Holbeach,  2,  Dec.  24th. 

Canada  Goose.  (B).  Passage:  Trent  Falls,  31  east,  June  1st  with  21  east  on 
7th  and  8  present  on  17th.  Donna  Nook,  45,  north-west,  June  4th,  8  south 
on  5th  and  2  north-west  on  29th. 

Mute  Swan.  (B). 

Whooper  Swan.*  Trent  Falls,  5,  Oct.  19th — 26th;  Dec.  5th.  Barrow-on- 
Humber,  3,  Dec.  6th.  Barton-on-Humber,  2,  Dec.  6th — 31st.  Crosby  Pond,  2, 
Feb.  28th.  Marshchapel,  8,  Dec.  31st.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  16th;  6,  Nov. 
20th;  8,  Dec.  4th.  Huttoft,  12,  Nov.  2nd.  Anderby,  Feb.  4th — 19th;  2,  Oct. 
31st.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  Jan.  7th;  Mar.  2nd;  occasional  records  of  up  to 
11,  Oct.  16th  to  Dec.  5th.  Frampton,  6,  Nov.  13th.  Welland  Mouth,  2, 
Feb.  6th.  Wisbech  S.F.  4,  Nov.  27th.  South  Hykeham,  Oct.  28th  to  end 
of  Dec.  Burton  G.P.,  6,  Nov.  21st.  Wainfleet,  3,  Dec.  24th. 

Bewick’s  Swan.*  Trent  Falls,  16,  Jan.  31st;  9,  Feb:  1st;  up  to  16,  Mar.  8th. 
to  Apr.  14th;  up  to  11,  Dec.  Scunthorpe,  Feb.  12th.  Goxhill,  Oct.  31st  to 
Nov.  1st.  Tetney,  Jan.  15th;  28,  Feb.  8th.  Fulstow,  16,  Dec.  19th.  Donna 
Nook,  15,  Nov.  1st.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  6,  Nov.  10th.  Huttoft,  up  to  6,  Feb. 
11th — 19th;  23,  Mar.  19th — 20th;  2,  Nov.  6th — 7th  and  Dec.  12th.  Anderby, 
up  to  6,  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  11th;  2,  Nov.  4th — 23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  6,  Feb. 
25th;  2,  Oct.  30th;  10,  Nov.  2nd.  Baston  Fen,  18,  Mar.  15th;  13,  Nov.  21st 
with  one  to  25th.  Bardney  Ponds,  3,  Feb.  1st;  Nov.  2nd. 

Buzzard.*  A  marked  autumn  passage.  Trent  Falls,  Nov.  28th.  Goxhill,  Oct. 
14th.  North  Coates,  Apr.  16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  1st;  Sept.  17th. 
Heydour  Warren,  2,  Sept.  18th.  Pinchbeck,  Sept.  18th.  Deeping  Fen/Bourne, 
up  to  3,  late  Sept,  to  early  Oct.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  28th. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard.**  North  Willingham,  Feb.  11th — 24th  (KA,  PE, 
PH,  HB  et  al).  Donna  Nook,  one  west,  Oct.  29th  (SL). 

Sparrowhawk.*  Skitter  Ness,  Mar.  7th.  North  Willingham,  Feb.  14th — 21st. 
Binbrook,  Mar.  7th.  Reepham,  Apr.  1st.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Mar.  28th 
and  30th;  Sept.  25th  with  another  on  26th — 27th  and  Nov.  7th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Sept.  27th;  Oct.  9th  and  27th.  Gibralter  Point  ,  Mar.  27th;  singles, 
Apr.  24th  to  May  11th;  up  to  3,  July  22nd  to  Aug.  5th;  Sept.  25th — 28th; 
Oct.  25th;  Nov  1st  and  20th;  Dec.  18th.  Friskney,  a  pair,  Nov.  7th.  Kirkby 
Moor,  1 — 2,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Nov.  1st.  Baston  Fen,  Oct.  9th.  Surfleet,  Oct.  19th. 

Honey  Buzzard.**  Tetney,  one  north-west,  May  17th  (KA,  PNC).  Donna 
Nook,  Sept.  17th — 18th  (RLo).  Gibraltar  Point,  singles  south,  Sept.  28th 
and  Oct  5th  (FE,  GHE,  RLa). 

Marsh  Harrier.*  An  impressive  number  of  records.  The  frequent  reports 
from  several  sites  indicate  a  heavy  passage  of  many  individuals,  rather  than 
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a  few  birds  resident.  Trent  Falls,  about  10  individuals,  Apr.  to  Oct.  Alk- 
borough,  May  27th.  Goxhill,  May  12th.  Tetney,  1 — 2,  fairly  regularly,  May 
2nd  to  June  13th;  Aug.  20th.  North  Coates,  May  3rd  and  18th.  Marsh- 
chapel,  Aug.  13th.  Grainthorpe,  May  19th.  Donna  Nook,  1 — 2,  May 
1st — 19th;  Aug.  13th;  Sept.  5th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  May  8th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
1 — 3,  fairly  regularly,  Apr.  11th  to  June  21st;  singles,  Aug.  17th — 29th. 
Witham  Mouth/Frampton,  Sept.  10th — 11th.  Sutton  Bridge,  June  1st. 
Ewerby,  Aug.  30th.  Nocton  Fen,  1 — 2,  July  17th  to  Sept.  6th. 

Hen  Harrier.*  Present  to  May  6th  and  from  Aug.  7th.  Trent  Falls,  1 — 2, 
Mar.  21st  to  May  6th;  up  to  4,  Sept.  13th  to  Dec.  31st.  North  Thoresby, 
Jan.  28th.  Tetney,  1 — 2,  Jan.  to  Apr.,  Dec.  12th.  Grainthorpe,  up  to  3, 
Jan.  to  Apr.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Jan.  to  early  May  and  Nov.  to  Dec. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1 — 2  Jan.  to  Feb;  up  to  3,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Theddlethorpe, 
dead,  Feb.  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Mar.  7th  with  2  on  24th;  Apr.  30th; 
1 — 2,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Frampton,  female,  Aug,  7th  to  Sept.  1st  with  a  male, 
Aug.  7th — 8th. 

Montagu’s  Harrier.*  An  encouraging  number  of  records  with  one  bird 
summering.  Humberstone,  Oct.  11th.  Tetney,  a  female,  Apr.  28th;  a  male, 
May  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  a  pair,  May  28th,  the  male  remaining  to  30th; 
a  female,  May  31st  to  July  21st.  Wainfleet,  May  31st;  July  10th  and  13th. 

Osprey.**  Tetney,  May  13th(PNC).  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  16th  (CM,  PW). 
Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  May  13th,  17th  and  21st  (KFW,  GHE).  Sleaford, 
May  11th — 13th  (WN).  Burton  G.P.,  Aug.  28th  with  another  from  Sept. 
1st — 2nd  (ACS).  Tongue  End/Baston  Fen,  Sept.  22nd — 25th  (SR,  PNW). 
Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  20th  (JAWM).  Scunthorpe,  one  in  spring  (GT). 

Hobby.**  Tetney  Blow  Wells,  May  12th  (HB). Tetney,  June  5th  and  20th 
(PNC,  DH).  South  Thoresby,  mid-Aug.  (PNC,  TB,  DH).  Gibraltar  Point, 
May  3rd  and  30th  (KFW,  JLH,  NJ).  Old  Leake,  May  31st  (RM). 

Peregrine.*  Crowle,  Feb.  22nd.  Cleethorpes,  mid-Dec.  Marshchapel,  Nov. 
31st.  Donna  Nook,  singles  south,  Sept.  18th  and  26th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
one  south,  Oct.  21st. 

Merlin.*  Present  to  May  1st  and  from  Sept.  23rd.  Trent  Falls,  singles,  Jan. 
6th,  Feb.  8th,  Oct.  27th  and  Dec.  25th.  Goxhill,  Sept.  30th.  Fulstow,  Oct. 
19th.  Marshchapel,  Feb.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  4th;  Apr.  17th  and  20th; 

1 — 2,  Sept.  25th  to  end  of  Dec.  Saltfleet,  Oct  30th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1 — 2 
regularly,  Sept.  23rd  to  end  of  Dec.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Jan.  8th  and 
May  1st;  1 — 2  occasionally,  Sept.  27th  to  Nov.  30th.  Friskney,  Dec.  24th. 
Butterwick,  Sept.  19th  and  Oct.  25th.  Witham  Mouth,  Dec.  26th.  Frampton, 
3,  Dec.  29th.  Terrington,  Dec.  24th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Oct.  17th. 

Red-footed  Falcon.***  North  Coates,  a  male,  May  10th  (PNC). 

Kestrel.  (B). 

Red-legged  Partridge.  (B). 

Partridge  (B). 

Quail.*  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  June  20th.  Gosberton 
Clough,  June  24th — 26th. 

Pheasant.  (B). 

Water  Rail.  (B).  Chapel  Pit,  present  all  summer  and  probably  bred. 
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Spotted  Crake.**  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  22nd  (RLo).  Wisbech  S.F.,  singles, 
Aug.  31st,  Oct.  9th  and  31st  (JAWM,  MC,  AGP). 

Corncrake.**  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  5th  (RLo). 

Moorhen  (B). 

Coot.  (B).  Covenham  Res.,  250,  Aug.  20th. 

Oystercatcher.  (B).  Max:  Tetney,  1,560,  Feb.  15th.  Donna  Nook,  1,000, 
Aug.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  8,000,  Feb.  17th  and  Aug.  27th;  15,000,  Sept. 
26th  and  Oct.  26th.  Friskney,  5,350,  Feb.  1st;  1,530,  Dec.  24th.  Inland: 
Burton  G.P.,  June  12th.  Covenham  Res.,  3,  Aug.  21st;  2,  Oct.  20th.  Trent 
Falls,  62  west,  Feb.  28th;  up  to  3,  Mar.  to  Apr;  12  west,  May  6th;  16  east, 
June  5th,  then  up  to  7  to  the  end  of  July;  many  westerly  movements  in  Aug. 
with  21  on  6th,  78  on  7th  and  16  on  26th;  up  to  7  in  Sept;  singles,  Oct.  16th 
and  Dec.  11th. 

Lapwing.  (B).  Peak  passage: Donna  Nook,  10,000  east,  Mar.  20th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  2,250  south,  Feb.  8th. 

Ringed  Plover.  (B).  Flocks  of  migrants  showing  characters  of  the  Arctic 
race,  C.h.tundrae:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  25,  May  20th;  17,  June  3rd. 

Little  Ringed  Plover.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  19th  (Gibraltar  Point)  to 
Oct.  24th  (Bardney  Ponds  and  Tallington  G.P.).  Passage:  Trent  Falls,  May 
11th;  1 — 3,  Aug.  6th — 22nd.  Humberstone,  May  5th.  Tetney,  May  17th 
and  June  8th.  Marshchapel,  July  16th.  Donna  Nook,  June  4th  and  July 
10th.  Covenham  Res.,  1 — 2,  May  4th — 15th;  Aug.  11th — 29th.  Huttoft  Pit, 
up  to  6,  July  18th  to  Aug.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Apr.  19th  and 
May  3rd  and  16th;  up  to  5,  July  27th  to  Sept.  22nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to 

5,  July  to  early  Oct. 

Grey  Plover.  Max:  Tetney,  425,  Feb  .  15th.  Donna  Nook,  600,  Oct.  26th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  400,  Feb.  1st.  Wrangle,  500,  Feb.  1st.  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
Apr.  28th;  May  6th — 7th  with  10  on  18th;  up  to  4,  fairly  regularly,  July 
23rd  to  Dec.  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Sept.  18th — 26th.  Bardney 
Ponds,  Sept  24th;  2,  Oct.  23rd. 

Golden  Plover.  Grainthorpe,  2,000,  Oct.  17th. 

Turnstone.  Max:  Tetney,  100,  Feb.  15th.  Witham  Mouth,  112,  Feb.  1st. 
Inland:  Trent  Falls,  May  7th;  2,  July  27th;  1 — 2,  occasionally,  Aug.  to  early 
Sept.  Covenham  Res.,  2,  May  24th;  Aug.  14th  and  21st.  Wisbech  S.F., 

6.  Aug.  1st. 

Snipe.  (B). 

Jack  Snipe.  Present  to  May  8th  (Huttoft  Pit)  and  from  Sept.  15th  (Gibraltar 
Point).  Max:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  10,  Oct.  7th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  12,  Sept.  20th. 

Woodcock.  (B). Donna  Nook,  main  immigration,  Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  1st  with 
12  on  Oct. 30th. 

Curlew.  (B).  Max:  Dawsmere,  1,020,  Dec.  24th. 

Whimbrel.  Recorded  from  Apr.  14th  (Donna  Nook)  to  Oct.  25th  (Butter- 
wick).  Peak  passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  24  north,  May  11th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
40,  Aug.  14th.  Louth,  20  west,  Aug.  30th.  Huttoft,  12,  July  25th; 
15  south,  Aug.  9th.  Frampton  Marsh,  30,  July  31st. 

Black-tailed  Godwit.*  Trent  Falls,  up  to  4  occasionally,  Apr.  19th  to  Aug. 
25th.  Tetney,  2,  May  14th.  Grimsby,  Sept. 30th.  Grainthorpe,  Aug.  15th. 


106 


Bird  Report 


Donna  Nook,  2,  Apr.  25th;  May  4th.  Huttoft  Pit,  July  4th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
1 — 2  occasionally,  Apr.  10th  to  May  31st;  up  to  4,  June  29th  to  end  of  Aug. 
Witham  Mouth,  Apr  16th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  10th.  Winter:  Welland 
Mouth,  10,  Jan.  4th.  Holbeach,  4,  Feb.  1st.  Donna  Nook,  6,  Jan.  4th. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  3,000,  Sept.  8th — 9th;  5,000, 
Oct  9th  and  4,000  on  26th.  Holbeach/Dawsmere,  1,800,  Dec.  24th.  Inland: 
Covenham  Res.,  June  28th;  Aug  28th;  Sept.  7th  and  18th.  Trent  Falls,  fairly 
regular  passage  in  May  with  peak  of  33  east  on  7th;  regular  in  autumn  from 
July  to  Oct.  with  26  west,  July  10th;  Dec.  21st. 

Green  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Tetney,  Feb.  15th.  Fulstow,  Feb.  6th.  Covenham 
Res.,  Jan.  6th  and  Feb.  11th.  Kirkby  Moor,  Jan.  3rd.  Spring:  Barrow 
Haven,  3,  Apr. 30th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  29th.  Tetney  Blow  Wells,  Apr. 
16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Apr.  30th.  Ancaster,  March  20th.  Baston  Fen, 
Mar.  15th.  Hartsholme  Park,  Apr.  11th.  Burton  G.P.,  singles,  Apr.  10th, 
22nd  and  27th.  Autumn  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  10,  Aug.  9th.  Recorded  to 
Nov.  2nd  (Bardney  Ponds). 

Wood  Sandpiper.*  Spring:  Covenham  Res.,  May  18th.  Goxhill,  2,  May 
15th.  Killingholme,  June  13th.  Autumn:  Covenham  Res.,  1 — 2,  Aug. 
23rd — 30th.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  25th  with  2  on  29th.  Huttoft  Pit,  Aug.  8th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  1 — 2,  July  30th  to  Sept.  23rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  10th. 
Burton  G.P.,  June  24th — 26th.  Bardney  Ponds,  3,  Sept  6th.  Killingholme, 
July  18th. 

Common  Sandpiper.  Recorded  from  Mar.  18th  (Burton  G.P.)  to  Oct.  12th 
(Donna  Nook).  Autumn  max:  Covenham  Res.,  20.  Aug.  24th — 29th  and 
Sept.  16th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  40,  Aug.  14th. 

Redshank.  (B).  Grimsby,  800,  Apr.  22nd. 

Spotted  Redshank.  Present  most  of  the  year.  Winter:  Killingholme,  Jan. 
20th  to  Apr.  North  Coates,  Dec.  19th.  Gedney,  2,  Feb.  1st.  Spring:  Tetney, 
singles,  Apr.  19th  to  May  8th.  Donna  Nook,  1 — 2,  May  16th — 18th.  Huttoft, 
May  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Apr.  30th,  June  9th,  Autumn:  small  numbers, 
mid-June  to  Oct.,  max:  Killingholme,  7,  Aug.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  6, 
Sept.  28th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  6,  Aug. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs.***  Huttoft  Pit,  July  25th  to  Aug.  4th  (KA  et  al).  The 
5th  county  record. 

Greenshank.  Recorded  from  Apr.  19th  (Donna  Nook)  to  Nov.  14th  (South 
Ferriby)  apart  from  a  winter  record  at  Benington,  Jan  4th.  Autumn  max: 
Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  15,  Aug.  and  Sept.  Wisbech  S.F.,  14  south,  July 
24th. 


Knot.  Max:  Tetney,  4,350,  Jan.  5th;  4,000,  Nov.  28th.  Donna  Nook,  up 
to  3,500,  Jan;  up  to  7,000,  Nov.  and  Dec.  Gibraltar  Point,  8,000,  Oct.  26th. 
Friskney,  4,500,  Feb.  1st.  Dawsmere,  2,000  Dec.  24th,  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
singles,  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  13th  and  19th.  Bardney  Ponds,  Nov.  19th. 

Purple  Sandpiper.*  Killingholme,  Apr.  27th  to  May  12th.  Tetney,  Apr. 
18th  and  May  16th.  Covenham  Res.,  Oct.  9th.  Trusthorpe,  Nov.  14th. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  8th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Sept.  26th  and  Oct. 
30th.  Frampton,  Feb.  1st. 
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Little  Stint.  Spring :  Tetney,  Apr.  21st;  up  to  5,  June  10th — 11th.  Donna 
Nook,  up  to  3,  May  2nd — 7th.  Covenham  Res.,  May  24th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
3,  May  13th  with  11  on  25th;  4,  June  9th.  Killingholme,  2,  May  23rd. 
Autumn:  Recorded  from  July  to  Nov.  20th  (Wisbech  S.F.).  Max:  Trent 
Falls,  22,  Sept.  22nd.  Covenham  Res.,  20,  Sept.  28th  to  Oct.  3rd.  Gibraltar 
Point,  25,  Oct.  3rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  16,  Oct.  2nd.  Bardney  Ponds,  10, 
Oct.  1st. 

Temminck’s  Stint.**  Trent  Falls,  Aug.  27th  (AG).  Covenham  Res.,  May 
22nd  (KA,  PE,  MM).  Huttoft  Pit,  July  29th  (GC,  ACS).  Benington,  Aug. 
28th  (MC,  AGP).  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  17th  (JAWM).  Killineholme, 
May  30th  (JH). 

White-rumped  Sandpiper.***  Killingholme,  July  26th — 27th  (GC,  DAR). 
The  7th  county  record. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  20th — 23rd  (RLo,  SL).  Huttoft 
Pit,  Aug.  7th — 11th  (KA,  MM,  WT  et  al).  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  15th — 25th 
(JAWM). 

Dunlin.  Max:  Trent  Falls,  1,000,  May  18th.  Tetney,  4,000,  Nov.  27th. 
Donna  Nook,  up  to  1,500,  spring  and  autumn.  Gibraltar  Point,  1,000  late 
Sept,  and  Oct.  The  Wash,  Gibraltar  Point  to  Nene-mouth,l  1,000,  Feb.  1st; 
19,000,  Dec.  24th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  150,  Oct.  2nd.  Bardney  Ponds,  250, 
Nov.  8th. 

Curlew  Sandpiper.*  Spring:  Killingholme,  May  3rd.  Summer:  Tetney,  June 
22nd.  Autumn:  Trent  Falls,  up  to  3,  Aug.  30th  to  Oct.  1st.  Killingholme, 
up  to  15,  July  28th  to  Aug.  25th.  Huttoft  Pit,  Aug.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
1 — 2,  Aug.  14th — 27th;  2,  Sept.  25th;  Nov.  20th.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  5, 
Sept.  16th — 25th.  Frampton,  Sept.  11th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  25th  to  Oct. 
9th,  max:  10,  Oct.  6th.  Messingham,  Aug.  30th.  Grimsby,  Sept.  25th. 

Sanderling.  Max:  Tetney,  579,  Jan.  15th.  Donna  Nook,  150,  May  5th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  250,  Aug.  27th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  5  east,  May  6th;  2, 
Aug.  18th  and  1  on  22nd;  4,  Sept.  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  Feb.  18th;  3,  May 
19th  with  one,  28th — 29th;  up  to  10,  Aug.  17th  to  Sept.  18th. 

Ruff.  Present  most  of  the  year.  Winter :  Tetney,  Jan.  30th.  Humberstone, 
6,  Jan.  13th.  Fulstow,  Jan.  30th.  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  16th;  Dec.  29th. 
Gedney,  3,  Feb.  1st.  Spring:  Trent  Falls,  up  to  5,  Mar;  singles,  Apr.  and 
May.  Tetney,  Apr.  28th.  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  29th  to  May  2nd;  3,  May 
10th.  Donna  Nook,  May  25th.  Bardney  Ponds,  4,  Mar.  23rd.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Apr.  11th — 27th.  Seacroft,  Mar.  28th.  Baston  Fen,  up  to  5,  Apr. 
15th — 22nd.  Autumn  max:  Killingholme,  30,  Aug.  25th.  Donna  Nook,  26, 
Sept.  18th.  Huttoft  Pit,  15,  Aug.  11th.  Bardney  Ponds,  30,  Sept.  18th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  60,  July  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  24,  south-east,  Sept.  18th. 

Avocet.**  Killingholme,  Feb.  1st — 3rd;  up  to  4,  May  12th  to  June  12th 
(GC  et  al).  Donna  Nook,  2  north,  May  15th  (SL).  Wainfleet,  Aug.  15th 
(AM). 

Grey  Phalarope.**  Goxhill,  Jan.  29th  (GC).  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  25th 
(CLO,  MM,  WT).  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  10th  and  Nov.  28th  (RLo,  SL). 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Oct.  30th  (JA,  LC,  MP). 

Red-necked  Phalarope.**  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  20th — 24th  (RLo,  SL,  CM 
et  al).  Covenham  Res.,  adult  female,  June  28th — 29th  (KEW,  HAW). 
Gibraltar  Point,  May  29th  (GHE). 
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Great  Skua.*  Donna  Nook,  4  south  and  3  north,  Sept.  4th  and  25  south 
on  10th;  up  to  4  occasionally  to  Oct.  25th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1 — 2,  Sept. 
4th — 11th,  with  one  dead  on  7th,  and  14  on  12th.  Anderby,  Aug.  15th  and 
21st.  Chapel  Point,  2,  Aug.  28th;  4,  Sept.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  fairly  fre¬ 
quent,  Aug.  21st  to  Oct.  17th,  with  up  to  7  recorded.  Witham  Mouth,  2, 
Sept.  12th  and  Oct.  30th.  Inland :  Trent  Falls,  Sept.  8th  with  3  on  12th. 
Covenham  Res.,  Sept  14th  and  25th. 

Pomarine  Skua.**  Donna  Nook,  11  south,  Sept.  10th;  singles,  Oct.  14th 
and  30th  (RLo,SL).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  8th;  Sept  9th  and  12th  (CLO, 
RHH,  GC).  Theddlethorpe,  2,  Aug.  28th  (PNC).  Chapel  Point,  Sept.  12th 
(KA,  MM).  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  9th  and  25th  (GHE). 

Arctic  Skua.  Spring:  An  unusual  number  of  records.  Trent  Falls,  Apr.  24th; 
May  7th.  Goxhill,  2,  May  19th  with  3  on  26th.  Tetney,  2,  May  11th.  Huttoft 
Pit,  Apr.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  13th.  Autumn:  Recorded  from  July 
7th  to  Nov.  13th  (Donna  Nook).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  105  south,  Sept.  10th. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  128  south,  Sept.  9th  Chapel  Point,  60  mainly  south,  Sept. 
12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  80  south,  Sept.  9th  and  106  south  on  10th.  Witham 
Mouth,  20,  Oct.  30th. 

Long-tailed  Skua.***  Donna  Nook,  immature  north  and  adult  south.  Sept. 
10th  (RLo).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  adults  on  Sept.  2nd  and  5th  with  3  south  on 
9th  and  4  on  12th;  an  immature,  Sept.  17th  (KA,  GC,  MM,  RFIH,  CLO, 
DW).  Huttoft,  Aug.  4th  (KA,  MM). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Max:  Tetney,  2,000,  Jan.  31st  to  Feb.  1st.  Donna 
Nook,  2,000  south,  Jan.  3rd;  3,000,  Dec.  22nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,000, 
Sept.  16th. 

Lesser  Blacked  Gull.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  600,  Sept.  5th. 

Herring  Gull.  Max:  Tetney,  1,500,  Jan.  3rd.  Donna  Nook,  4,000,  Dec.  22nd. 

Common  Gull. 

Glaucous  Gull.**  South  Killingholme,  Mar.  27th  (GC),  Tetney,  singles, 
Feb.  5th,  Mar.  13th  and  27th— 28th,  May  16th  and  21st  (HB,  AP,  DW, 
PNC).  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Jan.  1st,  3rd  and  20th;  2,  Mar.  13th;  Apr. 
16th;  Sept.  13th  (RLo,  SL,  CM,  PW).  Huttoft,  Feb.  8th  (DAR).  Seacroft, 
July  8th — 13th  (KA).  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Jan.  31st,  Feb.  29th  and  June 
1st  (GC,  HB,  DW,  BW). 

Iceland  Gull.**  Trent  Falls,  Apr.  7th  (AG).  South  Killingholme,  Apr.  2nd 
(GC,  MM).  Tetney,  Apr.  27th  (PNC).  Covenham  Res.,  Oct.  18th  (MM). 

Mediterranean  Gull.**  Tetney,  an  adult,  July  18th  (PNC).  Donna  Nook, 
second  year,  May  2nd  (SL).  Covenham  Res.,  second  year,  Oct.  2nd  and 
an  adult  on  13th  (KA,  PH,  MM).  Covenham  St.  Bartholomew,  an  adult, 
Aug.  17th  (MM).  Huttoft  Pit,  an  adult,  July  17th  (KA,  PE).  Gibraltar  Point, 
third  year,,  Jan.  25th  (FE,  KP). 

Little  Gull.*  Trent  Falls,  immature,  May  27th  with  2  on  30th  and  one  on 
June  25th;  2,  Sept.  2nd.  Barrow  Haven,  3  imms.,  May  18th.  Killingholme, 
imm.,  May  23rd  to  Aug.  16th  with  2,  June  5th.  Tetney,  July  17th  with  4 
on  20th.  Grainsby,  Aug.  10th.  Fulstow,  Sept.  9th — 10th.  Covenham  Res., 
up  to  3  imms.,  May  8th  to  June  4th;  singles,  Aug.  14th  and  17th;  Sept.  7th 
and  16th — 17th  with  4  on  22nd — 26th.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  24th.  Huttoft 
Pit,  first  year,  Nov.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  May  13th,  17th  and 
29th — 30th;  2,  Aug.  22nd  with  one  on  24th;  Sept.  15th — 16th  and  25th. 
Witham  Mouth,  singles,  Aug.  28th,  Sept.  25th  and  Oct.  28th — 29th. 
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Black-headed  Gull.  (B). 

Kittiwake.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  140  north,  Sept.  10th.  Witham  Mouth,  300, 
Oct.  30th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  April  25th;  large  numbers  in  May  with  42 
on  9th,  one  on  24th,  24  on  26th,  36  on  27th,  70  on  28th;  July  11th;  8,  Sept. 
12th.  Goxhill,  Feb.  13th;  May  3rd.  Covenham  Res.,  1 — 2,  Aug.  11th — 24th. 

Black  Tern.*  Trent  Falls,  up  to  6,  May  5th — 25th;  Aug.  22nd;  3,  Sept.  25th 
with  one  on  26th.  Barton-on-Humber,  June  18th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to 
13,  May  6th — 29th;  1 — 3,  Aug.  19th  to  Oct.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  23rd. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  12th;  4,  Sept.  26th.  Anderby,  2,  Aug.  22nd.  Huttoft 
Pit,  2,  May  28th.  Chapel  Point,  Aug.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  May  6th 
with  one,  June  1st.  Witham  Mouth,  9,  Sept.  25th.  Frampton  Marsh,  3, 
Sept.  26th.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  4,  Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  6th.  Deeping  Lake, 
Oct.  1st.  Scunthorpe,  July  1st. 

Common  Tern.  (B).  Recorded  from  Apr.  16th  (Witham  Mouth)  to  Nov. 
5th  (Common/Arctic  at  Gibraltar  Point). 

Arctic  Tern.  Recorded  from  Apr.  22nd  (Trent  Falls)  to  Nov.  5th  (Common/ 
Arctic).  Trent  Falls,  up  to  4,  Apr.  22nd  to  May  30th;  1 — 2,  Sept.  12th — 
27th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  13,  Apr.  24th  to  May  24th;  6,  Sept.  4th.  Chapel 
Point,  6,  Sept.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles  July  1st — 7th  with  30  on  30th 
and  10  on  31st;  Aug.  11th. 

Roseate  Tern.**  Tetney,  June  27th  (PNC). 

Little  Tern.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  11th  (Tetney)  to  Sept.  28th  (Gibraltar 
Point).  Breeding  Pairs:  Tetney,  94.  Skidbrooke/Donna  Nook,  19.  Saltfleet, 
no  count.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  22.  Seacroft,  2.  Gibraltar  Point,  14.  The  total 
of  more  than  150  pairs  is  the  highest  for  many  years,  though  many  were 
unsuccessful.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  May  24th. 

Sandwich  Tern.  Present  from  Apr.  15th  (Freiston  Shore)  to  Oct.  17th 
(Gibraltar  Point).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  600,  Aug.  11th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
2,000,  Aug.  12th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  2,  May  6th;  June  27th;  July  18th. 
Bardney  Ponds,  2,  Sept.  25th. 

Razorbill.*  Tetney,  dead,  Feb.  17th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  3,  Nov.  13th.  Anderby, 
dead,  Mar.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  6th  and  8th;  Sept.  15th.  Immingham, 
dead,  Feb.  27th  had  been  ringed  as  a  nestling  in  Finland  in  1974. 

Little  Auk.**  Tetney.  dead,  Feb.  2nd  (AP).  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  Nov. 
13th  (RL).  Anderby,  oiled  bird  found  alive,  Dec.  26th. (CL). 

Guillemot.*  Tetney,  Jan.  22nd;  dead  birds,  Feb. 3rd  and  16th  and  Mar. 
21st.  Goxhill,  Sept.  26th.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  22nd.  Anderby,  dead,  Mar. 
3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  dead  birds,  Aug.  19th  and  22nd,  Sept.  22nd  and  24th. 

Puffin.*  Donna  Nook,  3  north,  Nov.  13th.  Theddlethorpe,  dead  Feb.  28th. 

Stock  Dove.  (B).  Donna  Nook,  up  to  55,  end  of  Dec. 

Woodpigeon.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  2,500  south,  Nov.  28th.  Witham 
Mouth,  3,000  south,  Oct.  24th. 

Turtle  Dove.  (B).  Present  from  May  1st  (Donna  Nook  and  Gibraltar  Point) 
to  Oct.  17th  (Gibraltar  Point).  Gibraltar  Point,  regular  southerly  passage, 
mid-May  to  mid-June,  max:  150,  May  19th. 

Collared  Dove.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  38,  Sept.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
48,  Oct.  8th.  Bassingham,  40,  Feb.  17th. 
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Cuckoo.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  10th  (Cleethorpes)  to  Oct.  25th  (Saltfleetby 
N.R.).  The  latter  was  unusual  not  only  in  being  very  late,  but  also  since  it 
was  an  adult  and  had  been  present  for  several  weeks. 

Barn  Owl.  (B).  Donna  Nook,  a  dark  breasted  bird  showing  characters  of 
T '.a. guttata,  Sept.  15th. 

Little  Owl.  (B). 

Tawny  Owl.  (B). 

Long-eared  Owl.  (B).  Goxhill,  11,  Jan.  8th.  Crowle,  2,  Mar.  14th.  Tetney, 
May  22nd.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  28th  to  May  7th;  Oct  29th.  Saltfleet,  Oct. 
30th — 31st.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  singles,  Jan.  8th,  Mar.  6th,  Oct.  21st  and  Nov. 
4th.  Raithby,  Nov.  7th.  Anderby,  May  16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  one  in  Jan; 
one  dead,  Apr.  1st.  Hobhole/River  Witham,  up  to  13,  Jan.  to  early  Apr; 
Nov.  13th.  Gosberton  Fen,  up  to  7,  Mar.  Nocton  Wood,  Nov.  Waddington 
Low  Fields,  up  to  4,  Jan.  to  early  Feb;  3,  Dec.  25th. 

Short -eared  Owl.  (B). 

Nightjar. (B).  Crowle,  3  churring,  June  7th.  Stapleford,  6,  July  5th. 

Swift.  (B).  Present  from  May  3rd  (Gibraltar  Point)  to  Oct.  27th  (Donna 
Nook). 

Kingfisher.  (B). 

Hoopoe.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  21st  (RL). 

Green  Woodpecker.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  May  6th. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  21st. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  (B).  Gainsborough,  2,  Apr.  11th.  Willoughby 
Wood,  Feb.  15th.  Burton  G.P.,  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  16th. 

Wryneck.** An  exceptional  year  with  about  25  recorded.  Scawby,  end  Aug. 
to  early  Sept.  (AG).  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  27th;  1 — 2,  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  1st 
and  Sept.  21st  to  Oct.  4th  (RLo,  SL,  CM,  PW).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Aug. 
22nd;  up  to  4,  Aug.  29th  to  Oct.  13th.  Probably  7 — 8  different  birds,  one 
of  which  apparently  stayed  off-passage  for  6Vi  weeks(KA,  PNC,  GC,  HB, 
DW  et  al).  Theddlethorpe,  Sept.  18th  (MM).  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  5,  Aug. 
24th  to  Sept.  26th  (B.T.O.  et  al).  at  least  10  different  birds  (all  caught). 
Gunby,  Sept.  21st  (Mr.  B.).  Peak  numbers  at  Saltfleetby  N.R.  and  Gibraltar 
Point  were  on  Aug.  31st. 

Woodlark.**  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  27th;  Apr.  2nd  and  4th;  Oct.  11th  to  end 
of  Dec.  (RLo,  SL,  PW)  et  al).  Huttoft,  2  north,  Nov.  3rd  (KA). 

Skylark.  (B). 

Shore  Lark.*  Tetney,  Jan.  4th  and  16th;  2,  Oct.  30th.  Donna  Nook,  14  in 
Jan.  Mar.  20th;  up  to  8,  Apr.  3rd — 24th;  up  to  3,  Oct.  10th  to  end  of  Dec. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  17th;  up  to  3,  Oct.  16th  to  end  of  Dec.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  30,  Jan.  to  early  Feb;  up  to  6,  Apr.  6th — 8th;  up  to  8,  Oct; 
1 — 2,  Dec.  Inland :  Covenham  Res.,  Oct.  10th. 

Swallow.  (B).  Present  from  Mar.  7th  (Saltfleetby  N.R.)  to  Nov.  27th  (Gib¬ 
raltar  Point).  Peak  passage:  Trent  Falls,  2,000,  Aug.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
8,000  south,  Sept.  6th. 
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House  Martin.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  5th  (Gibraltar  Point)  to  Nov.  11th 
(Pinchbeck).  Peak  passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,500  south,  Sept.  9th. 

Sand  Martin.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  3rd  (Witham  Mouth)  to  Oct.  17th 
(Gibraltar  Point).  Peak  passage:  Trent  Falls,  1,000  Aug.  10th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  1,000  south,  Sept.  6th. 

Golden  Oriole.**  Marshchapel,  a  singing  male,  June  12th — 13th  (SL). 
Tetney  Blow  Wells,  a  singing  male,  May  23rd  (MT). 

Carrion  Crow.  (B).  Hooded  Crow,  C.c.  cornix:  Present  most  of  the  year. 
Summer:  Grainthorpe,  a  pair  present  for  several  weeks  may  have  attempted 
to  breed.  Donna  Nook,  June  4th.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  8  east,  Apr.  10th 
Saltfleetby,  15,  Nov.  2nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  17  south,  Nov.  5th.  Inland: 
Trent  Falls,  Feb.  8th;  up  to  7,  late  Dec.  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  2nd  and 
14th.  Louth,  4,  Nov.  2nd.  Well  Vale,  Nov.  3rd.  South  Cockerington,  Oct. 
31st.  Candlesby,  2,  Feb.  24th.  Nocton  Wood,  Nov.  to  Dec.  Burton  G.P., 
Apr.  1st.  Aswarby,  Feb.  9th.  Riby,  Oct.  31st.  Fulstow,  Nov.  28th. 

Rook.  (B).  Gibraltar  Point,  100  south,  Nov.  4th. 

Jackdaw.  (B). 

Magpie.  (B). 

Nutcracker.***  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  Sept.  12th  (SL). 

Jay.  (B)..  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  June  2nd  to  9th,  Sept.  11th 
and  Oct.  16th  and  26th. 

Great  Tit.  (B). 

Blue  Tit.  (B). 

Coal  Tit.  (B). 

Marsh  Tit.  (B).  Coastal:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept.  30th. 

Willow  Tit.  (B). 

Long-tailed  Tit.  (B).  Gibraltar  Point,  max:  40  in  Oct. 

Nuthatch.  (B). 

Treecreeper.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  20th. 

Wren.  (B). 

Bearded  Tit.  (B).  Trent  Falls,  up  to  30  in  irruptions  from  Blacktoft  Sands 
in  Oct.  Donna  Nook,  4  south,  Nov.  8th  with  2  on  12th.  Huttoft  Pit,  a  pair, 
Nov.  7th.  Anderby,  3  north,  Nov.  4th  and  one  on  6th.  Chapel  Pit,  Sept. 
11th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Oct.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Nov.  2nd.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  Nov.  13th. 

Mistle  Thrush.  (B). 

Fieldfare.  Present  all  year.  Donna  Nook,  1 — 2  summered. 

Song  Thrush.  (B). 

Redwing.  Present  to  May  24th  and  from  Aug.  17th  (both  Donna  Nook). 
Max:  Donna  Nook,  700,  Oct.  25th  and  27th. 

Ring  Ouzel.*  Goxhill,  April  3rd.  Tetney /North  Coates,  up  to  5,  Sept.  25th 
to  Oct.  16th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  18th;  up  to  4,  Sept.  25th  to  Nov.  3rd. 
Saltfleet,  Oct.  29th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  up  to  3,  Apr.  16th — 18th.  Huttoft 
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Pit,  May  8th.  Anderby,  2,  Sept.  25th.  Skendleby,  2,  Nov.  4th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  May  9th  and  18th;  1 — 2,  Sept.  25th  to  Nov.  6th;  Dec.  11th,  a  late 
record. 

Blackbird.  (B). 

Wheatear.  Recorded  from  Mar.  21st  (Covenham  Res.),  to  Nov.  18th  (Gibraltar 
Point).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  18,  May  6th;  60,  Sept.  24th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
50,  Sept.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  50,  Oct.  2nd.  Greenland  race:  birds  showing 
characters  of  O.  o.  leucorrhoa,  Donna  Nook,  2,  May  17th  with  one  on  18th. 

Stonechat.*  Trent  Falls,  singles,  Sept.  28th  to  end  of  Dec.  Grimsby,  2, 
Nov.  14th;  Dec.  12th.  Tetney,  Oct.  31st.  Donna  Nook,  singles  occasionally, 
Jan.  to  Apr;  1 — 2,  Oct.  6th  to  Nov.  6th.  Saltfleet,  Nov.  12th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  1 — 2,  Oct.  9th  to  Nov.  17th.  Manby,  Sept.  18th  and  Nov.  8th 
Covenham  Res.,  1—2,  Jan;  singles,  Nov.  and  Dec.  with  4,  Nov.  28th.  Huttoft, 
Jan.  1st;  1 — 2,  Oct.  10th  to  Nov.  11th.  Anderby,  Jan.  1st;  singles,  Oct. 
10th  to  Nov.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1 — 2,  Jan.  to  Feb.  and  Apr;  Sept.  21st 
to  Nov.  27th,  max:  20,  Oct.  16th.  Witham  Mouth/Hobhole,  Oct.  28th;  2, 
Nov.  14th.  Pinchbeck,  Mar.  16th.  Baston  Fen,  up  to  4,  Jan.  and  Feb;  2, 
Oct.  21st  and  in  Dec. 

Whinchat.  (B).  Present  from  May  6th  (Donna  Nook)  to  Oct.  12th  (Gibraltar 
Point).  Max :  Donna  Nook,  20,  Aug.  15th  and  28th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  25, 
Sept.  1st  and  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Aug.  28th — 29th. 

Redstart.  (B).  Present  from  April  19th  (Donna  Nook)  to  Oct.  30th 
(Gibraltar  Point).  Max:  North  Coates,  40,  Sept.  26th.  Donna  Nook,  60, 
Sept.  24th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  30,  Sept.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  40,  Sept.  25th. 

Black  Redststart.*  Tetney,  May  12th  and  Aug.  25th.  North  Coates,  Apr. 
30th.  Grainthorpe,  Oct.  17th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  11th  and  23rd;  2,  Sept. 
21st;  singles,  Oct.  11th,  19th  and  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Mar.  30th;  Apr. 
2nd — 3rd  and  1 — 2  from  10th — 14th;  Sept.  26th;  1 — 2,  Oct.  19th — 26th. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Mar.  18th — 23rd;  Apr.  17th.  Witham  Mouth,  Apr.  15th. 
River  Welland,  Deeping,  Mar.  29th. 

Nightingale.  (B). Present  from  May  4th  (Gibraltar  Point)  to  Sept.  23rd 
(Donna  Nook). 

Bluethroat.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  24th  (RLo). 

Robin.  (B).  Max:  North  Coates,  50,  Sept.  26th.  Donna  Nook,  100,  Oct. 
29th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  30,  Sept.  26th;  50,  Oct.  29th..  Gibraltar  Point,  100, 
Sept.  25th;  80,  Oct.  30th. 

Grasshopper  Warbler.  (B).  Scarce  in  spring  and  little  coastal  passage. 
Present  from  May  6th  (Chapel  Pit)  to  Sept.  9th  (Donna  Nook). 

Savi’s  Warbler.***  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept.  5th — 7th  (GC,  DAR,  KA  et  al). 
The  4th  county  record. 

Great  Reed  Warbler.***  Chapel  Pit,  a  singing  male  holding  territory,  May 
23rd  to  the  end  of  June  (KA  et  al).  Presumably  the  same  bird  seen  at  Wolla 
Bank,  July  11th  (KA),  and  Huttoft  Pit,  July  26th — 28th  (MC,  AGP,  GFL). 

Reed  Warbler.  (B). Present  from  May  8th  to  Oct.  27th  (both  Donna  Nook). 

Sedge  Warbler.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  25th  (Anderby)  to  Sept.  23rd  (Gib¬ 
raltar  Point) 

Icterine  Warbler.**  An  exceptional  year  with  about  15  records.  Cleethorpes, 
Sept.  23rd  (RKN).  North  Coates/Tetney,  1 — 2,  Aug.  23rd — 26th  (PNC). 
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Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2—3,  Aug.  29th— 30th;  Sept.  18th  (PNC,  HB,  DW,  GC). 
Donna  Nook,  Aug.  12th,  17th,  23rd — 24th,  27th  and  29th;  2,  Sept.  18th 
and  one  on  19th.  (RLo,  SL,  CM).  Probably  6 — 8  different  birds.  Anderby, 
Aug.  25th  (GPS).  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  18th  (JPS). 

Blackcap.  (B).  Present  from  Mar.  18th  (Cleethorpes)  to  Dec.  28th  (Donna 
Nook).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  30,  Oct.  31st. 

Barred  Warbler.**  An  exceptional  autumn  with  nearly  20  records.  Donna 
Nook,  Aug.  21st  with  3  on  23rd,  one  on  24th  and  2  on  31st;  singles.  Sept. 
10th,  21st  and  25th  (KA,  MM,  RLo,  SL,  PW).  Probably  8  or  9  different 
birds.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  singles,  Aug.  5th  and  29th;  Sept.  5th  and  18th 
(DW,  PH,  HB,  MM).  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Aug.  18th  and  31st;  Sept. 
3rd,  8th — 9th,  13th,  17th,  19th  and  26th — 27th  (RLa,  JPS).  About  5  diff¬ 
erent  birds.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  end  of  Aug.  (ACB). 

Garden  Warbler.  (B).  Present  from  May  15th  to  Oct.  30th  (both  Donna 
Nook).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  13,  Sept.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  15,  Sept.  18th. 

Whitethroat.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  29th  to  Oct.  24th  (both  Gibraltar 

Point).  Max:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  60,  Aug.  29th. 

Lesser  Whitethroat.  (B).  Present  from  May  1st  (Burton  G.P.)  to  Oct  17th 
(Donna  Nook). 

Subalpine  Warbler.***  North  Coatcs/Tetney,  a  singing  male,  trapped,  May 
14th  (PNC,  AG).  The  second  county  record. 

Willow  Warbler.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  9th  (Sudbrooke)  to  Oct.  4th 
(Donifa  Nook). 

Greenish  Warbler.***  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  23rd  (SL).  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
Aug.  22nd  (GC).  Anderby,  trapped,  Aug.  14th  (GPS).  A  well  co-ordinated 
influx.  Only  three  previous  county  records. 

Chiffchaff.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  4th  (Burton  G.P.)  to  Dec.  5th  (dead, 
Scremby).  Other  winter  record:  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  2nd. 

Wood  Warbler.**  A  good  year  with  an  encouraging  number  of  spring 
records,  mostly  singing  males.  Twigmoor,  May  10th — 17th  (JH).  Market 
Rasen,  1 — 2,  May  1st — 5th  (PJW,  CS  et  al).  North  Coates/Tetney,  May 
14th  (PNC).  Raithby,  Apr.  18th  (CLO).  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  13th  (SL). 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Aug.  29th — 30th;  Sept.  21st  (HB,  PNC,  KA).  Gibraltar 
Point,  May  17th  (GHE,  KFW).  Burton  G.P.,  May  8th  (ACS). 

Arctic  Warbler.***  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  19th — 27th  (JPS,  FE  et  al).  The 
second  county  record. 

Pallas’s  Warbler.***  Saltfleet,  Oct.  26th;  a  different  bird.  Oct.  29th — 31st 
(KA,  SL  et  al).  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  2nd  (SL).  Five  previous  county  records. 

Goldcrest.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  120,  Oct.  29th — 30th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
100,  Oct.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  100,  Oct.  10th,  27th  and  30th. 

Firecrest.**  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Oct.  6th,  12th — 13th,  25th,  29th  and  31st 
(SL,  RLo).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  9th  (HB).  Theddlethorpe,  end  of  Oct 
(ACB). 

Spotted  Flycatcher.  (B).  Present  from  May  9th  (Gibraltar  Point)  to  Oct. 
5th  (Donna  Nook).  Max:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  10,  Sept.  23rd. 

Pied  Flycatcher.  Recorded  between  May  7th  (Donna  Nook)  and  Oct.  13th 
(Gibraltar  Point).  Other  spring  record:  Tetney /North  Coates,  May  14th. 
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Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  35,  Aug.  23rd.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  100,  Aug. 
22nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Aug.  22nd;  20,  Sept.  17th. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher.**  Donna  Nook,  a  female,  May  24th;  Sept.  25th — 
27th;  Oct.  7th  (SL,  RLo,  CM,  PW).  North  Coates/Tetney,  Sept.  25th — 
26th  (HB  et  al).  There  have  been  no  previous  spring  records  in  the  county. 

Dunnock.  (B). 

Richard's  Pipit.***  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  9th  (HB,  MT,  DW);  a  different 
bird,  Oct.  16th— 17th  (MM  et  al). 

Meadow  Pipit.  (B).  Peak  passage:  Donna  Nook,  350,  Sept.  26th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  200  per  day  south,  Sept.  14th — 20th. 

Tree  Pipit.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  30th  to  Oct.  22nd  (both  Gibraltar  Point). 

Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  1 — 2,  Jan.  to  Mar;  up  to  4,  Oct.  to  Dec. 
Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Jan.  to  Mar;  up  to  4,  Sept,  to  Dec.  Scandinavian 
race,  showing  characters  of  A.  s.  littoralis:  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  15th. 
Water  Pipit,  birds  showing  characters  of  A.  s.  spinoletta:  a  well  co-ordinated 
series  of  spring  records.  Goxhill,  Mar.  15th.  Tetney,  Apr.  9th.  Donna 
Nook,  Mar.  24th  and  28th.  Saltfleet  Haven,  Mar.  28th.  Covenham  Res., 
Mar.  26th — 27th. 

Pied  Wagtail.  (B).  White  Wagtail,  showing  characters  of  M.  a.  alba:  Trent 
Falls,  May  4th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  4th  and  7th;  Oct.  8th.  Covenham  Res., 
Apr.  22nd  and  May  15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  1st. Tetney,  May  7th. 

Grey  Wagtail.*  Trent  Falls,  2,  Sept.  7th  and  one  on  8th.  Barrow-on-Humber, 
Nov.  17th.  New  Holland,  Sept.  18th.  East  Halton,  Sept.  17th.  Fulstow, 
Jan.  18th  to  Mar.  20th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Sept.  27th;  Oct.  10th.  Saltfleetby, 
Oct.  7th.  Louth,  Dec.  13th.  Raithby,  Feb.  29th;  Oct.  10th.  Anderby,  2, 
Sept.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  10th;  an  early  autumn  record,  Aug.  18th; 
up  to  3,  Sept,  to  early  Nov.  Bardney,  Oct.  10th  Lincoln,  Sept.  25th;  Nov. 
6th  and  15th.  Burton  G.P.,  May  1st;  Nov.  13th.  Haverholme,  Mar.  7th; 
Oct.  16th.  Covenham  Res.,  Dec.  13th. 

Yellow  Wagtail.  (B).  Present  from  Apr.  14th  (Burton  G.P.)  to  Oct.  13th 
(Gibraltar  Point).  Blue-headed  Wagtail,  showing  characters  of  M.  /.  flava: 
Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  22nd;  May  31st. 

Waxwing.*  Keadby,  5,  Feb.  13th.  North  Coates,  Dec.  24th. 

Great  Grey  Shrike.*  Tetney,  Jan.  1st  and  11th.  North  Coates,  Oct  16th. 
Grainthorpe,  Feb.  8th  and  21st.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Feb.  14th  and  Mar. 
30th  to  Apr.  10th;  Oct.  30th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1 — 2,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Sept. 
26th  and  Oct.  9th.  Withern,  Apr.  10th.  Chapel  Pit,  Nov.  3rd.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Jan.  to  Mar;  May  6th;  1 — 2,  Oct;  Nov.  14th.  Hobhole/River  Witham, 
Feb.  22nd.  Burton  G.P.,  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  7th. 

Red-backed  Shrike.*  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  7th  with  3  on  18th  and  one  to 
24th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1 — 2,  Aug.  22nd  to  Sept.  19th.  Theddlethorpe,  Sept. 
18th.  Anderby  Creek,  Sept.  19th-25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1-2,  Aug.  15th  to 
Sept.  18th. 

Starling.  (B). 

Hawfinch.  (B).  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  28th. 

Greenfinch.  (B). 

Goldfinch.  (B). 
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Siskin.*  Scunthorpe,  50,  Jan.  18th.  Willingham  Forest,  20,  Feb.  14th.  Lin- 
wood,  up  to  5,  Jan.  Kirkby  Moor,  up  to  40,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.  Lincoln, 
6,  Jan.  12th.  Coastal:  Tetney,  3,  Jan.  16th  and  one  on  17th.  Cleethorpes, 
Jan  26th;  Feb.  7th — 13th;  Mar.  22nd.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  17th  and  Oct. 
19th.  Gibraltar  Point,  5  south,  Jan.  6th  with  6  south  on  9th  and  one  on 
19th;  Apr.  24th;  6,  Sept.  13th  and  5  on  18th;  Nov.  6th. 

Linnet.  (B). 

Twite.  Present  to  Apr.  23rd  (Gibraltar  Point)  and  from  Sept.  27th  (Donna 
Nook).  Max:  Tetney,  up  to  150,  Jan.  Gibraltar  Point,  300,  Oct.  10th. 
Freiston  Shore,  2,000,  Jan.  31st.  Wash,  Gibraltar  Point  to  Nene-mouth, 
6,000,  Feb.  1st.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Mar.  5th;  2,  Apr.  8th. 

Redpoll.  (B).  Mealy  Redpoll,  showing  characters  of  A.  /.  flammea:  Brumby 
Common,  several,  March.  Burton  G.P.,  Jan.  25th  with  2  on  31st.  Friskney, 
Mar.  6th.  Kirkby  Moor,  7,  Apr.  28th. 

Arctic  Redpoll.***  Brumby  Common,  one  trapped,  Mar.  28th  (GT). 

Serin.***  Brumby  Common,  a  male  trapped,  Aug.  12th  (GT,  DS)  Clee¬ 
thorpes,  a  singing  male,  May  5th — 7th  (RKN). 

Bullfinch.  (B). 

Chaffinch.  (B). 

Brambling.  Present  to  June  6th  (Donna  Nook)  and  from  Sept.  17th  (Gibraltar 
Point).  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  200,  Oct.  30th.  Bardney  Ponds,  400,  Jan. 
17th— 31st. 

Corn  Bunting.  (B). 

Yellowhammer.  (B). 

Ortolan  Bunting.**  Donna  Nook,  a  female,  May  8th;  Aug.  26th  (CM,  RLo). 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  an  immature,  Aug.  25th  (GC). 

Reed  Bunting.  (B). 

Lapland  Bunting.*  Tetney,  up  to  11,  Jan.  to  Mar.  Grainthorpe,  Feb.  15th. 
Donna  Nook,  Jan.  17th;  up  to  5,  Sept  26th  to  end  of  the  year.  Goxhill, 
1 — 2,  Feb.  2nd — 13th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept.  18th;  singles,  Oct.  9th — 21st; 
2,  Dec.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  11th. 

Snow  Bunting.  Present  to  Apr.  3rd  (Gibraltar  Point)  and  from  Sept.  19th 
(Donna  Nook).  Max:  Tetney,  150,  Jan.  17th.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  80,  Jan; 
up  to  100,  late  Nov.  to  early  Dec.  Huttoft,  100  south,  Dec.  12th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  240,  early  Jan.  and  120  early  Feb.  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
Nov.  2nd.  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  6th;  3,  Feb.  14th  with  one  on  27th;  3, 
Oct.  29th;  2,  Dec.  4th  with  one  on  24th.  Toft  Newton  Res.,  up  to  17,  Jan. 
to  Mar.  Bardney  Ponds,  Nov.  6th. 

House  Sparrow.  (B).  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  800,  Oct.  8th 

Tree  Sparrow.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  800,  Dec.  28th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
300,  Oct.  8th  and  16th. 


Addendum 

*Arctic  Redpoll.***  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Oct.  12th  1975  showing  characters  of  A.  hornemanni. 
(GC,  DAR). 

*Note  1st  County  Record. 
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